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Scotch Preſbyterian Eloquence: 
IN THREE PARTS. | 


J. Being a Catalogue of the cruel and bloody laws 
made by the Scots Prelatiſis againſt the Preſbyteri- 
ans: with inſtances of their numerous murders and 
other barbarities. beyond the extent of thoſe RO - 
with refleCtions throughout, demonſtrating tht lenity * 
of heir Majeſties government againſt the Scots Pre- 

iſts and Clergy. 


II. Laying open the ſelf-contradiftions, mnpadin 
lies, horrible blaſphemies, and di/loyalty of the ob- 
ſcene, ſcurrilous pamphlet called the Scotch Preſby- 
terian Eloquenee. | 


III. Being a Collection of their ridiculous expreſſions . 


in ſermons, and inſtances of the vitious lives of 
their Biſhops and clergy.- 
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M. DbceL XIX. 


To the R. R. E. in G. John late Archbiſhop of Glaſ . 
gow, Metropolitan of Scotland, &c. 
My Ld. © | 
A ONGST the crowd of thoſe who offer them- 
ſelves to my thoughts as god-fathers to the fol- 
_ lowing ſheets, I could pitch upon none more 
than your Lordſhip, who have always juſtly been - 
reckoned as a He-$oat, not before, = among the 
flock, there being none who thoroughly knew your 
Lordſhip, that will refuſe to give it under hand and 
ſeal, that you have been a very uſeful man in your 
generation, of which the proceſs of horning [i. e. out- 
lawry] raiſed againſt your Lordſhip, is an infallible 
evidence; and if men had been preferred according 
to their merits, you not only deſerved to be metropo- 
litan of Scotland, but metropolitan of all Scotland ; for 
ſince Scota was married to Gathelus, never was there a 
man in old Albion who made more horned animals in 
his time, than you have done; and hence it is that 
your party were enabled to make ſuch a gallant de- 
fende for their darlings of ab/olute monarchy and do- 
mineering prelacy : for eyery one knows the danger of 
rencountring ſuch enemies, — Occurſam Capro cornu 
ferit ille Caveto. — But my Lord to give you Jour 


due, horning was not the only noble quality which 


you were endued with; for according to the uſual 
care of kind dame nature, who always provides an 
antidote for the poiſon, leſt your Lordſhip ſhould over- 
ſtock the world by /uperfetation, ſhe endued you with 
a hanging as well as an horning humour, there being 
none who has a better right to tate away life, than 
thoſe who have ſo good a hand at giving it. 3 
hence it was, that your Lordſhip became ſo inſtru- 
mental to enact the {ollowing laws for hanging thoſe 
whom you could not horn; for to ſay the truth of 
the Scots Preſbyterians, they were always a ſtubborn 
generation, znd the poet nie d them, when he brought 
them in ſaying to the King, | 
Sir, we your loyal ſubjects are 
To ſerve you both in peace and war, 
With our fortunes and our lives; 
But if our conſcience and our wives 
By any man be medled with, 
We'll both defend with all our pith. (/frength.) 
| a 3 . g crimes 


Ax The Epifile Dedicatory. | Y 


crimes expiable by no leſs than their gore, of which 1 
your Lordſhip was willing to have a crimſon badge, 
that the world might ſee you not only had a large 
acquaintance with thoſe of the meaner ſort; but that 
you had more than ordinary intereſt in the ſcarlet 
coloured lady. Now my Lord ſeeing you are honour- * 
ed to be a confeſſor, in plotting for, and eſpouſing 
the intereſt of a Catholic abſolute Prince, againſt one 
who is ſo wicked as to be a Calvinift, and ineakingly 
to ſubmit to the limits of the law: It cannot Ray, a 
ſeaſonable to preſent you with a catalogue of thoſe 
more noble dictates and generous practices of your , 
party, of which you may ſay, Quorum pars 0 
i; that by ruminating on thoſe Chriftian — 
tao to eblige diffknters in the late reigns, you max 
confirmed in the uftice of your cauſe, and the. in- 
juſtice of their preceettings, ſeeing they only impein 
you for hanging of them, and ſuffer your underlings to 
preach, whereas you would not ſuffer their preachers* 
to live, &c. Beſides, my Lord, it muſt needs afford you 
matter of very great comfort now in your ſolitude, ' 
to meditate on your charitable conver/ation, and to 
think how much you promoted wniver/al love to the 
tender ſex of which your Lordſhip's Tobacco-box, re- 
ſembling a P., as hereafter mentioned, deſerves to 
be conſecrated an everlaſting monument in futuram: , 
rei memoriam: and Loyn King at arms, will be wanting 
in bis duty, if he do not aſſign it as the Creſt of your... 
family to ſucceeding generations; and if he take my ,, 
advice in blazoning, he ſhall place it betwixt the 
Clefts of the Mitre. I have but one word more. to 
your Lordſhip, which is, that for your further ſatis- 
faction, I have ſubjoined a few inſtances of our 
brethren, the dignified, and your underlings the igt. 
rior clergy, that your Lordſhip may ſee the firſt were 
your fellow. labourers, and that the latter were very 
exact in performing their oath of Canonical obedi- 
ence. I reſt, My Lord, © a” 10 
Your Lordſhip's * LEY 
2% Obedient Servant, 
WILL. LAICcX 
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Tux PREFACE TO THE READER... © 


THE defign of moſt addreſſes of this ene he 


commend and ſet off the treatiſes. which they uſher 


into the world; but this is to make an apoldgy for what - 
real or imaginary faults may be in the following ſheets. - 


wherein you are fore - warned not to expect elegancy of 


ſtile, nor a rigid exactneſs of method, As to the firſt; 


the author confeſſes, that it is none of his talent; and for 


the ſecond, he hath rather obſerved the connexion of 
matter, than the exact order of the acts of Parliament 


which he cites, or pages of the authors book which he a 


- 


anſwers. 


In the ſecond place, he begs the favourable cenſure of 


his country-men, whom he proteſts that he has no 
to expoſe, but is merely neceſſitated for the defence of 
his country and their Church as by law eſtabliſhed, to 


enter upon this unpleaſant ſubject, and make it evident, 


that the preſent Legiſlators are juſtifiable to the higheſt 
degree, in what they have done againſt the Scots 


was done by proteſtants in any country, as will a 

by the catalogue of their laws, and the inftances of thei 
cruelty, exceeding - thoſe laws which are here exhibit- 
ed % 


In the third place, he begs ſomuch candour from Eng- 


kſh-men, that they would not think the worſe of Scots- 


men, becauſe of the cruelty and other, yillanies charged 


here and elſewhere upon a of them, as they would 


not have us to think ill of all Engliſh-men on the ac- 
count of Qeen Mary's bloody perſecution, the tyrannical 


proceedings of the Star-chamber, Jefferies bloody cam- 


paign, the arbitrary proceedings of the late reigns, or 


the odious and fulſome inſtances in the author of the con- 


tempt of the clergy, the cobler of Gloceſter, Gr. 


In the fourth place the author proteſts, that by the 5 
Church of England, which he has occafion to refleQ ſo 
often „ he underſtands only the faction, who ſhel- 


tering themſelves under that venerable name, oppoſed his 


Majeſty's defire of uniting his ſubjebis, both in his on 


and his Redeemer's ſervice, obſtructed the courſe of his 
conqueſts, as they did whatever was propoſed for his ſe- 
| | cCurity 
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and Prelatiſts, whoſe cruelty hath exceeded all that ever 
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curity and the nations advantage in Parliament, being 
the ſame party that is expoſed by Mr Hickeringil, un- 
der the title of Ceremony Mongers. And the learned and 
piour Counſellor Stephens, by the denomination, of the 
Church faction; the author being very well ſatisfied, that 
there are not a few very pious and worthy perſons both 
clergy and laity of the Church of England, that take 
contrary meaſures to the faction above-mentioned, who 
formerly perſecuted them too, under the odious names of 
Whiggs and Trimmers.— And as he never deſigned to re- 
fle& upon them, he hopes they will not be offended at 
his ufing the Church of England's name, ſeeing they 
know, that both their and our enemies uſe it to cover 
their deſigns againſt both our religious and civil hber; 
ties; and under a notion of zeal for the Church, have 
foiſted into places of power and truſt, thoſe who former- 
ly were inſtruments to bring us under Popery and ſlavery, 
and are ready to join in all occaſions with his Majeſty's 
enemies, if not in their forcible, yet in their fraudulent 
attempts. And they will have the leſs reaſon to 
blame me, when they confider that on pretence of zeal 
for her, they endeavoured to imbroil his Majeſty's at- 


fairs in Scotland, by medling where they had nothing to 


do, and preſuming againſt the rights of that free nation, 
to give counſel in things which they neither underſtand, 
nor have any right to concern themſelves with ;——and 
by their intereſt it is, that thoſe croaking frogs the Scots 
vagabond clergy, ſpued out.of their own country for de- 
bauchery and diſloyalty, have ſo much countenance in 
this kingdom, that they continually foment diſturbances 
in that, and ate no better than French incendiaries, tho' 
they impoſe upon the Church of England, as if they were 
ſufferers for her diſcipline.— I would earneſtly intreat all 
ſober Church of England men, to take notice of thele 
undeniable differences betwixt our Epiſcopacy and 
theirs; viz. Ours was forced upon us by the tyranny 
of our rulers, and Preſbytery being engrafted with our 
Reformation, Prelacy could never attain to a kindly no! 
plenary poſſeſſion as our cönſtant retaining of Kirk-lel- 
fions, Preſbyteries and Synods, even under Biſhops, when 
at their higheſt do fully demonſtrate : So that our N. 
ſhops being intruders, at firſt and laſt have generally been 
the warlt of the clergy, and greateft promoters of abi 
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trary government and Popery, as their-firm adherence to 
the late King James even after the abdication doth evi- 
dently teſtify. Whereas the Engliſh Reformation 
being carried on chiefly by their Biſhops, who concurred 
with the Prince, and were men of eminent piety and 
martyrs, their order Was not impugned as in Scotland, 
And hence it is, that both the Biſhops and inferior clergy 
in England, have been always better Proteſtants, leſs vio- 
lent againſt the diſſenters, and are at preſent more faith- 
ful to King William than were the late Biſhops and their 
clergy in Scotland; the truth of which no body can be 
ignorant of, who do but conſider how chearfully many 
of the Engliſh Biſhops and clergy did concur with the 
Revolution which our Scots Biſhops and clergy did ge- 
nerally oppoſe ; and therefore I hope that thoſe of the 
Church of 1 England, who have any zeal, either for his 
Majeſty or religion, will take heed how they entertain 
the ſtories of the Scots outed clergy, and find that they 
are rather ſufferers for King James and debauchery, than 
for the Engliſh Epiſcopacy. 

Fifthly, for the ſharpneſs of the ſtile, the author has 
this to ſay, that it is much ſhort of the other parties way 
of treating us, and hopes that it will not offend any ho- 
neſt man, that he tell the truth of the Epiſcopalians, in 
oppoſition to their lies of the Preſbyterians; and adds 
further, that their laws will evidence them to be cruets 
their inſtances exceeding thoſe laws, which make it ap- 
pear that they are barbarous ; their denying of both, 
makes it out that they are iar; their crying out of 
perſecution ſhews them to be difingenuous ; their oppoſing 
the government, makes it evident that they are rebels ; 
their contradictory oaths, demonſtrate that they are 
ferjured ; their ſcurrilous pamphlets, evince that they 
are blaſphemers : All which and more is undeniably prov- 
ed upon them in the following ſheets ; ſo that it can be 
no injury to call things by their right names. 

Sixthly, as for the inſtances of their villanous prac- 
tices, they are indeed a work unbecoming any modeſt 
pen to collect, but the author hopes, ſeeing it is in ſelf · 
defence, and that the Prelatiſts have been the firſt ag · 
greſſors, no man can take it ill to beat them at their 
own weapons, and to make it appear to the world, that 
they are highly guilty themſelves, of what they falſely 
charge upon . ; and the reader may be aſſured, that 


We 


. 
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we have taken fairer methods with them, than they have 
done with us, having taken care to inſert nothing but 
what we have received from credible hands, as. abhoring 
their method of inventing lies, new vamping old ftories 
fathered upon Quakers and Antintmians, and chargin 
them afreſh upon us, ſcraping together all the Foul 
month'd vomits which Atheiſts have ſpued out againſt 
religion itſelf, or {ending about the country to pum 
drunken, debauch'd fellows far ſtories againſt the Pret. 
byterians, as is known our antagoniſts did, and then ad- 


vance them for truths. Neither are we ſo diſingenuous, 


as to charge the whole with the faults of particulars, as 
they have done, though we have a much fairer plea to 
charge upon their collective body the faults of any of 
the princes, whoſe vaſſals-and ſlaves they were ſworn to 
be, as head of their Church, and the miſcarriages of 
their Archbiſhops and Biſhops, whoſe underhngs and 
journeymen they are, than they have to charge upon us 
the faults of partioular ſons of our communion.— And 
in the whole, we abſtain from all profane reflections up- 
on ſeriouſneſs and piety, with which they have ſeaſted 
the hobbiſts of the age. And indeed, if we had not been 
ſatisfied to the contrary, we would rather have thought 
that their blaſphemous pamphlet, entitled The Preſbyte- 
rian Eloguence, had been the compoſition of fuch avowed 
atheiſts or profane ſcoffers, as the Lacedemonian ſaciety, 
than any that had ever pretended to have been preachers 
of the goſpel; and certainly to all thinking s, they 
have really rendered themſelves and their cauſe liable to 
the ſevereſt of cenſures; and the ſober Church of Eng- 
land clergy, as I am fatisfied fome of them do, muſt needs 
think the authors and their abettors, perſons void of all 
religion and morality>——And it cannot but be comical 
for any thinking man to conſider, what ſort of men our 
Scots Prelatical clergy muſt needs be, when they were 
ſo earneſt for being admitted into the Church govern- 
ment and communion of diſcipline with the Preſbyterians, 
whom they repreſent under ſuch odious characters. 
Surely every body muſt think, that they can be no ho- 
neſt men themſelves, who defired to be aſſociated with 
ſuch knaves as they give us out for, which is indeed no- 
thing elſe but the effects of the rancour and malice they 
have always had againſt us, and now increaſed to B 


dowaright madneſs by their late diſappointments, _ 4 
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and E cannot ſuppoſe any body ſo great /a 
ON Us ſtranger in our Iſrael, as not to have 
-And heard the clamours of the Scots Epiſ- 
as up. copalians againſt the Preſbyterians, the 
eaſted Bookſellers ſtalls being crowded; and Coffee-houſes, 
been &c. ſtunned with repeated invectives againſt them: 
ought and though there are not wanting amongſt the ac- 
0050 cuſed party, men of ſufficient courage and ability to 
ie grapple with, yea, and to foil the moſt ſtrenuous of 

, 


their adverſaries, yet the harveſt is ſo great, and the 
faithful labourers ſo few, that they have little time, 
and leſs inclination to be diverted, but go on accord- 
ing to their ancient ſimplicity, to do well, and hear 
ill, knowing that they have the teſtimony of a good 
conicience towards God, and are ſufficiently fate as 
to their reputation at home, where the malice and 
ſalſehood of their accuſers and their own innocence 


7 were are writ with a Sun-beam, which, though ſufficient 
overn- WW to ſatisfy themſelves, is not ſo in reſpect of others, 
erians, amongſt whom ſuch virulent calumnies are diſſemi- 
* nated with the utmoſt induſtry. Hence it is, that 
ry the public is troubled with this inconſiderable de- 


tence, which may be properly ſo called, both in re- 
gard of the author and his management of it. Hows 
ever 


1 
ever, ſeeing his zeal hath prevailed with him to throw 
in his mite, he hopes that others will be thence in- 
duced to contribute out of their larger treaſures, and 
in the mean time, that what is well deſigned, will 
not be ill taken. | | 

It is a piece of common juſtice univerſally allow. 
ed, that the accuſed ſhould have liberty to object a- 
gainſt the evidence of the accuſer; and, according as 
the witneſſes are found honeſt or diſhoneſt, the ac. 
cuſed party is condemned or acquitted. And there. 
fore if we can evince, that our accuſers are Male fame 
Homines, and ſtand convicted of notorious crimes, we 
may boldly claim the privilege of mankind, to be 
abſolved from their accuſation. 

Then, in the firſt place, we charge our accuſers 
with inveterate malice, which is of itſelf enough to 
invalidate their teſtimony. 

Secondly, We charge them with having formed 
their malicious purpoſes againſt us deliberately into 
ſanguinary laws. 


' Thirdly, We charge them with ſuch an exceſſive 


height of rage, as to have murdered many of the ac- 
cuſed party, when they could not reach them by the 
ſaid laws. And, if we can make good this charge, 
we make no doubt of having this concluſion granted, 
That they who have murdered our perſons, are not 
to be intruſted with our reputations. The devil hav» 
ing been a murderer and a liar from the beginning, 
his followers who violate the Sixth, can never be ſup- 
poſed to have any regard to the Ninth Command- 
ment. 

In the „ie place, To make good the charge of their 
inveterate malice, we need do no more but appeal 
to the records fince the time of King James the Sixth, 
to this very day, it being evident, that they were the 
firſt agreſſors, and impugned the government of the 
Church of Scotland by Preſbytery, which was the 
firſt that it had after the reformation, as will appear 
to any who conſult either the acts of Parliament or 


General Aſſembly.— What they object as to ſuper- 
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intendencies being firſt eſtabliſhed, which they, con- 
trary to all reaſon, will have to be a ſpecies of their 
prelacy, needs no other anſwer but this, that tlioſe 
Superintendants had the very ſame form of ordina- 
tion with other miniſters, which is ſet down at large 
in Knox's Hiſtory. Their office was temporary dur- 
ing the exigence of the Church, that they might ſup- 

ly the then deſolate congregations, or take care to 
$f them ſupplied, and they were at the ſame time 
accountable to the Preſbyters, who gave them their 
authority, which are altogether inconſiſtent with Epiſ- 
copacy.— King James indeed did introduce Pre- 
lacy afterwards by very unfair methods, as appears 
by Calderwood's Hiſtory, on deſign to ingratiate him- 
ſelf with the Church of England, he knowing well 
enough, and it has been apparent fince, that ſhe can 
make and unmake Kings as well as the Church of 
Rome, though ſhe fwear to the contrary. And he 
was alſo ſenſible, that ſhe who had cut off his Mother's 


head, would never let the Son's arſe come on the Sad- 


dle (to uſe an expreſſion of his own in another caſe), 
if he did not make the altar at Jeruſalem, like that 
of Damaſcus 4 


But it being too tedious to go through all their me-. 


thods of perſecution in his and King. Charles the 
Firſt's time, I ſhall reſtrict myſelf to a ſummary ac- 
count of that in King Charles the Second's, and King 
James the Seventh's time, and for vouchers ſhall give 
you their Acts of Parliament, that the world may ſee 
what faith is to be given to thoſe men who have had 
the impudence to deny their perſecution, which, as 
in itſelf, was imparallel'd by any but that of France, 
whereof it ſeems to have been the original; ſo no 
men in the world have ever had the impudence as to 
deny matter of fact ſo demonſtrable ; except it be the 
French Jeſuits and Scots Prelatiſts, who are apparent- 
ly raen of the ſame kidney; as it is too evident they 


are embarked in the ſame deſign, of which the latter 


have given and continue to give too pregnant proofs; 
though not many weeks ago there were none ſo ſu- 


A 2 perlatively 
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perlatively loyal to the preſent government, if you 
would take their own word for it, as they; nor, ac- 
cording to them, none ſo ſeditious as the Preſhyte. 
rians; and yet the providence of God hath given the 
government, which was ſo much impoſed upon by 
them, a ſight of their diſloyalty, as appears by the late 
roclamations and orders of council againſt many of 
them, for refuſing to pray for their Majeſties ſince the 
deſigned French Invaſion; and of the others unde. 
niable firmneſs, notwithſtanding of their falſe repre- 
ſentations to the contrary by their agents at court, 
and the lying pamphlet called, The Preſbyterian 
Eloquence. 8 
Upon King Charles the Second's return from his 
travels (as he uſed to call them) ſome Scots miniſters, 
having had but too much experience of his looſeneſs 
in all reſpects, met to draw up a monitory petition, 
congratulating his return, and putting him in mind 


of his covenant engagements to promote and pre- 


ſerve the reſormation; wkereupon the committee of 
Rates, then ſitting, impriſoned them without hearing, 
though there was no Jaw againſt what they then did, 
The matter itſelf, as after-experience teſtified, being 
but too neceſſary, and what was incumbent upon the 
ſtate itſelf to have done; and herein the faid mini- 
ſters ſhewed themſelves more ingenuous and concern- 
ed for their religion than a certain Biſhop of Durham, 
who was witneſs to the perverſion of the King and 
his Brother, and yet had neither ſo much zeal for the 
Proteſtant religion, nor love to his country, as to dil. 
cover the ſame ; ſor probably that would have ſpoil- 
ed the reſtitution of Prelacy: And you know the mo- 
dern maxim of the party, Better be Papiſis than Preſ- 
byterians. 

2. To approve this afterward, they procured a law, 
Car. 2. Parl. 1. Sef. 2. Act. 2. declaring petitions to 
be unlawful and ſeditious; and yet we know what a 
clamour was raiſed in England on impriſoning the 
Seven Biſhops for their petitions; and how much it 
contributed to the dethroning of the late King James. 
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And, though I ſhall not vindieate his carriage toward 
them; yet Ithink it was but Phaleris's Bull, and they had 
but the ſame meaſure which their party gave to others. 
3. In the firſt Seſſion of the firſt Parliament of 
Car. 2. held by the Earl of Middleton, they enacted 
an abſolute and implicite oath of allegiance and ſu- 
premacy without the former limitations, whereby 
both the liberties of the Church and ſtate were invaded, 
and the government of the former left wholly to the 
King; ſo that he was made the fountain of all Church- 
power; and it may eaſily be conjectured what hal- 
lowed ſtreams could proceed from ſuch an impure 
fountain: Who can bring a clean thing out of an un- 
clean? This was framed on purpoſe to bring the Preſ- 
byterians under a ſnare, becauſe they were known to 
be Anti-Erraſtian ; and, for oppoſing this ſupremacy, 
Mr James Guthry, a famous miniſter, was afterward 
beheaded, the party being reſolved to write their laws, 
like thoſe of Draco, in blood. And yet they cannot, 
among all the inſtances which they have feigned by 
the help of the father of lies, give us one of any of 
their Eccleſiaſticks, or indeed Layicks, that have ſuf- 
ſered for diſowning the preſent King's right to the 
Crown, which was never denyed by Mr Guthry to 
King Charles. And indeed the Preſbyterians were 
generally ſo ſenſible of King Charles's good nature, 
that they looked upon the following ſanguinary laws 
to have Lo extorted from him by a prevailing fac- - 
tion and ill council. Nies | 
Parl. 1. Sefſ. 1.. AF. 2, 3, 4, 5, 11. An acknow- 
ledgement of this vaſt and unlimited prerogative was 
formed and impoſed, which became a ſnare to many 
who could not break their oaths, whereby they were 
obliged to maintain the privileges of Parliaments and 
Preſbyterian government, which they were perſuad- 
ed and ready to prove was moſt agreeable to the word 
of God, and eſtabliſhed by conventions of ſtate and 
parliaments from 1640 to 1650, called and approved 
by Charles the Firſt. 
Parl. 1. $f}. 1. 4 7. and Parl. 1. Sefſ. 2. Act 2. They 
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National Covenant ſhould have no obligation or bind. 
ing force, annulling all acts and conſtitutions Eccle- 
ſiaſtical or Civil approving them, and cauſed them to 
be. burnt by the hand of the hangman, though the 
national covenant had been ratified by their martyr 
King Charles the Firſt; and the other taken by Charles 
the Second, as the condition of his admiſſion to the 
Crown, having at his Coronation ſolemnly owned be. 
fore all the people, that he took the ſame voluntarily, 
and wiſhed that God might bake him out of his inbe- 
ritance, if he did-not. And whether the event did 
not anſwer his imprecation, let his firſt travels (as 
he called them) and the manner of his going off the 
ſtage at laſt, teſtify. Nay, the fury of the faction 
was ſo great, that they annulled the covenant in groſs, 
though many things which themſelves will own to 
be neceſſary duties, were contained therem: And 
how its poſlible for any human authority to diſſolve 


the obligation of an oath ſo ſolemnly ſworn to God 


as this was, (the controverted articles of which are 
by many of themſelves owned indifferent) let them 
judge that have any remainders of piety left. But as 
the ſaction acted mala fide with the King in perſuad- 
ing him that there was no obligation upon him by 
virtue of this oath, they proceeded to give his ſucceſ- 


ſor a clearer commentary on the text, which is in- 


deed, to them no oath is binding; for never was any 
thing conceived in plainer terms to abjure reſiſtance 
than the declaration in Scotland and the oath impoſ- 
ed upon all the eccleſiaſticks in England; and yet 
how they obſerved it toward the late King James, let 


God, the world, and the late Revolution witneſs. 'The . 


carriage of the Prelatical party in that reſpect being 
an inſtance of the groſſeſt prevarication, to ſay na 
worſe, that ever was heard of amongſt any party of 
Proteſtants, to aCt ſo diametrically oppoſite to an oath 
and principle bragged of as the characteriſtick of the 
party for thirty years; and herein the judgment of 
God is very remarkable, that as the Crown ſet up this 


party by the moſt daring perjury that ever was known 
before 
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mts OS. | 
d before; the ſame party hath thruſt that family from 


e- the Throne by a copy exactly anſwering the original, 
to which J hope his preſent Majeſty, who has as good 
ne and indiſputable a title to the Crown as ever King 
yr had, will take notice of, and beware of truſting too 
es much to that faction, ſeeing his moſt dangerous and 
he ſubtile enemies are amongſt them; and I cannot think 
e- on it without regrate that any pious or ſober men of 
y, the party ſhould, by a miſtaken zeal, go along with the 
be- reſt, and countenance them in ſuch methods, as are 
id deſtructive to his Majeſty's intereſt, which is inſeper- 
as able from that of our religion and liberties. 

he Nota, That by the perjury charged upon the fac- 
on tion above, no reflection is intended on thoſe that 
ſs, never believed Paſhve Obedience in the full extent 
to that it was preached up to in the late reigns, and 
nd always underſtood that Kings had a limited power; 
ve but on ſuch as preached it, and preſſed it upon others, 
od and yet acted contrary to it themſelves, when their 
are own intereſt came to be touched. 

em Next they cut off, under pretence of complying 
a8 with the Engliſh (though they had ſubdued the land, 
ad- and in that caſe there was no preſerving of the na- 
by tion without doing ſo) the Marqueſs of Argile and 
el- Lord Warriſton, though their very Judges had been 
in- as guilty, if not guiltier than themſelves; afterwards - 
ny. they find above 800 Gentlemen exorbitantly, and 
ce ſome of them twice under different names on the 
of + {me account: And, laſtly, cut off Mr Guthry for op- 
yet poling the Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy ; baniſhed other 


let Minitters that witneſſed againſt ſuch proceedings, 
The and many, India cauſa, without ever allowing them 
ing an hearing or an extract of the ſentence, to know 
no why they were baniſhed. Now I would fain have 
of the Party, who are ſo impudent as to make a cla- 
ath mour of being perſecuted beyond expreſſion, to give 
the us an inſtance of any of their nobility or gentry 


executed, though they have been in actual Rebellion 
againſt the Government; or of any of their Clergy 
beheaded or baniſhed for diſowning their Majeſty's 


= 


title, though in juſtice they might. But we would 
have them to know, that King William 1s too brave 
to auſpicate his reign like a butcher in the ſham. 
bles, and has courage enough to chaſtiſe the villains, 
when they dare appear in arms againſt him; and 


its below his grandeur and magnanimous foul to be . 


in the leaſt concerned at the croaking of the crape 
gowns, which is but like the barking of a dog 
at the moon, thoughthey and their party found them. 
ſelves obliged to contrary methods to make way for the 
reintroduction of the abjured Prelacy, which they 


ſettled by S. 2. Parl. 1. anno 1662, The act declar- 


ing, That the diſpoſal of the government of the 
Church doth properly belong to his Majeſty, as an 
inherent right of the crown, by virtue of his royal 
prerogative and ſupremacy in cauſes eccleſiaſtical: 
— Here was a foundation laid for tyranny and po- 
pery with a witneſs; ſo that I do not ſee, why accor- 
ding to this act, the late King, aſſiſted by the innuen- 
ces of judges or other tricks, might not have ſubject- 
ed that Church to a Papal government, and in a 


little time brought in popery too. According to the 


ſaying of his grandfather, By my foul man, give me 
but the making of Biſhops and Judges, and J will make 
Law and Goſpel what 1pleaſe; and if unfortunate King 
James had not by the providence of God controvert- 
ed with the Biſhops then in poſſeſſion, he might 
have made further advances than he did. 

AF z. Se. 2. Patronages were reſtored, and con- 
fequently people deprived of their right of calling 
and chuſing miniſters; and thoſe who had entered 
without the patron's preſentations fince 1649, were 
diſpoſſeſſed. 

After this, by the inſtigation of the Prelates, the 
Council not the Parliament) by their act O06. 1662. 
turned 309 miniſters out of their charges without 
either accuſation, citation, conviction, or ſentence, 
or a hearing allowed them; and the reſt of the mini- 
ſters were in great numbers thruſt from their pariſnes, 


twenty miles ſrom their own Church, ſix miles from 
| a cathedral 
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a Cathedral, and three from a burgh, meerly becauſe 
they could not in conſcience own the Prelates. Now 
what forehead of brals can the depoſed Prelatiſts 
have to complain of their being thruſt out for.intrud- 
ing upon the labours of thofe men ſo illegally extrud- 
ed, end for diſowning the King's government, when 
they dealt ſo with the Preſbyterians meerly for not 
owning the Epiſcopal government ? And what credit. 
can the Church of England have by eſpouſing ſuch 
mens cauſes, and ſoliciting his Majeſty on their be- 
half againſt himſelf under the hypocritical pretence 
of zeal for Epiſcopacy, whereas that has never been, 
made the teſt ? But it ſeems indeed, that their con- 
cern is greater for the Mitre than the Crown, and for 
Prelacy than Proteſtancy, which in the greateſt part 
of the Reformed Churches has been better without it 
than ever it was here with it; if not, yet the ſchiſms, 
nay and hereſies amongſt themſelves, (which their 
government fo much admired for that end) las not. 
been able to ſuppreſs; and the deplorable corruption 
of manners witneſs, which the King and Queen to 
their praiſe be it ſpoken, have endeavoured to re- 
form; but it ſeems the Churches cannon 1s nailed 
up; for we have heard none of their peals of ordi- 
nance againſt it; nor 1 doubt ever ſhall, except in 
matters of money—though they wanted neither pow - 
der nor ball when Diſſenters were to be excommunt- 
cated; ſo true is the obſervation, That thoſe who are 
molt zealous for the commandments of men are lealt 
zealous for the commandments of God. 

Att. 4. Sefſ. 1. Parl. 1. Char. 2. It was enacted, 
That none thould be maſters in any univerſity, ex- 
cept they take the-oath of allegiance, and ſubmit to 
own Prelacy, nor be ſo much as ſchool-maſter, tutor 
or pedagogue to children without a Prelates licence. 
Now, this being conſidered, let any man judge how 
much candour the author of the Preſbyterian inquiſi- 
tion can have; or whether it may not be properly ſaid 
to him, Turpe eff Doctori, &c. ſeeing he complains of 
the Epiſcopal profeſlors being turned out of the Tr 
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lege of Edinburgh, becauſe they would not accord- 
ing to the act of parliament, own Preſbyterian go- 
vernment: So that they can have no ſubterfuge, but 
to fly to the merits of the cauſe, wherein we are 
ready for them when they pleaſe. And our modera- 
tion toward them is evident enough, in not hinder. 
ing them to teach ſchools, which they never allowed 


us; but it is yet more conſpicuous in admitting ſome 


of them to Churches upon their ſubmiſſion, ſeeing 
we had all the reaſon in the world to refuſe it even 
then, conſidering how little conſcience they have 
formerly made of oaths or ſubſcriptions. Act 5. Se 
2. Par. 1. Car. 2. It was enacted, that all perſons, in 
any public truſt or office, ſhould ſubſcribe the de- 
claration, renouncing and abjuring the covenants, 
under pain of loſing the privileges of magiſtrates, and 
alſo the privileges of merchandizing, trading, and 
others belonging to a burgeſs; Ad 3. Sefſ. 3. Parl. 
1. Car. 2. exactly according to the pattern of Rome, 
none muſt buy or ſell, but ſuch as have the mark of 
the beaſt. Pray where are there any ſuch acts a- 
gainſt the Prelatiſts now? Here you may note, that 
its not to be wondered at how the Parliaments of 
Scotland came after this to go along with the courſe 
of the times; for this declaration excluded all Preſ- 
byterians from the leaſt ſliare of the government; 
that none of them could ſo much as be of the Coun- 
cil of any town: So that its apparent their numerous 
Parliaments which they brag of, as having ſettled 
Epiſcopacy, were but ſo many pack'd clubs, and not 
the true repreſentatives of the nation. Now I would 
fain have our Prelatiſts anſwer, whether it had not 
been juſt according to the Talion law, to have made 
all public truſt now, abjure Prelacy and arbitrary 
government: Yet we have not ſo treated them. 
AZ. 2. Sefſ. 2. Parl. 1. Car. 2. They declared peti- 
tions to be ſeditious, and diſcharged all writing, print- 
ing, remonſtrating, praying or preaching, thewing a- 
ny diſlike of the King's abſolute prerogative and ſu- 
premacy, in cauſes eccleſiaſtic, or the government of 
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the church by biſhops. And 44 4. ibid. diſcharged 


all private meetings in houſes. Here is a ſtretch with 
a witneſs, that poor oppreſſed people muſt not have 
liberty to petition God or man for a redreſs of griev- 
ances; I cannot tell whence they had their copy, if 
not from that of Darius againſt Daniel; however it 
ſeems they were afraid of our prayers: As their pre- 
deceſſor the perſecuting Queen Dowager ſaid, ſhe was 
more afraid of John Knox's prayers, than an army of 
ten thouſand men. But we have made no ſuch laws 
againſt them, for in truth we fear not their intereſt at 
God's throne ; nor will we decline to give them 2 fair 
hearing before any throne on earth, except thoſe of 
their allies, the Turk, French King and Pope. But I 
would fain know of our gentlemen, how they would 
take it, to be declared ſeditious, for ſpeaking, print- 
ing, petitioning or remonſtrating againſt Preſbyte- 
rian government, and yet we had reaſon enough to 
have treated them ſo, 

S./. 3. AF 2. They declare that all nonconformed 
miniſters that ſhall preſume to exerciſe their miniſtry 
all be puniſhed as ſeditious perſons; and require of 
all, in acknowledgment of, and compliance with his 
Majeſty's government eccleſiaſtical, that they give 
their concurrence and countenance to the Curates, 
and attend their meetings for worſhip. —-Ordaining 
that each nobleman, 'gentleman, or heritor withdraws 
ing ſhould loſe the fourth part of their years rent; 
every yeoman the fourth of his moveables, and each 
burgeſs the loſs of his burgeſsſhip with the fourth of 
his moveables, with a reference to the council for fur- 
ther punithment, and more effeCtual execution. The 
Council proſecuted this act very vigoroully by iſſu- 
ing proclamations, requiring all to keep their pariſh 
churches under pain of twenty ſhillings for every de- 
fiult; diſcharging all preaching, praying, or hearing 
in families, where three or more than the domeſtics 
were preſent, as unlawful conventicles; certifying 
that all ſuch meetings, not authoriſed, ſhall be puniſh- 


ed by pecunial and corporal pains, at the pleaſure Nr. 
e 
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the council; and commanding all maſters of families, 
heritors, landlords, and magiſtrates of burghs to cauſe 
their ſervants, dependants, tenants, taxmen, cottars, 
and all under their charge, to ſubmit and conform to 
the Curates miniſtry: And yet the faction, who are 
able to out. lie Lucifer himſelf, ſay, that there was no 
perſecution againſt us. Here it is worrh the while 
to obſerve, what good grounds the Preſbyterians had 
for diſſent from their churches, ſeeing their preſence 
was required as a teſtimony of their owning the King's 
unlimitted ſupremacy in church affairs, the ordina- 
tion of the Prelates, and the lawfulneſs of the Curates 
miniſtry, who were intruded upon them by force, 
had renounced the Covenant, to which moſt of them 
had actually ſubſcribed, came in upon the labours of 
other men, unjuſtly and without due form of law put 
out, being molt of them beſides ſcandalous in their 
lives and heterodox in their doctrine. Now there is 
no ſuch law againit their preaching or frequenting 
meetings, though there is much more reaſon for it; 
there being nothing in our way of adminiſtration that 
ever they ſcrupled at; and beſides its known that moſt 
of them are enemies to the preſent government, which 
they refuſe ſo much as to own or pray for, as appears 
by ſome of them being lately baniſhed Edinburgh; and 
by their Majeſty's proclamations againſt ſuffering ſuch 
to preach, though they were impoſed upon not long 
ago by the intefeſt of the Church of England, to dit- 
oblige the Preibytertans by diſſolving the Afſembly, 
turning their friends out of Council, and putting in 
ſuch as were their greateſt and moſt barbarous per- 
ſecutors, nay in plain terms, enemies to their..own 
government; and all this in favour of thoſe unwor- 
thy hireling Curates, whoſe ingretitude to the go- 
vernment has appeared ſo evidently, while the zeal of 
the Preibyterians for the ſame has not been in the 
leaſt duniniſhed, notwithſtanding of the ill offices of 
the high flown Church of England men in perſuad- 
ing his Majeſty co diſoblige them at a time when we 
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| 
were threatened with an invaſion from abroad, and 
a Popiſh Prelatical plot at home. | 
For putting the above mentioned laws in execu- 
tion, the King erected a high commiſhon-court, con- 
ſiſting of Prelates, Noblemen Magiſtrates of burghs, 
and ſome ſoldiers impowered by virtue of his ſupremacy 
to ſuſpend, deptive, and excommunicate, fine, confine 
and impriſon all keepers of conventicles, which hotch | 
potch of a court made perſons brought before them 
to anſwer ſuper inquirendis contrafy to the law unre- 1 
pealed, via. Fac, 6. Parl. 10. A. 13. An. 1585. | 
without either accuſation or admitting legal defences, | 
except they took the ſaid oaths. This ſame court | 
proceeded to ſtigmatize, ſcourge, baniſh, and ſell for | 
ſlaves to Barbadoes, c. They ordered Churches to | 
be beſet where Preſbyterian miniſters had not yet | 
zen ejected, and forced all within to pay fines. | 
The rudeneſs of the booted Apoſtles was ſuch, that 
they would damn and ſwear in the Churches, that if 
the people kept not to their own pariſhes, they would | 
ſhoot the word into them with powder and ball: 
And at the ſame.time they riffled the people, taking | 
the men and womens upper garments, and throwing * 
the bibles about, making every one {wear whether it 
was their own pariſh-church or not; and particularly 
they took Mr Sinclar of Ormiſton out of his pulpit 
while a praying. So that you ſee the religion of 
thoſe miſſionaries and the worthy authors of the Preſ- 
byterian Eloquence is all of a piece. Now I would 
aſk them in their own conſciences, whether they be 
thus treated at their meetings, or whether thoſe who 
rabbled their preachers, as they call'd it, during the 
interregnum were ſo impious and blaſphemous, which 
if they had, it could not reflect ſuch an adium on the 
Preſbyterians, ſeeing it was not done by authority as 
their ungodly courſes above mentioned were. But 
to return to the matter : Sometimes they went to the 
Curates Churches and fined ſuch as they found ab- 
ent at their pleaſure; ſometimes they drove all to 
Church by force, beating, wounding and binding 
B ſuch 


1 


ſuch as refuſed : ſometimes they levied exorbitant 
fines by plunder, puniſhing huſbands for their wives, 
and parents for their children; ſometimes they would 
exact the fines thrice over; and after all, compel the 


people to ſign an acknowledgment that they had 


been civily uſed; yea, the ſoldiers at length became 
ſo rude, that no marriageable woman could with ſafety 
ſtay in the houſes (which was but very natural, that 
the Apoſtles of the Church ſhould imitate its head) 
and when the poor children, which were left at home, 
offered to ſatisfy their hunger with the broth, where- 
in their parents ſheep and oxen had been boiled, the 
bleſled Apoſtles would not permit them till ſuch time 
as their dogs had lapped and left, ſaying, they came 
to deſtroy and would deſtroy. Their religion was 
alſo of a piece with their morals, for they publicly 
mocked preaching and ſinging of Pſalms, by taking 
a text out of an old amorous and Scots poem, called the 
Cherry and the Sloe, and ſinging the other part of it 
for Pſalms.—Nay, they were ſo void of all fear of 
God, that one of their number being dead, another 
aſked, why the devil he did ſo without acquainting 
him firſt, that he might have ſent by him to provide 
quarters for himſelf in hell? A bleſſed Church that 
muſt uſe ſuch tools to force people to her commu- 
nion. Sure they cannot charge us with ſuch methods 
and tools to force communion with us; nor indeed 
are we fond of their ſociety, leſt they ſhould bring a 
curſe with them, as 1s ſtoried of a lewd fellow, who 
being at ſea in a tempeſt, began to call upon the 
gods; whereupon another checkt him and bid. him 
hold his peace, leſt the gods hearing he was there, 
ſhould dettroy all the reſt for his ſake. 

The above mentioned Canibal laws and the fury 
of the Prelatiſts, which carried them beyond the ex- 
tent of the ſaid laws, having enraged the country, 
and exaſperated the ſpirits of the poor ſufferers, ſome 
of them meeting a party of ſoldiers with two or 
three of their brethren tied neck and heels and car- 
ried through the country on horſeback in that man- 
ner, 
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ner, deſired they would not uſe men ſo brutiſhly, 
which the prelatical Apoſtles took in ſuch dudgeon, 
that they preſently fell upon them; but happening to 
be worſted, and one of them killed, - tlie poor men 
knowing that they were ſure to be put to death, if 
ever apprehended, kept together; and many in the 
like circumſtances, gathering to them, they reſolved 
to petition the council for a redreſs of their grievances, 
and becauſe they could not in ſafety do it otherwiſe, 
did it in arms. — And the Prelatical party, according 
to that treachery which is inſeparable from them 
attacked them in the very time, when their ſupplica- 
tion was to have been preſented to the council accor- 
ding to their own promiſe; and having defeated 
them, the priſoners after quarter and ſolemn parol of 
having their lives ſpared, were treacherouſly hanged 
and quartered, and their limbs ſet up in the moſt 
remarkable places of the kingdom; which diſhon= 
ourable and unmilitary way of proceeding was diſ- 
reliſhed by their own Prelatical General Deelzet, 
who having been bred in Muſcovy, underſtood no- 
thing but the ſword ;—And becauſe their laſt ſpeeches. 
and behaviour were enough to convince all men that 
they died not as criminals, but with as much com- 
poſure of ſpirit and affurance of acceptation before 
God as martyrs for his ſake as thoſe of the primitive 
times, ſome of them having alſo on the ſcaffold pre- 
dicted the fall of Prelacy at.preſent verefied. Our 
Prelatiſts according to the D. of Alvas's practice a- 
gainſt the proteſtants in the Netherlands, beat drums 
that their ſpeeches might not be heard. Now upon 
the account of this and following inſurrections, they 
pretend to have ſufficient ground for their ſeverity 
againſt us; but I would defire the reader to conſider 
what they can pretend for ſo many bloody laws and 
barbarities before this inſurrection, and whether or 
not it was poſſible for fleſh and blood to bear ſuch 
inhumanities as we ſuffered without doing more than 


we did. Nay, I appeal to all the world, whether the 


Church of England and the Prelatical party of Scot- 
B 2 land. 
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land had ſuffered any thing comparable to what is 
above related, though nothing in compariſon of what 
is yet to come; when the one took up arms and cud. 
gelled out of his kingdoms, him, whom their ſqueem- 
11h conſciences could not hear of excluding, while the 
court perſecuted the Preſbyterians by his inſtigna- 
tion; and the other either concurred in it or with- 
held their aſliſtance from him contrary to their ſo- 


lemn oaths and pretended principles :—And whether 


or not that could be called rebellion in us, which 
was meerly done for ſelf-defence and redreſs of grie- 
vances committed by thoſe who exceeded the worſt 
of their own unjuſt laws, and that not rebellion in 
them to reſiſt, nay, dethrone him for acting accord- 
ing to what they had preached from their pulpits, de- 
clared in their univerſities, and pronounced judici- 
ally from their courts of juſtice, was in his power to 
do. 

After the ſaid defeat, ſoldiers were ſent out on 
free quarter to examine men by tortures, threatening 
to kill or roſt alive thoſe that would not declare all 
they knew acceſſory to that inſurrection, who accord- 
ingly by fire matches and other tortures, as Sir James 
Turner in Galloway forced women to diſcover their 
huſbands and other relations; plundered and impri- 
ſoned ſuch as harboured them; murdered ſome with- 
out proceſs that really could not, but they pretended 
would not, diſcover the ſaid people; and drove away 
the flocks of the country without reſpect to perſons 
guilty or innocent, purſuant to the worthy maxim of 


Charles the Chaſte aud James the Juſt, who ſaid, It 


would never be qwell till all that part of Scotland on 
this fide the Forth were made an hunting-field ; know- 
ing by natural inſtinct, that many of thoſe in the 
north, who as they concurred with Dundee in his 
rebellion, and are now the grand ſticklers for Prelacy, 
and the ſpued out Clergy would be their good 
friends. a | 

In the next place, they declared all ſuch as had 


been in arms, and many others who had not, to be 
| rebels; 


L 


rebels; threatening alikepuniſhment tothem and thoſe 
who ſhould harbour, relieve, or ſo much as ſpeak. to 
1 many gentlemen, miniſters and 


others were foreſeited, yea, ſome who had neither 


been preſent at the ſaid inſurrection, nor ſo much as 
cited or convicted, were forefeited contrary to A. 
11. Parl. 2. Car. 2. and further, all Preſbyterians 
and ſuch as did not join in ſuppreſſing that inſurree- 
tion were robbed of their arms and horſes. I would 
deſire the Prelatical party to anſwer in their own 
conſciences, what they think would have become of 
the  greateit part of their number in Scotland, and 
many of their party in England, if the preſent 
Government took ſuch methods? And how they 
can have the impudence to complain of the preſent 
Adminiſtration ? 

The next method of perſecution was the impoſing 
of oaths and bonds deceitfully and ambiguoully fram- 
ed, and that in ſuch numbers as the like hath not 
been heard of in any nation; there being ſcarce one 
year ſince that time, wherein ſeveral of theſe oaths 
and bonds have not been impoſed contradictory to 
one another: But finding this ineffectual to ſuppreſs 
meetings, they betook themſelves to another method, 
viz. to grant an indulgence, anne 1669, to ſome out- 
ed miniſters, but not in ſuch numbers as were able 
to ſupply the people, that not being. their deſign, but 
to create a diviſion amongſt the Preſbyterians; be- 
cauſe they knew ſome, of them would ſcruple it as 
flowing from the King's ſupremacy; and being in it- 
ſelf againſt law, they took care to lodge ſuch a power 
in the King afterwards : Parl. 2.- A 1. Car. 2. held 
by the Earl of Lauderdale. They declared that by 
virtue of the ſupremacy the ordering of the govern- 
ment of the Church doth properly belong to his Ma- 
jeſty and ſucceſſors, as an inherent right to the crown 
and that he may enact and emit ſuch conſtitutions, 
acts and orders concerning Church adminiſtrations, 
perſons, meetings, and matters as he in his royal wil- 
dom ſhall think fit; which acts, orders, Cc. are to be 
B 3 obſerved 
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obſerved and obeyed by all ſubjects, any law, act or 
cuſtom to the contrary notwithſtanding. This act 
was made with the concurrence and conſent of the 
Prelates : So that you ſee, they cloathed him and his 
ſucceſſors with an abſolute power not only in Church 
government, but matters, and what that includes, 
no body knows; but ſubjects were bound to obey, be 
what it will; and if this be not implicit faith, I do 
not know what it is. And I would fain know of 
our Church of England-men, who do ſo much com- 
plain of the injury done to the Scots Prelats and Pre- 
latiſts, whether or not they think, that the maintainers 
of ſuch principles are fit to have the direction of 
peoples conſciences. 

The people finding themſelves ſo liable to be ſur- 
prized, and conſequently barbarouſly treated when in 
houſes, betook themſelves in great numbers to the 
fields, that they might enjoy the miniſtry of their 
old paſtors: whereupon the council, at the inſtigation 
of the Biſhops and Curates, raiſed troops of horſe 
and dragoons to purſue them as traitors, to ſeize all 
that either they could find at meetings, or ſuſpect to 
be coming to or from them; offering certain prizes 
for ſuch and ſuch miniiters heads if brought in dead 
or alive; whence murders were committed, priſong 
filled, many baniſhed, and ſome hundreds outlawed. 
Now ſurely theſe gentlemen cannot ſay they are fo 
treated for their conventicles, wherein its plain they 
preach treaſon. 

Then anno 1670. according to their uſual. method 
to legalize ſuch practices after they were committed. 
Sefſ. 2. Parl. 2. held by Lauderdale, they enacted, 
that all of every quality and ſex called to depone up- 
- on oath their knowledge of ſuch meetings and perſons 
at them, ſhould declare the ſame in all particulars that 
ſhould be aſked at them on pain of fining, impriſonment, 
baniſhment, and tranſportation to the Indies, as the 
council ſhall think fit. Act. 5. They declared, that 
all outed miniſters found preaching or praying in 
any houſe, except in and to their own family, ſhall 
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not to do the like again; and every hearer ſhall be 
tctics quoties fined, each tenant 25 pound, each cot- 
ter 12. and that all who preach in the field or in any 
houſe, where any of the people are without doors, 
ſhall be pumiſhed with death; and any that ſhall 
ſeize and ſecure any of them, dead or alive, ſhall have 
oo merks reward. The magiſtrates of burghs were 
alſo liable to be fined at the council's pleaſure, for 
conventicles kept in burroughs; and they to be reim- 
burſed from the land-lord in whoſe houſe the con- 
venticle was; and men were to be fined, if their 
wives or Children went to conventicles; the magi- 
itrates, who were negligent herein, being to be punith- 
ed as the council ſhall think fit. By Act 6. they 
1mpoſed exorbitant and tyrannicak fines on ſuch as 
ſhould have their children baptized at any ſuch meet- 
ings, from 100. to 20 J. for each, according to their 
ſeveral qualities; and. ſervants in half their wages. 
And by Ad 11. Se. 3. Parl. 2. laid the ſame fines 
upon thoſe who ſhould keep their children unbaptia- 
ed for 30 days together. Ad 7. they impoſed intol- 
lerable tines on ſuch as ſhould abſent three Sabbath 
days together from their Churches. And A g. 
Se. 3. declared all ordination of miniſters ſince the 
vear 1661. which. have not been by biſhops, to be 
null and invalid; and that they are no miniſters, that 
are otherwiſe ordained—which ungodly acts were 
put as cruelly in execution, wherever the malice of 
the party could- find opportunity. Surely the party. 
cannot charge us with ſuch barbarous laws againit. 
their hearing and baptizing with Epiſcopal preachers;. 
and yet they cry out of perſecution. | 
By what's above, we ſee that the Prelatical Parlia-- 
ment of Scotland declare the ordination of foreign 
profeſt Churches invalid, and yet too many unthink- 
ing and looſe foreign divines, becauſe of their igno- 
rance of the ſtate of the controverſy betwixt us, and 
that the Church of England has the. bag, do baſely 
betray their own principles by reflecting on us; and 
particularly thoſe of the French TORS, who 
| | wear 
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ſwear to their Confeſſion of Faith, which plainly 


denied a Prelacy amongſt miniſters; and that's 
more argument on our fide than if 5oo of them 
ſhould take Epiſcopal ordination, which yet it is 
known, men of the beſt converſation amongſt them 
deteſt. 


After this, the Prelatical party thinking the ſtand- | 


ing forces not cruel enough in executing their deſigns, 
brought upon the weſt country betwixt 10 or 119000 
ſavage Highlanders in a time of the greateſt-peace, 
with orders to preſs a bond of conformity, wherein 
every ſubſcriber was bound for himſelf and all under 
kim, to frequent his Pariſh Church, and never to go 
to houſe or field-meetings; nor harbour any that 
went to them; but to inform againſt, purſue and 
deliver up all outed preachers to judgment. Upon 
this many families were left deſolate, the inhabitants 
being forced to flee in the winter ſeaſon, and leave 
all that they had as prey to their enemies; who to 
make ſhort work in deſtroying the country, would 
quarter from 10 to 40 upon every one that refuſed 
to ſubſcribe the above mentioned bond ; and not only 
lay at free-quarter, but exacted money for every oth- 
cer, according to his quality, and ſixpence for every 
common ſoldier; and beſides this they ordinarily had 
billets for twice as many as came, and for the abſents, 
they exacted double money, becauſe their land- lords 
had not the trouble of quartering them : And in caſe 
of non-payment, would take the readieſt moveables; 
and at their going away, ſet the reſt on fire, not ex- 
cepting the ſtacks of corn. What impudence mult 
it needs be then in our accuſers, to complain of their 
hireling Curates being thruſt from their Churches 
by the people of the Weſt, who had ſuffered ſo much 
upon their account, and at their inſtigation ? Now if 
the preſent government dealt ſo by the Epiſcopal party 
for adhering to their preachers, they might have 
ſome reaſon to complain; but the truth on't is, there 
are not many of them ſo kirk-holy, (to uſe our own 
country phraſe,) that we need to impoſe bonds upon 
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them, not to go even to their own conventicles : but 
if the government thought it fit, there's much more 
need to impoſe bonds upon them not to frequent 
bawdy-houſes, and be drunk in taverns and ale-hou- 
ſes. And we ſee that many of their opinion in Eng- 
land, cannot be kept from theſe enormities, though 
their Majeſties have pioufly endeavoured it, but hi- 
therto in vam, as indeed it will always be, fo long as 
a man may ſwill and roar in taverns and bawdy- 
houſes all the week, and yet be received to the Lord's 
Table by mother Church on Sunday. 

Then by a convention of eſtates held by Lauder- 
dale in 1678, a tax was enacted to raiſe more forces 
for maintaining the ſupremacy as then aſſerted, and 
ſuppreſſing field- meetings, by them called rendez- 
vouzes of rebellion ; as was expreſsly declared in the 
narrative of the act which D. Hamilton oppoſed, be- 
cauſe he fore-ſaw that it would occaſion mere trouble 
to the country, knowing that the Preſbyterians muſt 
in conſcience refuſe to pay it; but ruin was the de- 
ſign of the government, and it muſt therefore be ſo 
expreſſed: ſo that many families were hereby utter] 
ruined, all that-they had being ſeized for their refu- 
ſal. And to the further impoveriſhment of the coun- 
try the” ſaid tax was continued by AF 3. Parl. 3. 
held by the Duke of York as commiſſioner, and con- 
tinued again by the D. of Queenſbury, who was his 
commiſſioner till the abdication. Now I would fain aſk 
all our Epiſcopal gentlemen whether there be any 
ſuch tax laid upon them, to lay ſnares for their con- 
ſciences and eſtates, to make them contribute expreſs- 
ly for ſubverting their own Prelacy and conventicles; 
and ſezing the world knows there 1s not, what height 
of impudence muſt it be for them, to ſay that they 
are perſecuted more than ever we were. . 

At length ſo many families being reduced to wan- 
derings and utmoſt poverty by this ungodly perſecu- 
tion, and moreover hunted like partridges upon the 
mountains for their lives, and purſued with fire and 
word at their meetings, Graham of Claver-houſe, 

afterward 
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aferward viſcount of Dundee, and general for King 
James and Epiſcopacy, carrying about with him a 
miniſter and ſeveral country-men bound as beaſts, 
was repulſed by a meeting at Loudon-hill; and the 
people being rendered mad by oppreſſion, flocking to 
thoſe who had ſo repulſed him, occaſioned the in- 
ſurrection at Bothwell-Bridge, where wanting both 
diſcipline, arms, ammunition and conduct, they were 
ſoon routed, ſome hundreds killed in the field, and 
about. 1100 ſtript and carried priſoners to Edinburgh, 
where Mr King and Mr Kid, two miniſters, were 
hanged on that account, and the reſt kept priſoners 
in an open Church-yard for ſeveral weeks, without 
ſo much as a covering, till the Duke of Monmouth's 
generoſity, and their friends charity rais'd a houſe of 
board for them, the D. allowing them ſo much oat- 
meal every week toward their ſubſiſtence, whole 
kindneſs in this, together with his averſion to the 
ſhedding of their blood, and his intereſt to procure 
an indulgence afterward for quieting the people, laid 
the foundation of his ruin. After this, they impoſed 
a bond on the priſoners, obliging them never to riſe 
in arms againſt the King on any pretence whatſoever; 
which ſome had the freedam to take, alledging that 
they never had taken arms againſt him, as appeared 
by their ſtill ownfng his title, but only againſt the 
Prelates, and for redreſs of grievances. And others, 
knowing that the impoſers allowed no ſuch diſtine- 
tion, refuſed it; however ſome of both ſorts, about 
300 in all, were ſent away in a ſhip bound to Ame- 
rica, who all but 50, whoſe turn it happened to be to 
take the air, were ſhut up under the hatches by the 
Epiſcopal Captain, when the ſhip was ſplit upon 2 
rock, and ſo drowned. . Now ſurely theſe gentlemen 
cannot ſay that ſuch barbarous methods have been 
uſed toward their priſoners, taken in rebellion for 
defence of Popery, Prelacy, and arbitrary govert- 
ment; but on the contrary an exceſs of clemenc} 
even almoſt criminal. 

: Then 
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IG Then when the King was pleaſed to grant an in- 
aſts, dulgence, it was clogged with a cautionary bond, 
| the binding and obliging the people for their miniſters 
1g to living peaceably, and in order thereunto, to preſent 
e . him before his Majeſty's Privy Council when called, 
both under penalty of 6000 merks, yet excluding ſuch as 


were were ſuſpected of being acceſſory to the inſurrection 
and of Bothwell, and thoſe that ſhould afterwards be ad- 
argh,, mitted by non-conformed miniſters. Now ſure they 
were cannot ſay that there are ſuch clogs upon their li- 
oners MW berty. 
hows The next method they took, was by their circuit 
uth's MW courts, to preſs the bond upon people, to renounce 
ie of the principle of defenſive arms, and to take rolls or 
\ oat-liſts of ſuch as were ſuſpected to have been at Both- 
heb well-bridge, whereof they reputed all to be convict, 
o the who being ſummoned, did not appear, or were delated 
dein by oath ſuper inquirendis, to have been ſeen or heard 
e, laid MI ©* be in arms, or did not go to the King's Camp a- 
poſed bout that time, whereupon many were put to death, 
o riſe MI impriſoned, and baniſhed; and many gentlemen im- 
ever; priſoned, fined, condemned, and forefeited. Yea, ſome 
g that for having ſeen or ſpoken with thoſe they called re- 
As bels, or becauſe they did not diſcover or apprehend 
\& the them, even when they did not, nor could not know 
then whether they were rebels or not. Now which of the 
iſtinc⸗ Prelatical party have been thus treated upon the ac- 
about i count of their ſeveral rebellions, or to diſcover thoſe 
Ame ho were acceſſory to them? 
o be to And thoſe that they could not reach this way, nor 
by the by any other overt aCt againſt their laws, were con- 
upon: demned for their ſimple opinion, that the inſurrec- 
tlemen lion at Bothwell-bridge, was not a fin, which was alſo 
e been extorted from them by terrible menaces of death, by 
jon fal Sir George Mackenzie, the King's bloody Advocate, 
and the Court of Juſticiary. Nay, ſome who waved 
the queſtion, as thinking themſelves not obliged to 
anſwer it, were alſo executed, that being taken for 
granted as their opinion. Now I would have our Scots 
Prelatiſts, and their friends the Tantivee Church of 
. England 
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England men, anſwer from their conſciences, what 
they think would become of great numbers of their 
communion, if they ſhould be put to anſwer ſuch 
queſtions concerning the inſurrections of Gilly Chran. 
ky and Dunkel, &c. and whether or not the Preſby. 
terians of Scotland have not been very moderate to- 
ward them in this reſpect, ſeeing its known they could 
do what they would in Parliament, and alſo in the 
Council, till the high flown Church faction by their 


intereſt, foiſted in ſome of their friends, and (not long 


ago) his Majeſty's declared enemies. 

By ſuch a continued ſeries of tyrannical and bar. 
barous proceedings, the poor people —_ enraged, 
a party of them, who had more honeſty than either 
prudence or policy, declared that Charles IL having 
broken the conditions on which he received the crown, 
had ſorſeited his right, and was no more King; and 
at the ſame time, becauſe of his vicious life, excom- 
municated him: Which although the far greateſt part 
of the Preſbyterians did utterly diſown, yet it was in- 
vidiouſly charged upon the whole ; and not only thoſe 
poor people whom oppreſſion had made mad, mur- 
deted every where without proceſs of law, where they 
could be found; but it was aſked at-all priſoners, 
what they thought of the King's authority; which it 
they declined to anſwer, or if they did anſwer with 
any qualifications, as that they owned all lawful au- 
thority in the Lord, or according to the word of God, 
then they were executed as traitors, without diſtinc- 
tion of age or ſex: Some boys, ſome men ſtooping 
for age; and ſome women having been hanged, be- 
cauſe they could not ſatisfy the council, juſticiary, 
or ſoldiers with their opinion about the government. 
Now it-being known, that many, if not moſt of the 
Scots Prelatiſts diſown their preſent Majeſty's autho- 
rity, what would they think to be ſo ſerved as they 
ſerved us in this point? I am certain if they were, all 
the gibbets in the kingdom would be well hung. Nay; 
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openly belch out treaſon, the party would ſuffer a ve- 


ry ſenſible diminution, 

In 1681, the Duke of York, as commiſſioner from 
his brother, held a Parliament, Mr Donald Cargil, a 
Preſbyterian miniſter being executed at Edinburgh 
the day before its fitting down; and the Duke, con- 
trary to the laws which made a Papilt incapable of 
ſuch a truſt, preſided in the ſaid parliament, without 
taking the oaths of adminiſtration ; and ſo little zeal 
had our Prelatical parliament for the Proteſtant re- 
ligion, that they made an act without any heſitation, ' 
(though the commons of England had thew'd them 
a more laudable example,) recognizing his ſucceſſion, 
notwithſtanding the laws then in being againſt the 
ſame. They alſo made an act doubling the fines for 
field-conventicles, and ordering heritors and maſters 
to put away their tenants, cottars or ſervants at an 
time of the year, without warning, notwithſtandin 
of any tacks (i. e. leaſes) unexpired. Now ſurely the 
gentlemen cannot ſay that we have made any ſuch 
laws againſt thoſe of the Epiſcopal perſuaſion. 

ACt 18, of the ſame parliament, they declared that 
al] juriſdiction doth fo reſide in his Majeſty, that he 
may by himſelf or any commiſhonated by him, take 
cognizance and deciſion of any Caſes or cauſes he 
þleaſes ; ſo that here was liberty and property ſubvert= 
ed at one blow, and by this law the King might ſay, 
die volo fic jubeo, flat pro ratione Voluntas ; fo that it 
was no wonder to hear King James afterwards by 
his proclamation, take upon him to caſſe and annul 
what laws he pleaſed, for here was an abſolute power 
given him by law. So that we may ſee how much 
the nation was obliged to their worthy patriots the 
Prelatical Parliament; the like prerogative in effect 
being given him in England afterward by eleven of 
the Twelve Judges. And this verified what was ſo 
plainly foretold by our fore-fathers in King James 
the Sixth's time, as may be ſeen at larg: in Calder- 
wood's Hiſtory, that the Prelates would prove dange- 
rous implements to the _ as well as the Church; 

for 


\ 
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for —_— their dependance wholly upon the King, 
and their 

their poſterity, as thoſe of other Noblemen do, they 
are perfectly biaſſed by preſent intereſt, and have 
not thoſe ties upon them to conſider the good of the 
nation and poſterity, that Lords temporal have, and 
conſequently are the bane of every ſtate where they 
have any ſhare in the ligiſlative power; for they con- 
ſider nothing but either their own private intereſt, 
or the pleaſure of the Prince, whoſe creatures they 
are; and that they always ſided with, and abetted the 
tyrannical practices of the late government, till King 
James the Seventh came to touch the Biſhops of 
England in propria perſona, cannot be denied : And 
that the German Electoral Prelates obſtruct the trade 
upon the Rhine, merely becauſe of the lucre of hav- 
ing the cuſtoms during their own lives, further than 
which, they think themſelves not obliged to look, 
becauſe their honours and revenues do not deſcend 
to poſterity, is too evident. 

Af 6. and 25. they framed and impoſed on all, 4 
ſelf contradictory teſt, which obliged them to ſtand 
by the Confeſſion of Faith recorded in the firſt par- 
liament of James VI. believing the ſame to be agree- 
able to the word of God; and yet this ſame Contel- 
ſion of Faith condemned the ſupremacy, and owned 
the lawfulneſs of defenſive arms, the contrary of both 
which were {worn in the teſt, without ſo much as 
any exception, or a Non ob/tante ; and if this be not 
a,.contradiction, let the world witneſs. But our ho- 
neſt Epiſcopalians were ſo accuſtomed to ſwear con- 


traries that it went down glib with the moſt part of 


them; though the Ea:1 of Argile, and others of ho- 
nour and conſcience, ſaw the contradiction, and 
therefore could not take it without explanation. By 
this you may judge how little our learned Prelates 
underſtood the doctrine of our Reformers, and how 


unconverſant they were in their own Confeſſions of 


Faith, when they could not foreſee this contradiction, 
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them and their party in perjury.” So that we need 
not wonder at the ignorance which the authors of 
the Preſbyterian Eloquence have diſcovered of the 
Aſſembly's Confeſſion. However this teſt turned out 
of all offices, ſuch as retained any meaſure of com- 
mon honeſty ;. and for explaining it, the tate Earl of 
Argile was condemned to death; and many gentle- 
men and commons, forced to leave the country : 
After this followed arbitrary proclamations (becauſe 
the council were ſure of having them at next parlia- 
ment juſtified or pardoned) whereby they overturn d 
all remainders of liberty and religion; the poor were 
hereby opprefled and plundered, and gentlemen 
fined, impriſoned and forefeited for alledged converſe 
with rebels. Nay,. fome gentlemen had been im- 
priſoned a. great many years, without any - cauſe 
given why; and others as Sir Patrick Hume, now 
Lord of Pelwart, and my Lord Cadroſte; upon very 
flight accounts, the former, becauſe of his oppoſing 
gentlemens houſes being made garriſons, and the 
latter, becauſe of his Ladies going to meetings, or 
ſome ſuch thing, which the Duke of Monmouth: 
found ſo unreaſonable, that he diſcharged him. It is 
alſo ſuthciently known, what trouble enſued to that 
country, becauſe of alledged correſpondence with my 
Lord Ruſſel and other moderate Church of England 
men, who endeavoured to ſecure their poſterity ſrom 
Popery and Tyranny. Sir Hugh,. and Sir George 
Cambel, now Lord Chief Juſtice Clerk, being taken 
here, and ſent down to Scotland to be tried on that 
account, where evidences being ſuborned againft 
them, the knavery appeared ſo plain to the Jury, that 
they abſolved them; which was ſo pleaſing to the 
people, that they gave a great ſhout, when they per- 
ceived the worthy and innocent gentlemen acquit- 
ted; which the bloody Advocate Sir George Macken- 
zie, was ſo enraged at, that he broke out in a great 
fury, and ſaid there was never ſuch a damn'd Pro- 
teſtant roar ſince the abſolving of Shaftſbury, a ſay- 
ing very becoming one of the chief patrons of our 
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Scots Prelacy. Upon this account alſo the Reverend 
Mr Carſtares, now one of his agg 1 bs Chaplains, and 
attendants in the camp, was barbarouſly tortured 
with Thumikins, a new Prelatrcal invention which 
the very heathens would have been aſhamed to have 
uſed upon a gentleman of ſo good a nature and dif. 
poſition as he is known to be. Nor were they any 
tenderer of his reputation than perſon; for having 
extorted ſomething from him by fraud and force, 
(that helliſh invention, as ſome ſay, having a more, 
than ordinary influence upon the head, by ſqueezin 
the thumbs) according to their Prelatical faithlels 
manner, they made ule of it againſt others, particu- 
larly, Jerriſwood, by reading it at the bar as evidence 
againſt him: Tho' the reverend perſon above-men- 
tioned, notwithſtanding of his torture and agony, 
had been ſo much maſter of himſelf, as to obtain their 
ſolemn promiſe, that what he ſaid ſhould not be 
made uſe of againſt any man, which they who had 
been accuſtomed to breach of promiſe and perjury, 
were ſo far from obſerving, that they made uſe of it 
2s above-ſaid, and then ſcandalized this worthy gen- 
tleman, as an evidence againſt his brethren, to his 
great regret and forrow., Their barbarity to Mr 
Spence who had been ſervant to the Earl of Argile, 
(and may ſerve as a pattern of faithfulneſs to a maſter,) 
was yet greater, not only torturing him as above-ſaid, 
but ſetting ſoldiers to watch him by turns, and making 
them ſwear that they ſhould not let him fleep, that 
ſo being wearied of his life, they might force him 
to diſcover ſomething of his ſaid maſter to whom 
then and afterward this gentleman continued fo faith- 
ful, that the late King was forced to acknowledge he 
was a brave fellow. Thoſe who were called Camero- 
nians or Cargillites, becauſe of the two preachers 
Cargil and Cameron whoſe opinions they follow- 
ed, were by edicts declared enemies to human ſo- 
ciety, driven from all habitable places of the nation 
to the wilderneſſes, and there hunted like partridges 
for their lives by detach'd parties, who n to 
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ſhoot, hang, drown, and kill wherever they could 
apprehend them, without trial or fentence. Procla- 
mations were alſo emitted, to raiſe hue and cry after 
them, and not only to advertiſe the ſoldiers, but to- 
concur with them, to purſue and ſeek them out of 
all the dens and caves in the moſt remote places of 
the mountains, which they had digged for their ſhel- 
ter, and where they endured cold and hunger. Up- 
on this, many of them were murdered, without any 
regard to law or humanity. Such as obtained the 
favour of public execution, though without formal 
procedure, or ſuch as were impriſoned, tortured, 
baniſhed or ſold to be flaves, were thought to be 
mercifully dealt with. I know it will be faid, that 
thoſe men declared the government to be diſſolved, 

and King Charles to be no King, and therefore were 

ſo dealt with. I anſwer, that its true; and though I 
am far from approving them in'it, yet I believe that 
if any father ſhould have uſed his children at the rate 
they were uſed by that King, they could ſcarcely be 

hindred both from thinking, and calling him an un- 
natural monſter; and I am ſure that this poor op- 
preſſed party had much more reaſon to think King 
Charles II. had no right to the Crown, ſeeing he 
had broken the original contract betwixt him and the 

people, (to uſe the words of a Church of England 
Parliament) than our preſent murmurers have to diſ- 

pute their preſent Majeſties right; and yet there are 
no ſuch proceedings againſt them, tho' they are both 
ſo impudent-and imprudent, as to ſpeak againſt the 
government almoſt. on all occaſions, and in all com- 
panies; then let the world witneſs, whether the Scots 
Preſbyterians or Prelatiſts act herein moſt like Chrif- 

tians; for it is known, that upon this miſcarriage of 

a few, the crime was imputed to the whole, though, 
not the five hundredth part of the Prſbyterians ap- 

proved it. And becauſe theſe poor people being 

render'd mad by oppreſſion, and hinder'd either to 

live in the kingdom, or eſcape out of it, did in the 

night-time affix declarations to Church-doors,. that. 


a 1 


would certainly avenge themſelves on their pro. 
res: Bare which — the only mean, though a deſpe- 
rate one left, to ſtop the rage of their enemies: A 
roclamation was publiſhed, ordaining that all that 
owned or refuſed to diſown the ſaid declaration, 
ſhould be put to death; offering 500 merks for ev 
one of theſe poor people that could be apprehended, 
and forbidding any body to travel in the country, or 
be lodged without teſtificates of their having ab- 
jured the ſaid declaration, impowering hoſtlers and 
common Inn-keepers, ta impoſe oaths upon all paſ- 
ſengers and travellers, that their paſſes were not forg- 
ed or feigned. And this oath was in ſome parts of 
the country, prefſed univerſally from houſe to houſe, 
upon men and women, young and old, to give their 
judgements of the faid declaration, forthwith upon 
pain of death; and for refuſing this, ſome were in- 
ſtantly ſhot in the fields, ſome brought in priſoners, 
ſentenc'd and executed all in one day, as they did the 
Laird of Jerrifwood, on another account; and divers 
of them early in the morning, that the people might 
not be affected with ſuch bloody ſpectacles; and 
ſometimes the ſpectators were commanded to give 
their judgment whether or not they were lawfully 
put to death. Now I would have our Prelatiſts to 
anſwer from their own conſcience, whether there be 
any ſuch methods taken with them, and what they 
and their patrons the Church of England would ſay, 
if all of their communion were ſo ſerved as to Dun- 
dees or any of the late Kings declarations; and yet 
there is much more reaſon to take this method with 
them, ſeeing it is certainly known, that there is a far 
greater number of the Prelatiſts in England or Scot- 
land either, who diſown the preſent government, 
than there was of Preſbyterians in Scotland, who 
diſowned King Charles. And thre is alſo much 
eater cauſe to deal ſo with the Epiſcopalians, be- 
cauſe of their doctrine of paſſive obedience and non- 
reſiſtance, which their magiſtrates and clergy were 
ſworn to, and their people obliged to believe, mn 
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der pain of damnation, as was not long ago thunder- 
ed from the pulpits, which principle mult certainly 
conclude their preſent Majeſties uſurpers: whereas 
the Preſbyterians, though they allowed always of 
defenſive arms; yet never maintained that any other 
than the repreſentatives of the people could exaucto- 
rate magiſtrates; nor that neither, but in caſes of 
indiſpenſible neceſſity, and the overturning of foun- 
dations, which the Church of England hath now not 


only agreed to, but alſo put in practice to the juſ- 


tifying of ours and condemning our former doc- 
trine. 

All cheſe barbarities above mentioned happened in 
the reign of Charles the Second, and immediately 
upon the ſucceſlion of James the Seventh, when it 
might have been expected, that he ſhould have exer- 
ciſed lenity, he brought another ſavage hoſt from the 
North Highlands upon the Weſt utterly to deſtroy 
thoſe poor people and the country. Whereupon the 
ſavages being the ſame, who were lately his and the 
biſhops champions in the rebellion, butchered and 
murdered many in the fields for not anſwering their 
impertinent queſtions, even as the poor people were 
at plough and cart, travelling upon the road or hid- 
mg in cayes, without giving them time to pray to 
God for mercy. Some were taken and carried to 
priſon and thence to execution without form of law, 
or notice given them of their approaching death. 
Some had their ears cut off, and were ſentenced to 
Jamaica; yet divers of thoſe very perſons were not- 
withſtanding detained by a new ſentence, condemn- 
ed, and accordingly executed: others were ſent to the 
ruinous Caſtle of Dunnoter, where ſo many were 
crowded together in vaults, that they had no room 
either to ſit or lie (juſt the practice of Papiſts againſt 
Proteſtants), and were afterwards baniſhed to Ame- 
rica, ſixty of them dying in the voyage. Surely the 
Preſbyterians of Scotland have not thus treated King 
James's Epiſcopal friends. 

Then 
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Then in the firſt Parliament of James VII. where- 
in the Duke of Queenſbury was Commiſſioner, acts 
were made approving the cruelties before mentioned, 
and exceeding all that had been made before. As A# 
3. allowing priſoners indicted for high treaſon to be 
fammoned to make their defence in twenty-four hours 
time. AF 4. That ſuch as being cited for witneſſes 
in caſes of treaſon, field or houſe conventicle, and re- 


fuſed to depone, ſhould be liable to be puniſhed, as 


guilty of the crimes wherein they refuſed to witneſs, 
AF 5. Declaring that the giving or taking the Na- 
tional or Solemn League and Covenant, or writing 
in defence thereof, or owning of them as lawful or 
obligatory on themſelves or others, ſhall infer the 
crime and pains of treaſon. Sure we have made no- 
ſuch acts againſt them in relation to their owning: 
themſelves {till obliged to Epiſcopacy or the declara- 
tion abjuring the Covenant, and aſſerting paſſive obe- 
dience, which if we ſhould have done, it had been 
but according to their own pattern. A 6. Declar- 
ing the uſual procedure of fining huſbands for their 
wives withdrawing from the Church, to have been 
legal. Act y. Making the concealing of any ſupply 
given to ſuch as are forfeited” (neareſt relations not 
excepted) treaſon. A 8. That all, who ſhall here- 
after preach at houſe or field Conventicles, and all 
hearers at field conventicles ſhall be puniſhed by death 
and confiſcation. Surely we have made no fuch laws 
againſt hearing the Curates, nor againſt their preach- 
ing. Ad 13. Re-enjoining and further extending. 
the impoſition of the teſt. Ad. 17. Ratifying all 
that the Council, Juſticiary, or thoſe commiſſionated 
by them, had done in banithing, impriſoning, and fin- 
ing ſuch as refuſed to take the oath of allegiance 
(which becauſe it included the ſupremaey many did 
ſcruple) and further ordaining all to take the ſaid oath 
when required. Act 24. Ratifying the opinion of 
the Lords of the Council and Seſſion, that it was trea- 
ſon to refuſe the oath of abjuration, and confirming 
all the illegality of procedure thereupon, —Surely there 
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11 
is no ſuch penalty inflicted now on thoſe who refuſe 
to abjure King James. Act 24. Statuting that all 
maſters, heritors, lifecenters, &c. ſhall inſert in all 
leaſes to their tenants an expreſs clauſe, obliging the 
tenant for his wife and family to conformity under 
exorbitant penalty. Pray gentlemen, was this perſe- 
cution or not? Was ever the Church of Rome more 
rigid againſt Proteſtants, or can you ſay that we have 
made any ſuch law againſt you? AZ. 25. Ratifying 
a proclamation againſt thoſe called Cameronians, or- 
dering them tp be purſued, certifying that whoſoever 
neglected to give m information againſt, or to purſue 
them, ſhould be puniſhed as equally guilty; and for- 
bidding any maſters of ſhips to carry off any paſſen- 
gers without bringing them firſt before a magiſtrate. 
Now what would the Epiſcopalians ſay, if their Ja- 
cobites were ſo uſed? Or can they. have the impu- 
dence to ſay, that the modeſt laws, and ſuperficial 
execution of theſe laws againſt that crew amount to 
any thing like a perſecution ? Or would they have us, 
believe that the party, moſt of which are viſibly de- 
bauched, do not rather diſown their preſent Majeſties 
from faction than principle; and e that 
they do not deſerve a ſeverer treatment on that ac- 
count. 1 
After this they required every body to give their 
opinion of the government, thoſe of the meaneſt ſta- 
tions not excepted; and proceeded with the utmoſt 
ſeverity againſt ſuch as could not give them ſatisfying 
anſwers. —Many thinking that his acceſhon to the 
Crown without taking the coronation oath to pre- 
ſerve their religion and liberties, according to A 8. 
Harl. 1. of King James the Sixth and other laws un- 
repealed, to be very queſtionable. Sure I am the 
Jacobites have no ſuch cogent argument for them; 
2nd yet the Epiſcopal party would think it hard that 
tacir brethren ſhould be ſo dealt with. | 
The Earl of Argile being condemned for explain- 
ing the ſelf- contradictory teſt above mentioned, and 
having concurred with other gentlemen to give a di- 
verſion 


WS 
verſion to the then curant tyranny brought upon the 
nation by the Prelatiſts, wherein he unhappily miſ- 
carried, not only he himſelf was executed, but many 
of his vaſſals in the Highlands cruelly put to death by 
the Marquis of Athol, who had, and put in execution 
the bloodieſt orders that men could receive or * 
And then the army was employed to ſearch out 
mountain- men or Cameronians, which they did with 
utmoſt diligence, their leaders being ambitious who 
ſhould deftroy moſt. Now the gentlemen cannot be 
ſo impudent, as to fay, That the Preſbyterian Council 
of Scotland took ſuch- methods againſt thoſe concern- 
ed in the ſeveral late Rebellions ; nay, it has been too 
evident, that the lenity of the government has made 
the party inſolent; and by the intereſt of the high 
flown Prelatical party in England, who have but too 
viſible an inclination to that faction; not only thoſe 
who have been in rebellion, but ſuch as betrayed his 
Majeſty's forces, are protected from juſtice. 

King James at laſt, for ends beſt known to- himſelf, 
having granted liberty of conſcience in England, it 
w23 a long time ere the malice of the Prelatiſts would 
let him do the ſame in Scotland; and when granted, 
it was not without clogs, —and altogether excluſive 
of the Cameronians, who were {till expoſed to the 
former ſeverities. The ſtile of the proclamation, 
granting it was ſo deſpotical and tyrannical, aſſerting 
an abſolute power to caſſe and annul all laws, that it 
would have turned the ſtomachs of any, but the Scots 
Prelatiſts, to have publiſhed it; but the ſame being 
according to the authority they had given him, they 
made no proteſtation againſt it, though thereby he 
gave a very ample liberty to the Papiſts, contrary to 
the ſtanding laws, and reflected on the reformation. 
The Preſbyterians having neither ability, nor any 
ſhare in the government, were uncapable of remon- 
ſtrating; and contented themſelves to thank him for 
their own liberty, without giving any countenance to 
his arbitrary power; which ſeeing they referred him 
to the Confeſſion of Faith, as the ſtandard of their 
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loyalty, their malicious enemies have no reaſon to al- 
ledge againſt them; for we always owned the King 
to have a ſhare of the legiſlative power, and therefore 
might thank him for his pretended good-will. But 
it was not long ere he diſcovered his apprehenſions of 
our declaring againſt his proceedings: For on the 
news of the Prince of Orange's undertaking, he or- 
dered the Weſt, where our friends are moſt numer- 
ous, to be totally diſarmed; wherein the Papiſts and 
Prelatiſts were ſo exact, that they impoſed oaths up- 
on the people, whether they had any other arms than 
what were found; and ſo cordial were the biſhops, the 
mouth and ſoul of the party for popery and tyranny, 
which by their means principally was brought to the 
very birth, that they vomited out a ſcurrilous addreſs 
againſt the Prince, and promiſed their adherence to 
King James, as is yet to be ſeen in the Gazette. And 
it could not chuſe but be comical enough to ſpecta- 
tors toſee pailive obedience armed againſt their King 
in the one nation, and declaring ſo Fully for him 
in the other. Conveniet nulli qui ſeciun diſſidet. But 
notwithſtanding all their brags, they proved but very 
feeble champions for the cauſe, and vaniſhed like 
ſmoke before the wind on the appearance of the poor 
perſecuted Preſbyterians againſt them, which is a de- 
monſtration ſullcient, if there were no other, how 
low the intereſt of that party is among the people of 
Scotland, whatever their pretences are to the .contra- 
ry. If Epiſcopacy had been ſo roated in that nation 
as they falſly pretend it is, no man of ſenſe can ſup- 
poſe but that their party would have made greater 


eftorts for its preſervation than they have done, con- 


ſidering that the Viſcount of Dundee declared for it, 
and that long after his death the rebellion continued, 
till in a manner it died of itſelf for want of feul, with 
which the Epiſcopalians, if they had been able to cope 
with the Preſbyterian intereſt would certainly have 

ſupplied it. ; 
I know that the ordinary plea of the party is, 
that their friends abſented from the preſent Parlia- 
| ment, 
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ment, which gave the Preſbyterians opportunity to 
ſettle their government; but the anſwer is eaſy... 
We know very well that the party endeavoured as 
they always did per fas & nefas to have their own 
faction choſen, both for ſhires and burroughs ; where- 
in it appears by the ſequel that they miſcarried, as 
they would always have done if elections might have 
been free; and for ſuch as abſented, though their 
preſence would not have been able to have caſt the 
balance, it is very well known they ſtayed away, be- 
cauſe of their diſaffection to their preſent Majeſties; 
and indeed all their reflections upon the Parliament 
that ſettled Preſbytry, and which at the ſame time 
fixed the Crown on their Majeſties heads, is levelled ; 
though they would not have you think ſo againſt the 
civil government: For it muſt needs be concluded 
that their title to the Crown is very weak, if aſſerted 
by no better authority than that of a Parliament, which 
does not truly repreſent the Nation, eſpecially that 
Parliament being ſo diſhoneſt (as the Epiſcopalians 
would have you believe) to afſert a downright falſhood, 
which muſt needs appear againſt them by records; if 
it were falſe that the Reformation of Scotland was 
carried on by Prefbyters; and yet a truer propoſition 
cannot be advanced, as appears by our hiſtory : But 
herein our Prelatiſts ſhew their cunning z it would 
be too bare-faced to oppoſe the civil government ia 
| Terminis, but to wound it through the ſides of Pref 
bytry, therein they are ſure to have the concurrence 
of the high flown Church of England men, who are 
either ſo weak or wicked as to go along with that 
party but too much. 

Having given this ſummary account of their ſan» 
guinary laws, it remains to give ſome inſtances of 
their exceeding thoſe laws by a barbarous execution, 
which though not half, yet the reader may thence 
judge of the reſt, Ex ungue Leonem. 

Since anno 1678, valt ſums were by military exe- 
cutions exacted in the weſtern ſhires of which we 


have not the particular account, but from the poorer 
ſort; 
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ort; e can inſtruct that 24000 J. ſterling hath been 
levied, and in the firſt place ſhall give a liſt of the 
Officers of Forces, who were the inſtruments of this 
oppreſſion ; and if the Prelatiſts ſhould ſay that they 
are not to be charged with what the ſoldiers. did. 
we anſwer, that the ſoldiers were raiſed and ſent 
againſt us by the inſtigation of the Curates and 
Biſhops. And we ſhall alſo give a liſt of noblemen, 
gentlemen, and magiſtrates of their communion, who 
did every whit as inhumanly, plunder the country 


people becauſe of their non-conformity as the ſol- 
diers did. 
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OFFICERS OF THE-FORCES. 


1 Douglas, afterward Lieutenant General, 
who we hope died penitent, having expreſſed 
trouble of conſcience to Mr Carſtares on his death- 
bed for his perſecution. Lieut. Gene rummond: 
The Earl of Lithgow: The Earl of Airly: The Lord 
Belcarras; beſides the robberies committed in Fife: 
Graham of Claver-houſe, afterward viſcount of Dun. 
dee, his brother and ſubaltern officers. Col. Buchan; 
Major Cockburn; Major White; Major Balfour; Capt. 
Strauchan; Capt. Inglis z Capt. Douglas, Capt. Dal- 
zel, Capt. Bruce, Capt. Meldrum, beſides the vaſt 
ſums which he exacted in the counties of Mers and 
Tiviotdale and Tweedale, with the Lairds of Haying 
Graydon Ker, Blindlee, Paſa and the Earl of Hume, 
who to his Lordſhips honour be it ſpoken, would 
take ſixpence for a ſine, from the meaneſt girl in the 
county, and the crutches from the cripples who had 
crept to mectings for charity, till they redeemed 
them. Lieutenant Winram, Lieut. Barns, Lieut. 
John Livingſton, Lieut. Lauder, Duncan Graham, 
and the Laird of Bonſhaw a high-way man, and af- 
terward an officer. | 
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A LIST of Noblemen, Gentlemen, and Ma- 
giſtrates who plundered the Weſtern peo- 
ple for their Non-conformity. | 


HE Earl of Glencairn, Lord Semple, a Papiſt, a 
ſpecial apoſtle to make converts to a Proteſtant 
Church; the Earl of Dumfries; the Duke of Queenſ- 
bery and his ſons; the Lord Annandale. Gentlemen, 
Sommervail, Sheriff, Deputy of Clidſdale; the Laird 
of Hallyard, Lachop and Bonnitown; Alexander 
Hume, of Egleſhome; Mr Ezekiel Montgommery ; 
Crawford of Ardmillan; Crighton Sheriff Dupute of 
Air; Mr William Crawford; Mongomery of Boz- 
land; Droyche, Ogiloy, Lairds of Lag and Elie; Lid- 
derdale; Canon; Alrſon, Chamberlain to the Duke of 
Queenſbury, who on his death-bed ſaid he had damn. + 
ed his ſoul for the Duke his Maſter; George Char- 
ters, another of the Duke's factors, who bragg'd that 
he had made twenty fix journies in one year, in pur- 
_ ſuit of the whiggs; Douglas of ſten-houſe, Laird of 
Cloſeburn ; Sir. Robert Dalzel; Sir Robert Lawry; 
Sir Patrick Maxwell of Springkell; the Laird of Weſ- 
terhall, Powdeen, Caſtlemilk, Ramaſkells and Hey- 
beiths. Magiſtrates, beſides ſome under Sheriffs al- 
ready named, Provoſt Johnſon, Provoſt Barns; Bailiff - 
John Anderſon ; Bailiff Yule; Bailiff Graham; Bailiff 
Sterling, all of Glaſgow. | | 
Now theſe gentlemen being perſecutors only in 
four or five counties, how much greater muſt the 
number needs be in the nation, and what credit can 
accrue hence to the Prelatical Church, to have fo 
many employed as taſk maſters to force people to her 
communion. Pray let them name us any now im- 
ployed by us, to fine and plunder them, to join in 
Urs, | 
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A LIST of thoſe Murdered in Cold Blood, 
without trial, conviction, or any colour 
of Law. 


2 Finlay ſhot at Belmoynock, by General Dal- 
zeP's orders, becauſe he could not diſcover who 
was in arms at Pentland, Anno 1666; James Davie 
in Bathgate pariſh, and ſeveral others at divers times, 
ſhot, as hearing ſermons in the fields, before the in- 
ſurrection at Bothwell-bridge. Henry Hall of Haugh- 
head, murdered. at. the ——_— Ferry, by Thomas 
George Waiter, after ſeveral wounds from Middleton, 
Governor of Blackneſs. William Graham in Gal- 
loway, ſhot by Graham of Claverhouſe's order, who 
together with the Earl of Dumbarton, and Lieut. 
General Douglas, cauſed to hang Peter Gillis, John 
Bryce, Thomas Young, William Fiddiſon, and John 
Binning, without trial er ſentence, ſuffering them 
neither to have bible, nor time to pray; at Mauchlin, 
Anno 1685. The ſaid Graham of Claverhouſe ſhot _ 
Robert Stuart, John Grier, Robert Ferguſon, and a- 
nother, at the river Dee in Galloway, Dec. 1684, 
and by his order they were again raiſed out of their 
graves. May 1685, he ſhot John Brown of Prieſthill 
in the Pariſh of Moorkirk, in the ſhire of Air, as at 
his work before his own door, in preſence of his wife> 
He alſo ordered his troop to kill Matthew Mackel- 
wrath without examination, in the pariſh of Camenel 
in Carrick,, Anno 1685. Colonel James Douglas, 
and Lieutenant Livingſton with a party: ſurprized 
five men in a cave at Ingleſton, in the Par of 
Glencairn, to wit, John Gibſon, Robert Grierſon, 
Robert Mitchel, James Bennock and John Edgar, 
who were all brought out, and ſhot dead, without 
giving them time to pray; this was alſo Anno 1685, 
He likewiſe cauſed thoot John Hunter, for no other 
cauſe but running out from the houſe at Corehead. 
The ſame Colonel, Lieut. Livingſton, and Coronet 
D 2 Dund >» 
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Dundaſſe, ſurprized and ſhot ſix men at prayer, at the 
Calduns, in the Pariſh of Minnigaft, viz. James Dun, 
Robert Dun, Andrew Mackliale, 'Thomas Stevenſon, 
John Maclude and John Stevenſon, in January 1685. 
He cauſed alſo take Adam Macquhan out of his bed, 
ſick of a fever, carried him to Newtown of Gallo. 
way, and next day ſhot him dead. He cauſed alfo 
to be ſhot Thomas Richard, an old man of ſeventy 
years, as he was praying at Cumnock in Kyle. The 
ſaid Col. together with the Laird of Lag, and Capt. 
Winram, did illegally condemn, and inhumanly 
drown Margaret Lauchlan, upward of fixty years old, 
and Margaret Wilſon about twenty, at Wigton, faſ- 
tening them to ſtakes within the ſea-mark ; all this 
in 168 5. Capt. Douglas finding one Meuſe a taylor, 
merely becauſe he had ſome pieces of lead belonging 
to his trade, ſhot him without further trial betwixt 
Fleet and Dee in Galloway; the ſaid Captain and his 
men ſhot one Auchinleck a deaf man, for not anſwer- 
ing them through defect of hearing, near Carling- 
wark, Anno 1685. Sir Robert Dalzel and Lieut. 
Straten, ſhot Daniel Mac Michel at Dalveen, in the 
Pariſh of Duriſdeer in Nithſdale, Jan. 1685. The 
ſame men killed William Adam, hiding himſelf in a 
buſh at the Walwood in Kyle, Feb. 1685. 


Bruce, Captain of Dragoons, took one James Kirke, 


carried him to Dumfriers, where he kept him priſon- 
er one night, and next day brought him out and ſhot 
| him without any further proceſs; and the poor man 
deſiring a little time to make his peace with God, this 
Epiſcopal miſſionary, the Captain, anſwered oftener 
than once, Devil a peace ye get more made up; correſ- 
pondent to the worthy ſaying of the D. of Queenſ- 
bury, one of the great patrons of the Prelatical clergy 
now, who anſwered one that came to beg a reprieve 
for ſome that were thus precipitantly condemned, that 
They ſhould have no more time to prepare for Heaven, 
Hell wwas good enough for them. Graick of Steuarton 
hindered ſome gentlewomen that attempted to beg 
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his life; and Sir Robert Dalzel's ſecond ſon was one 
of them that ſhot him, and that without command; 
this was June 1685. This fame Captain ſurpriſed 
and ſhot John Wallace, one Edgar, and another in the 
field, in the pariſh of -Kirpatrick in Galloway, Feb. 
1685. He alſo cauſed Thomas Machaffy, ſick of a 
fever, to be taken out of his bed, and ſhot inſtantly 
in the pariſk. of Straiton, in Carrick, January 1686. 
Coronet Dundaſſe, caufed ſhoot John Semple, effay- 
ing to-eſcape out of a window, in the pariſh of Delly, 
anno 1685, He alſo ſhot Edward Macken, without 
any trial, meerly becauſe he had a flint about him, 
February 1685. Lieutenant General Drummond, 
commanded John Murchy and Daniel Mackilwreek, 
to be immediately ſhot, after they were taken near 
Camonel in Carrick, anno 1685; and at the ſame time 
his ſoldiers ſhot Alexander Lin. Captain Inglis, a 
profane ruffian, one of the firſt of the Epiſcopal mil. 
ſionaries, with his Dragoons, killed James Smith, at 
the Burn of Ann, in Kyle 1684. His Son killed one 
John Smith in Cunningham, in 1685; as alſo one 
James White, ſtriking off his head with an ax, brought 
it to New-mills, and played at the foot-ball with it, 
anno 168 5. He killed alſo one John Barrie, in Evan. 
dale, with his paſs in his hand, April 168 5. Major 
Balfour, Captain Maitland, and their party, ſhot Ro- 
bert Tam, John Urie,, and Thomas Cook, at Poma- 
dee, near Glaſgow, as about their work, May 1685. 
Col. Buchan, and the Laird of Lee, ſhot John Smith, 
in. the pariſh. of Leſmahago, February 1685. Lieu- 
tenant Lander, ſhot to death William Shillſlaw, at the 
Wood-head, in the water of Air, anno 1685. Lieu- 
tenant Niſbit and his party, ſhot to death John Fer- 
guſon, George Whiteburn, and Patrick Gemmil, in 
the pariſh of Fennick, in 1685. Lieutenant Murray, 
{hot one John Brown, after quarters given at Black- 
wood in Clidſdale, March 1685. Lieutenant Crichton 
did the like to David Steel, in the pariſh of Leſmehago, 
December 1686. The Laird of Steenhouſe, Sir Ro- 
bert Laurie of Maxweltown, and Craick of Stewarton, 
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urged Coronet Baily's party of Dragoons, to ſhoot then 
William Smith of Hill, and refuſed to let him be Cha 
buried in the Church-yard. Sir James Johnſton of thol, 
Weſterhall, urged Claverhouſe's troops to ſhoot An- effec 
drew Hiſlop, in ſo much that Claverhouſe ſaid, Hit trive 


Slood ſbould be on Sir Fames's head, May 1685. Sir vern 
Robert Grierſon of Lag, with part of W cann 
and Strachan's men, ſurpriſed John Bell of Whiteſide, 
David Haliday of Mayfield, Andrew Maccrabeit, 
James Crabeit, James Clement, and Robert Lennox 

of Irlinton, and barbarouſly killed them after quarters, 
without allowing them time to pray; which when 
John Bell of Whiteſide begged, Sir Robert anſwered, 
What devil have you been doing, have you not prayed e- 
nough theſe many years in the hills? and ſo ſhot him 
—_— in the pariſh of Tongland m Galloway, 

ebruary 1685. The ſaid Laird of Lag did alſo hang 
Alexander Melluby, and John Gordon, at the Mil- 
town of Air, without any trial, and cauſed them af- 
terward to be hung on a tree, at the kirk of Iron Gray, 
where he left them hanging. He alſo purſued ano- 
ther, David Haliday, and George Short, apprehended 
and ſhot them in the night, in the pariſh of Wynhame, 
in Galloway, anno 1685. The laird of Culyan, with 
a troop of horſe, killed William Mackergur, at Blair- 
quhan-mill, anno 1685; and Gilbert Macadam, in the 
pariſh of Kirkmichel, July x685. * A party of High- 
landers killed Joſeph Wilſon, David Dun, Simeon 
Paterſon, and two more, near the water of Kill, ann 
1685. About that time another party of Highland- Prelati 
men killed Robert Lockhart, and Gabriel Thompſon; afterw 
and alittle after William Paterſon was ſhot at Strevin, for to 
and John Maclorgan ſhot at Drummellian's houſe in them 
the night, not known by whom. And in June 1688, ther, i 
John Reid ſhot George Wood, a boy of ſixteen years make 


old, without aſking one queſtion at him. ſties as 
The number of thoſe murdered thus, as above- ſaid, of rebe 
without any legal proceſs, is Seventy- eight. ence fr. 
The chief contrivers and authors of theſe cruelties, Prelate 


were they that enacted and ſubſcribed the * on rebe 
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chem in council, principally the Earl of Perth then Lord 
Chancellor; the Duke of Queenſbury, Marquis of A- 
thol, and Viſcount of Tarbett. So that it was not the 
effects of a ſudden military fury, but deliberately con- 
trived by the Prelatiſts who ſat at the helm of the go- 
vernment, and fuch a kind of procedure as I believe 
cannot be paralleled, and fitter for Turks than Chriſt. + 
ians; but it ſeems they had a mind to comply with 
the worthy deſign above-mentioned, to turn all this. 
ſide of Forth into a hunting-field : This was the ready 
way to it, to empower Soldiers to murder men, with- 
out bringing them to a legal trial. 

Now the impudence of the party, though ſuper- 
htive beyond expreſhon, cannot charge the Preſby- 
terian Parliament or Council of Scotland, with ſuch. 
acts againſt them; though Sir George Mackenzie 
would have juſtified their ſo doing; by his (poſthu- 
mous piece), ſeeing every body. muſt grant, that paſ- 
five obedience, the darling principle of the Prelatiſts, 
muſt needs have more influence to make them rebel. 
againſt this government, than the Covenant could: 
have to make Preſbyterians rebel _ the former: 
Nor indeed could ever envy itfelf fix any ſuch thing 
upon the Covenant, ſeeing they are bound thereby to 
maintain the King's juſt power and greatneſs in ex- 
preſs words, as much as they are bound to maintain 
Preſbytery. And in conſcience of this oath, it is known: 
that the Preſbyterians refuſed to abjure Charles Stuart, 
and the Houle of Lords in Oliver's time; when the 
Prelatiſts who. pretended to be the greateſt loyaliſts, 
afterward ſwallowed the abjuration without ſcruple ;, 
for to ſpeak the truth of that party, the generality of 
them will always be for what is uppermoſt. But fur- 
ther, it is evident that paſſive obedience muſt needs 
make all its diſciples look on their preſent Maje- 
ſties as uſurpers, and conſequently bea perpetual ſource 
of rebellion, as the Nation does but too ſadly experi- 
ence from the malign influence which the Non-jurant 
Prelates and clergy have had, and till have, both 
on rebellious practices within, invaſions from with- 
out, 
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out, and the obſtructions which his Majeſty's af. 


fairs meet with by the neceflity he is under, of em- 
ploying ſo many of their unfaithful gang, both in 


places of power and truſt, whilit he cannot be allow. 


ed the ſervice of ſo many of his diſſenting Proteſtant 
ſubjects in England, as the Queen Dowager was ak 
lowed Papiſts. So that if the nations ſhould think it 
meet to take the fame methods for maintaining a law. 
ful government, as the late reigns did to uphold their 
tyranny, it is but turning the tables, and from real and 
true cauſes, make ſuch laws, and put them in execu. 
tion againſt the paſſive obedience-men, as Sir George 
Mackenzie defends from falſe and imaginary cauſes, 
when made againſt the Preſbyterians; and ſurely they 
cannot for ſhame deny the concluſion of their own 
premiſes, and then we ſhall ſee whether the knaviſh 
Prelatiſt who got Sir George to rob one that had gi. 
ven three Guineas for a ſtolen copy, under a pretence 
that he would not have it publiſhed, and, yet printed 
it himſelf, after Sir George's death, have done his 
party any good ſervice. 


The number of Gentlemen forfeited, fin- 
ed, confined, and impriſoned, during the 
reign of our Scots Prelacy; the number 
of ſuch as have been forced to a volun- 
tary exile, impriſoaed or contracted death 
im priſon ; or the ſums extracted from pri- 
foners by jailors, we cannot give any cer- 
tain account of; but the following fum- 

- mary we can inſtruct. 


Mara turned out for non=-conformity . 300 
Miniſters baniſhed - - - 


Baniſbed and fold for Slaves fince 1678. 
Imprimis, anne 1678, to Virginia, whereof 
three or four were miniſters, but by the provi- 
dence of God were ſet at liberty near London * 


them 


0 45 ] 
Auno 1679, Of the priſoners taken at Both- 


well, whereof 200 were drowned -« - 
Afterward carried to Flanders, and ſold for 
ſoldiers = - - - 
Then carried away by Robert Malock - 
By Walter Gibſon, late Provoſt of Glaſgow, 
to Carolina - - £ - 
Sent to Jamaica in the time of Queenſbury's 
Parliament, whereof fixty died by the way, by 
reaſon of their crowd and bad proviſion, and 
the hardſhips they had ſuffered in Dunnoter 
Caſtle, where above eighty were ſhut up-in a 
Vault, being not only ſtraitened for want of 
proviſions, which they could not have but at 


exceſhve rates; but to all their other nnſeries,. 
were forced to endure the ſtink of their own 


excrements, having no convenience allowed 
them for the eaſe of nature, though ſhut up fo 
many together, and thoſe too of both ſexes. So 
void of all modeſty and humanity were our E- 
piſcopal perſecutors. - - 

ied to New Jerſey - 


That ſame year carn 

That ſame year to Barbadoes - - 
Anno 1687, after the toleration 5 
Slain in ſkirmiſhes about - 400 
Executed by colour of law - 140 


200 


100 
13 
26 


700 


Murdered without any colour of law 70 —6 0 


In all 1310 


Whereof loſt their lives 810; and yet the faction 
would perſuade the world that we ſuffered no perſe- 
cution: All the plea they have is, that we roſe ſe- 
veral times actually in rebellion, but I hope the 
reader is by this time ſatisfied, how theſe rebellions, 
if they will call them fo, were forced and ſought by 
the government on purpoſe to get an opportunity for 
weakening the Proteſtant intereſt : And except men 

o renounce 


3 
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renounce all ſenſe of humanity they muſt allow ſelf. 
defence to be a natural principle. And though I 
ſhall not take upon me to vindicate the prudence of 
thoſe inſurrections; yet any body may fee there is a 
eat difference betwixt them and the Epiſcopal re- 
Cone: viz. the former did not attack the govern- 
ment, but were brought under a neceſſity of defend- 
ing themſelves; whereas the Epiſcepalians have in 
this rebellion been the firſt aggrefſors. 2. It was ve- 
ry well known that they did no harm to the country, 
whereas the Epiſcopalians did plunder, burn. and 
murder. 3. That the piety of thoſe poor people was 
ſo evident as to convince the enemies themſelves 
many times, whereas our Epiſcopal rebels are the 
very debauchees of the nation, joined with French 
and Iriſh popiſh cut-throats and highland robbers 
evidently deſigning the ſubverſion of liberty and re- 
ligon. 4. This * be added, that the Epifcopil 
. party themſelves in England, and many of their com- 
munion in Scotland, did actually concurr to the de- 
throning of the late King, though they had not ſut. 
fered the hundredth part of our oppreſſion ; and 
therein they have juſtified our former oppoſition, and 
condemned — I know nothing can be re- 
Fe by our Prelatiſts for excuſe of their Jacobates, 
t K. James's ſuppoſed right, which they pretened- 
ed to maintain; and that therefore they have autho- 
rity on their fide. But we can eaſily reply that they 
can be no good friends to the government who allow 
this excuſe. And in the mean time it might be ex- 
pected, that men who call themſelves Proteſtants 
ſhould not be active in deſtroying their own religion, 
which he has declared himfelf ſo much an enemy to, 
but might very well ſatisfy their conſciences in being 
paſſive and not concurring with his enemies. And 
laſt of all we reply, that the Epiſcopalians themſelves 
condemn the perſecution of France and Auſtria 
which hath ſometimes occaſioned war betwixt the 
Proteſtants and their lawful princes, and not. the 
Proteſtants for ſtanding on their ſelf-defence ; Sa that 
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tis only partiality that makes them condemn that in 

h I us, to which they forced us mereiy by oppreſſion and 
: rſecution for conſcience ſake. It being fufficiently 
wp — that we ſuffered ſeverely before ever they 
could charge us with any ſuch-thing; and if their 
ny atrons, who pretend to own the preſent goverment, 
eng- had any thing of modeſty or ingenuity they would 
give them no thanks for this objection, ſeeing it con- 
demns themſelves, who took up arms againſt King 
a James, while his title was ſtill owned; and that there 
and as no oppoſite ſovere ign to juſtify their proceed- 


i 
$4 ings againſt him: And therfore we wonder how an 
* of that kind of men, to excuſe the Prelatical 2 


* cution of Scotland, can have the impudence to char 

W the Preſbyterians with rebellion, ſeeing they them- 

ſelves have concurred with them at m4 nay, rather 

| conducted them in dethroning their ſovereign. 80 

copil that its Plain, Non amaverunt regem quia regem, ſed 

wy quia ſuum ; hay are only loyal while the King is on 
4 h 


ful their ide, —— The only ſubterfuge they can have now 
* et, is to alledge that they had reaſon to do ſo, and 
| — ve not; which will iſſue in canvaſing the mexits of 
, 


the cauſe, and that we will never decline, but fairly 
Fe If promiſe to yield, if they can evidence the 4oth part 
of that oppreſſion from their dethroned prince that 
we have groaned under, and here exhibited to 
view. 

Having given you an account of their laws and 
inſtances exceeding the ſeverity of thoſe laws, it will 
not be unacceptable to the reader to give a ſhort ac- 
count of what they called their legal procedure by 
their courts of juſtice; that the world may ſee thoſe 
Chriſtian and diſcreet methods which they pretend to 
have uſed towards diſſenters. | 

1. They would accuſe whom they ' pleaſed, and 
charge them with what they thought fit; and if the 
accuſed perſon did not appear upon their ſumm 
citation, though perhaps they could not poſſibly do it, 
then his name was enrolled, and if ever taken they 
were look d upon as convicted. 2. They uſed to impriſon 

men 


- 
- 
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men for many years without giving them any account 


why, as Captain Dundaſs and others; and ſometimes 
ſentenced to baniſhment without calling the accuſed 
party before them, though in cuſtody, or giving them 
a copy of the, ſentence; and thus they ſerved the 
ſtudent, who was the chief contriver of burning the 
Pope in Effigie, Arno 1680. 3. They took up men 
as beholding executions, without any accuſation, and 
would proceed to utmoſt ſeverity with them if they 
did not give ſatisfying anſwers to their queſtions : nay, 
the barbarity of the faction was ſo great, that when 
James Skeen and Porter with another were executed, 
the executioner turned ſome of them over without 
giving them time to pray; which one of the Epiſco., 
pal clergy being preſent and ſaying only, Lord ſave 
us, awill ye not give the poor man time to pray! The 
Town-Major caned him, and aſked if he was turn'd 
fanatick too. 4. They would ſend their miſhoners 
through priſons, city and country to examine perſons 
and families on ſuch queſtions, as what they thought 
of the inſurrection at Bothwell-bridge, the King's 
authority, or the Archbiſhop's murder, and whether 
they anſwered or not, they were in dange: of their 
lives. 5. If perſons ſeized by chance without any 
accuſation had been brought before them, the council 
would take the ſame methods to inſnare them; and 
if they anſwered all their queſtions ſo as to come off 
without hazard, then they would entrap them by 
tendering the teſt or oath of ſupremacy, which if 
they could not take, they were continued in priſon: 
Or if that would not do, then they would examine 
them upon the oath /uper inguirendis, and aſk them fo 
many croſs queſtions, that it was an hundred to one 
but they catched them in ſome of them, and perhaps 
in a contradiction; after all, they would oblige them 
to ſign their anſwers with their own hand, and thence 
raiſe an indictment againſt them; and neither would 
they keep to the things charged upon them in the 
indictment, but examine upon other things not con- 
tained in the ſame, 6. They would ſuborn witneſſes 

againſt 
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| 7painſk, priſoners, as in the caſe of Sir Hugh and Sir 


George Campbel above-ſaid; or ſend ſpies. to con- 
verſe with priſoners, as being perſons in the ſame 
circumſtances, to gather ſomething from them to 
make uſe of in judgment againſt them; and were ſo 
malicious as to mix perſons, who were really guilty 
of obnoxious principles concerning the government, 
to bring others who were not, into the-ſame ſnare, 
that they might have occaſion againſt them. And 
thus they treated the above-mentioned ſtudent, whom 
they cpuld not reach by their laws, for his concur- 
rence in the Pope burning, by putting in a wild Ca- 
meronian with him, contrary to their own order for 
making the ſaid ſtudent a cloſe priſoner, as thinki 
thereby to inſnare the poor youth by thoſe principles, 
which becauſe but young, and of the injury done 
him, they judged he would readily embrace from the 
other who was ſuperior to him in years and ex- 
perience; but God diſapointed them, and he proved 
an inſtrument to bring his fellow-priſoner and ano. 
ther from thoſe opinions, by which their lives were 
ſaved. 7. They would admit of no time for advice, 
nor any legal defence for a delay; and would-extort by” 
threatenings of torture peoples thoughts of things or 
extrajudicial confeſſions of matters wherewith they 
were charged; and upon their expreſſing of their 
thoughts proceed to hang them or other cenſure; and 
thus they hanged James Skeen and impriſoned and 
baniſhed the ſtudent above-mentioned ;z Sir George 
Mackenzie having by flattery and threats extorted an 
extrajudicial confeſſion from him. 8. When the 
matter came to the cognizance of a jury, they uſed 
to pack them for the purpoſe, threatening them with 
an aſhze of error, if they brought not the accuſed in 
guilty ; by which the jurors run the ſame hazard with 
the perſon indicted. And for the moſt part the King's 
Advocate would command the jury, becore they went 


from the bar, to find the accuſed perſon guilty. g. 
They would ſometimes paſs ſentence twice on the - 


lame perſon, for the ſame alledged crimes; particu- 
: | larly 


11 | 
larly they ſentenced ſome to have their ears cut off, 


and afterwards condemned them to death. So that 


tho” it may be juſtly a query, whether the Scots Pre. 
latical inquifition or the Spaniſh inquſition was the 
moſt arbitrary? Yet it can be no query, whether our 
Scots Epiſcopalians be not infamous liars, in denying 
a perſecution which ſo great a part of the nation felt, 
and all can witneſs. , * 


r 


* 


Aving made good the charge againſt our Prela- 
H tical adverſaries, viz. that they have an invete- 
rate malice againſt us, have form'd their malicious 
purpoſes into ſanguinary laws, and exceeded thoſe 
very laws by a more bloody execution, I hope it will 
eaſily be granted that no accuſation from that party 
ought to be ſuſtained as valid. | 

However, leſt people ſhould think that what they 
have lately writ, in their ſcurrilous pamphlet, entitled 
The Scotch Preſbyterian Eloquence, 'cannot be other- 
wiſe anſwered, I ſhall take it briefly to taſk, and e- 


vidence, 


I. That the author contradicts himſelf in divers 
places, and therefore can deſerve no credit. | 

II. That he falſifies the propoſitions of the Preſby- 
terian books which he cites, and what name ſuch 2 
man deſerves I leave himſelf to judge. 

III. That by his own argument, he hath not the 
genius of Chriſt, which is his own phraſe; and con- 
ſequently his evidence ought not to paſs for current 
againſt Chriſtzans. 

IV. That he is no friend to the preſent govert- 
ment in his pamphlet, and therefore it needs not be 
a query what treatment author, licenſer and pub- 


liſh ht to have in juſtice. 
er oug | J v 
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V. That the Preſbyterians can give him true in- 
ſtances for his falſe ones, which may juſtly render 
many of the Scots Epiſcopal clergy ridiculous and 
abominable nil | 

But e're I come to theſe particulars, it's fit to take 
notice of our author's name, his dedication and de- 
figth 

* for his name, I confeſs myſelf no good ana 
matiſt, hut I think ſuch men have leave to add and 
diminiſh ſome letters for the better compaſſing their 
deſign. Then, ſeeing our author ſubſcribes Jacob 
Curate, L will be very generous to him, ſhall diminiſh 
nothing, but by the law of anagrams change one let- 
ter, and tranſpoſe two, and ſo I find his name to be 
a Jacobite Cur. I hope the faction will think them- 
ſelves obliged to me for. the deſignation, ſeeing curs 
are a race of animals more deſpiſed than dreaded, 
and mankind do not uſe to reſent their gnarrings, a- 
ny other ways than by a kick o' th brich, except it be, 
that now and then ſome wha are more curſed than 
others, are honoured with a rope; and to this gene- 
rous principle whatever our Jacobites think on't, they 
are not a little indebted. | 2:60 

But to our author, —He was reſolved, that if you 
would not know him by his name, you ſhould by his 
barking, and the firſt that ever he ſnarles at, is the 
Earl of Crawford, a perſon for the honour of his de- 
ſcent, equal almoſt to any in the kingdom, for his in- 
tegrity ſuperior to moſt, and for his parts not inferi- 
or to many; being alſo honoured to repreſent their 
Majeſties a conſiderable time in council, and to be 
preſident of that Parliament which ſettled the Crown 
on their head, and witneſſed ſo much zeal againſt both 
Jocobite Biſhops and Curates, who oppoſed their ac- 
ceſſion to the throne. Now I would fain know of 
our author, whether thoſe reflections on the Earl's 
parts, and repreſenting him as a perſon ſo meanly 
qualified, be not an impeachment both of their Ma- 
jeſties and Parliaments wiſdom, to whom this noble 
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Lord was ſo acceptable; and whether this be not as uns 
mannerly a carriage in the Prelatiſts to thoſe in au- 
thority, as he falſely charges the Preſbyterians with. 
But the beſt on't is, they are ſo well known, that its 


no diſcredit for any man to be reflected on by them; 
and all honeſt men who ever had any converſe with 


this worthy perſon, do as much admire as they can 


valiſie him. And particularly the great Mr Boyle, 


whom all men own to have been a competent judge, 


did ſpeak as largely in this Lord's commendation, as 
ever he did of any Scots man. | | 
But amongſt the crimes of the firſt rank, which 
this Rab/hakeh charges upon his Lordſhip, diligent 
hearing, writting of ſermons, and converſe with mi- 
niſters, are the ehief, as may be ſeen by his dedica- 
tion. To be ingenuous with our author, I muſt con- 
feſs, that herein we cannot recriminate upon his 
party, for in truth I never knew nor heard of any of 
them tainted with thoſe vices. Which was ſo evi- 
dent when- the Prelatical Church was triumphant, 
that thoſe dreadful crimes, together with the more 
frightſul ones of praying and not ſwearing, were the 
plague-ſores peculiar to the Preſbyterians: and the 
commendable form of prayer now uſed by the Scots 
Prelatiſts and Jacobites, which the pious hectors and 
ruſhans have ſo religiouſly learn'd, as may appear by 
the ſo much applauded and repeated litany of Dams 
ye and fink ye, were ſuch infallible marks of honeſty 
to the Prelatical Apoſtles, when in purſuit of the 
Preſbyterians, that if they had apprehended any of 
their own communion inſtead of ſuch, aſſoon as ever 
they were ſatisfied that they could pronounce that 
lovely Shibboleth, they were certainly diſmiſſed, with 
the character of an honeſt man, and no fanatick. 50 
that you ſee, it is natural to the party, to abhor ſuch 
practices as they reproach this noble Lord with: But 
without railery, ſeeing the libeller upbraids his Lord. 
ſhip with his duty in the front, it's no wonder that 
he fall upon him with lies and ſlanders in the rear; 
for which the villains can have no adequate reward, 
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but at a cart's arſe by the hand of the hangman. 
And as for the unmanly reflections on the ſmallneſs 
of his "Lordſhip's-eſtate : It may eaſily be anſwered, 
that he hath neither ſpent it by drunkenneſs nor 
whoredom, after the common Prelatical manner; and 
if he had according to their method in the late reign, 
been ſo diſhoneſt as to get protections to avoid pay- 
ing the debt which he never contracted, or had he, 
like ſome of their chief patrons, raiſed himſelf on 
the ruins of others, his eſtate might have been ſuit- 
able to his quality; but ſeeing his Lordſhip has had 
the honeſty to ſtraiten himſelf, till the debts of 
his predeceſſors be paid, the lowneſs of his for- 
tune, is his higheſt commendation, and an evidence” 


of ſuch morality, as never Prelatiſt in Scotland was 


guilty of. | 
Well, the faction muſt needs alſo vent their ſpite _ 


againſt my Lord Melvil, being reſolved to brand all 


ſuch as fools, who will not go along with themſelves, 
and be knaves, which is the ſoftelt epithet that any 
enemy to this preſent government can deſerve; and 
certainly they muſt be its enemies, when they revile 
a perſon whom their Majeſties thought worthy to 
repreſent. them in Parliament, as they did my Lord 
Melvil, whoſe piety, gravity, integrity, and other 
qualifications, are ſufficient to recommend him: and 
ſeeing princes look upon themſelves as affronted in 
the perſons of their miniſters, we may very lawfully - 
infer, that the reflection is principally intended a- 
gainſt their Majeſties, who cannot be ſuppoſed to be 
very wiſe, if they chooſe fools for their repreſenta- 
tives. But what can particular perſons expect, when 
they inveigh againſt the convention and Parliament 
that repreſent the whole; for the faction would have 
you believe, that they were not only fools but knaves, 
to alledge that Prelacy was an inſu portable grievang: 
to that nation, and contrary to the inclinations of the 
generality of the people, when they impudently give 
them the lie in both: And in truth we muſt needs coms-. 
mend their fo/icy tho not their honeſty; for if once they 

| BEE __ could. 
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could get it believed that the Parliament of Scotland 


had played the knave to God, in aſſerting a down-· right 
falſhood, in relation to the Church, it would ſoon be 
granted, that they had played the knave to man, and 
aſſerted a down: right falſhood, in relation to the ſtate; 
and conſequently they ſhould have right to plead fot 
the reſtitution of King James, as well as for the re- 
ſtitution of Prelacy; ſeeing that ſame Parliament who 
voted that they were a grievance to the nation, vot- 


ed that he had forefeited the Crown. And this will 


appear to be ſomewhat more than a mere ſpeculation, 
if we do but conſider, that all the Scots Prelates were 
againſt the abdication z ang/their General Dundee 
who declared for them, did at the ſame time declare 
againſt King William. Nor can it be rationally ex- 
pected, that it ſhould be otherwiſe; for ſo long as the 
party look upon them to be right reverend Fathers in 
God, they will be ſure to follow them, though it 


were to the devil: And whether I be miſtaken herein, 


let the interruption which his Majeſties ſucceſs hath 
met with by the rebellion of the prelatiſts in Scotland, 
the plots of many of the party in England and the 
preſent averſion of the Scots Epiſcopal Heritors to 
ſwear allegiance, teſtifie. And thus I have already 
anticipated my deſign, to prove our author an enemy 
to the preſent government; in proſecution of which, 
I ſhall add, that he ſays page 25. The Preſbyterians 
have been guilty of open rebellions under every reign ſince 
their enterance into Britain. Then ſeeing they have 


been ſo far from rebelling againſt this reign, that 


they have been the only ſticklers for it in Scotland, 
it would be a fairer deduction than moſt that are to 
be found in his book, if I ſhould charge him with 
looking upon this reign as no reign. 

But to make good the firſt charge of the author's 
contradiction himſelf, page. 4. he upbraids the Preſ- 
byterians, with ſaying, hat if they believe in Chrift, 
They are certainly well; and yet page. 6. he ſays that 
The Preſbyterians gloried in lying, cheating, murdering 


and rebellion, as evidences ef their ſalvation: Very ſtrange 
evidences 
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evidences I confeſs, and to which I am very well aſ- 

ſured the Prelatical champions have a much better | 
right to lay claim. But pray, Sir, not too falt : How 
is this reconcilable with their opinion, that if they 
believe in Chriſt, they are certainly well? Surely the 

Preſbyterians do not think, that lying, cheating, mur- 
dering and rebellion are evidences of their believing. 
in Chriſt; this might indeed be credited, if it had 

been changed on your fellow ſoldiers the Papiſts, or 
if you had publiſhed them to the world as your own 
evidences; for if your party hath not been ſuperla- 
tively and generally guilty. of lying, cheating, mur- 
dering and rebellion, let the above-mentioned inſtan- 
ces declare; but whether or not, you look'd upon 
them as evidences of ſalvation, becauſe they were for 


promoting your idol of Prelacy, I ſhall not determine, 


it being in itſelf a contradiction, to charge any party 
of Proteſtants with their opinion, that believing in 
Chriſt is the way to be ſaved, and at the ſame time 
to charge them with looking upon ſuch grofs immor- 
ality as evidences of falvation, ſeeing we all agree, 
that an habitual morality is. inſeparable from true 
faith. But I ſuppoſe one of the grounds of his re- 
flection, is the lopping off of the Archbiſhop of St 
Andrews, which we would have him to know, that 
Preſbyterians were ſo far from approving, that they 
refuſed the Sacrament to , thoſe concerned in it,. 
particularly at the Scots Congregation in Rotter- 
dam: And as for his malicious inſinuation, that the 
inſurrection at Bothwell- bridge was made on purpoſe 
to defend thoſe perſons, is like the reſt of his inge- 
nuity; the contrary is apparent fromother caufes, which 
they had to take arms as above related, and alſo by 
their declaration, wherein they deſire a redreſs of 
their grievances, and complain of the intollerable and 
illegal perſecution they underwent, without the leaſt 
notice taken of thoſe men z nay, ſo far were they fron 
it, that its known how Robert Hamilton the head of 
the Cameronian faction, and the Biſhops executioner, 
did then drive a ſeparate and diſtinct intereſt from 
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the reſt of the Preſbyterians, were called by the dif. 
tinguiſhing name of Cameronians; and the diviſions 
fomented by them, occaſioned the deſertion of many, 
and the routing of thoſe who ſtaid behind. | 
But though the Preſbyterians had been truly 
chargeable in general with that action, he might have 
held his peace, ſeeing the Prelatical council of Scot. 
land cauſed hang five men in Magus Moor, where 
the biſhop was cut off, to appeaſe his Manes, thoug hne- 
ver one of them had ſeen a biſhop ;- and their coun- 


cil and chancellor the Earl of Rothes, forſwore them. 


ſelves and the whole party as to Mr Mitchel, whom 


they hanged for ſhooting at the ſaid biſhop though 
he miſſed him. The ſaid. Earl of Rothes and the 


whole council having given him their oaths, upon his 


confeſlion, and an act of aſſurance as to his life, 


which was produced at his trial, in which the Earl. 


of Rothes and others contrary to their own oaths and 


act were evidence againſt him. Nay, on the very 


day of the biſhops fall, fome of their booted apoſtles 


ſhot a young gentleman named Aiton in a cowardly 
manner, though he was-neither chargeable with that 


nor any thing elfe that could warrant them to kill. 


him in law; and yet the Prelatical clergy were ſo far 
from denying communion to thoſe common murder» 
ers (as we did to thoſe that cut off the biſhop) that 
they hugged and careſſed them as the honeſteſt 
men alive. And ſeeing all the execrable murders a- 


bove-mentioned in the inſtances of their 1 hav- 
by the au- 


ing exceeded their laws, were committe 
thority of the faction, we can juſtly, charge murder 
upon their whole community, which they can never 
do upon ours; and there is alſo this remarkable dif. 
ference betwixt the parties ſo treated, that Biſhop 
Sharp was the principal perſon who occaſioned the 
perſecution of them that cut him off, beſides many 
other bloody murders; whereas moſt of them who 
were murdered by the Prelatiſts, were chargeable 
with no violence againſt any perſon or party. 
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So that our author will find he hath no occaſion to 
brag of his ſlandering us with murder; but he was 
reſolved to reproach us right or wrong: If he hath 
any other foundations for his reflection, he would do 
well to inſtance them, for he is known too well for 
any thing to be received on his own credit ;- but I ſup-- 
poſe he is conſcious to himſelf, that he can inſtance: 
in nothing chargeable upon us in groſs, which we 
could not defend either as juſtifiable in itſeif, or prove 
to be a malicious calumny; and therefore he keeps 
to generals, Doleſus latet in Univerſalibus. | 

Page 44. Our author ſays, . The Preſbyterian: mini- 
ked after by a herd of the Rabble, and com-- 
pares the multitudes that follow them, to thoſe that 


crowd after Jack Bowels in his drunken fits; and in 
the very next ſection tells us, that people do generally. 


forſake and abhor them, and none but a few of the Rab- 


ble frequent their beſt Churches and preachers; thou gh 
it's evident to the world, that both the nobility and 


_ gentry in Parliament did eſpouſe our cauſe, and not 


a few of both, were all along ſufferers with us, and 
are to be ſeen ſtill in our Churches, for which we 
defire to bleſs God; but if it had not been ſo, we 
ſhould never have thought the worſe of the intereſt, 
ſeeing Chriſt gave it as an evidence of his own ap- 


pearance in the Fleſhy that to the poor the goſpel was 
_ preached: And the Apoſtle declares, that Not ma- 


« ny wile, not _ mighty, and not many noble are . 
© called.” —Nor is his ſcurrilous and falſe reflections | 

of the fooliſhneſs and want of reaſon in their preach». 
ing, the product of any better ſpirit, than that which 
called Paul a babler, and his preaching fooliſhneſs, 
becauſe he avoided vain philoſophy, which our Pre- 
latiſts have in their late pamphlets bragged to have 
been better preached by them than ever it was in 
Scotland. However the Preſbyterians will never de- 
cline an equal trial of their miniſterial abilities with 
the Curates, and for their ſucceſs upon the hearts and 
lives of their hearers, they have thouſands of. — 


- 
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ſelves and adherents being generally debauched. 


But to our author again; he not only contradicts 


himſelf, but other champions of the party; for one 
of their pamphlets, which firſt appeared after the re- 
volution and was alſo printed by the ſame printer, 
alledged that thæ rabble or the people, call them as 
you will, were the only friands the Preſbyterians had; 
and this gentleman tells us they generally deſert them. 
Pray, Sir, if it be ſo, what keeps them in? The nobi- 
lity and gentry, you ſay, were yours a long time ago; 
and if the people be yours too, then the Preſbyterians 
can have no friends. Beſides, its mighty. ſtrange, 
and really, Sir, a little paradoxical,.that the prelatical 
party are ſo very ſtrong in Scotland, and yet could 
make no greater efforts than they did for the conters 
vation of their beloved prelacy. The Preſbyterians 
are ſo little ſenſible of their ſtrength, that you ſee not 
above 6 or 8000 of them, though they could have 
raiſed fix times that number, were ſufficient to guard 
the convention from all the Prelatiſts while they ſet- 
| tled both Church and ſtate in oppoſition to their 
way, though they had two Kings to own them a- 
broad, a general with an army in the field at home, 
and the greateſt and beſt fort in the kingdom in their 
hand, which one would think: were encouragement 
enough for the party to have appeared for their dar- 
ling prelacy, if they- had been confident enough in 
their own ſtrength. What can be anſwered to this? 
ſurely not that they forbore out of reſpect to the 
Prince of Orange; for all their biſhops ſolemnly ad- 
dreſſed againſt him, and wiſh'd that King James had 
his neck to trample on. Dundee, their general and 
martyr, did actually riſe in arms, and as they con- 
ſtantly affirm obtained the victory: They had friends 
in King William's army who betray'd it: The Church 
of England by their intereſt kept Preſbytery for above 
twelve — & unſettled. It cannot but be thought 
very ſtrange then, that if the Epiſcopal party be ſo 


ſtrong, that they could not with all theſe dra 
. Make 


of which the Prelatiſts have few or none, both them- 
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make their party good againſt the Preſbyterians, who, 
as they ſay, had none to own them but the rabble, 
and that they too generally deſert them ; but how- 
ever, that Preſbytery is eſtabliſhed they cannot de- 
ny. 

"But to cut the throat of this objection once for all, 
that the Epiſcopacy is more popular in Scotland than 
Preſbytry z the falſehood of it will appear from this: 
1. That at o_ revolution of the-ſtate, when the re- 
preſentatives of the people came to make a claim of 
right, Preſbytry was the government which they de- 
manded, witneſs the / ſettlement of Preſbytry as the 
firſt government after the reformation, when the peo- 
ple ſhook off Queen Mary for her tyranny. The re- 
ſettlement of it in Charles the Firſt's time, when he 
and his people fell out about liberty and property; 
and the reviving of it now again when James the Se- 
venth abdicated: So that to any unprejudiced perſon, 
this muſt needs be a demonſtration that Preſbytery is 
more popular in Scotland than Prelacy. | 

2. Another evidence is this, That there have been 
many popular inſurrections againſt Prelacy, but ne- 
ver one againſt Preſbytry in Scotland; for the late 
rebellion. can by no means be called popular, ſeeing 
very few others but the Highlanders concurred in it; 
and all that know them are ſatisfied, that love to prey 
and not zeal to Prelacy was their greateſt motive; 
and beſides, King James's pretended. right was their 
main plea; and as I have already hinted, the extin- 
guiſhing of that rebellion, notwithſtanding of their 
many encouragements, doth ſufficiently evidence that 
it was not popular. 

A third argument, that Prelacy was never popular 
in Scotland, is this, that it was always uſhered in by 
fraud, and maintained by force. That it was uſher- 
ed in by fraud appears thus: When the Earl of Mor- 
ton being Regent in King James's minority, attempt- 
ed to ſettle it, he durſt not do it openly, but only 
brought in Titular Biſhops, without any power of 
Juriſdiction over Preſbyters; nay, on the contrary, 


they 
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they were accountable to them: And his motives 
had nothing of religion in them, but meerly that he 
and others of the nobility might have the better co- 
vert for detaining the revenues of the biſhopricks, 
while their titles were ſtill lodged in other men that 
pretended to be Eccleſiaſticks, that ſo the people 
might not ſo eaſily diſcern the ſacrilege; and there- 
upon thoſe Biſhops were called in deriſion Twlcans, 
i. e. A calf*s ſkin flopped with firaw to make the cow 
give her mill. And by the way, we ſee how little 
thoſe men believed the divine right of that juriſdic- 
tion and maintenance, which the Prelates claim when 
they themſelves held it from them. But the cheat 
being perceived, the Church and people prevailed te 
have thoſe Biſhops, though meerly nominal laid afide, 
and in a General Afembly the office of Prelates was 
condemned as unſcriptural, and abjured by the King 
himſelf, and all eſtates afterward, under the name of 
Hierarchy. Then when King James took the admi. 
niſtration into his own hand, it is very well known 
that he ſwore to maintain the doctrine and diſcipline 
as he found it; .nor did he oppoſe it, till Papiſts and 
atheiſts got too much arceſs to him, and drove at 
deſign of re-eſtabliſhing his mother as a ſharer with 
him in the government; under -pretence of which, 
they intended no leſs than his deſtruction, though he 
was ſo blind that he could not ſee it. Nor was he 
brought to eſpouſe the intereſt of Prelacy, till ſuch 
time as he was made to conceive that it would the 
more eaſily advance him to the Crown of England; 
and that he was brought to ſuch a neutrality, that he 
could ſend a cajoling letter to-the Pope, give him the 
titles of blaſphemy, and declare in Parliament that he 
would be content to meet Papiſts half-way, if they 
would lay aſide their King-killing doctrine, &'c, But 
notwithſtanding of his inclination to prelacy, he was 
ſenſible that it was ſo much againſt the humour of 
his people, that he ſwore and proteſted that he would 
not introduce either Popiſh or Engliſh prelacy z and 
thoſe miniſters, whom he had gain'd to his fide, 4 
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the like, though both he and they forſwore them. 
ſelves, as appeared by the ſequel. Then ſeeing that 
they durſt not venture to bring in Epiſcopacy by head 
and ſhoulders, they firſt took occaſion to quarrel with 
the faithfuleſt of the miniſters for their freedom to 
reprove open fin both in court and courtier: And by 
this means having laid them aſide, cloſeted other men 
that were leſs zealous, and brought them over by 
hopes of preferment: Then he took away the free- 
dom of Aſſemblies, where he would be preſent him- 
ſelf, and threaten and brow-beat ſuch as oppoſed his 
deſigns, whom he afterwards confined, impriſoned and 
baniſhed. And notwithſtanding of all theſe prepara- 
tives, he durſt not. venture to bring in a barefac'd 
prelacy, but under pretence of taking care for the 
affairs of the Church, got the Afſembly to conſent 
that ſome eceleſiaſtic delegates ſhould on that ac- 
count fit in Parliament and vote: and waen that was 
granted, it was a long time ere he could get them 
allowed the name of Biſhops; and yet longer ere 
they were inveſted with a power of juriſdicton, the 
Aſſemblies of the Church ſtill keeping the ſaid dele- 
gates in ſubjection and accountable to them. So that 
if Epiſcopacy had been ſo popular in Scotland, as our 
author alledges, he needed not have been at the trou- 
ble of all theſe precautions; nor indeed was he ever able 
to bring his Epiſcopacy to any firm ſettlement, though 
he was more capable of doing it after he came to 
England, and left no ſtone unturn'd to effectuate his 
deſigus: as, ſending for the ableſt and moſt zealous 
of the miniſtry, who oppoſed him, to England; af- 
tronting them, or rather himſelf, before his Engliſh 
council; warding them in Biſhops houſes that they 
might be brought over, and in the mean time depriv- 
ing the Aſſemblies of the Church of Scotland of their 
privileges of meeting and juriſdiction, which they 
had by his own laws; ſending down commiſſioners 
to the Aſſembly, as Sir David Murray of Scoon, who 
hectored them, having orders to pull the miniſters 
out of the pulpit if they did not ſuit his palate. * 

F e 


Co 
the ſame Sir David being then Lord Scoon and his 
Majeſty's comptroller, on, the 1ſt of April 1607, when 
Mr Henry Livingſton, choſen moderator of the Af. 
ſembly at Perth, ſaid on opening of the ſame, Let us 


begin at God, and be humbled in the name of Chriſt ; 
The King's commiſhoner, ſtriking on his breaſt with 


a great rage, cried out aloud, The devil a Chrift &,, 


here ; and threw the table upon him and the other 
miniſters that were on their knees praying, brought 
in the foldiers of the guard, and called for the ma- 
giſtrates to carry all the miniſters to priſon, becauſe 
the Aſſembly and Synod refuſed conſtant moderators; 
but fo little popular was this Epiſcopacy, that the 
magiſtrates, tho' he was Major of the Town, refuſed 
to obey him; the people were enraged, followed the 
miniſters when they came out of the Church 
with tears, and were only reſtrain'd from a tumuk 
by their authority. And in the afternoon, when the 
miniſters met again, the comptroller ſhut them out 
by locking the Church-doors, which the magiſtrates 
would have broke open, but the miniſters forbid 
them, and ſat down at the door on ſuch forms and 
ſtools as the people brought them. —And whether 
Prelacy or Preſbytery was moſt popular in Scotland 
during Charles the Firſt's time, the iflue declared; 
and whether of them was in Charles the Second and 
James the Seventh's time, let Charles the Second's 
writing to the Preſbyters of Edinburgh after his re- 
turn, that he would preſerve the Church- government 
as it was, his firſt Parliament's not reverſing Preſby- 
tery immediately, but leaving the government of the 
Church wholly at his diſpoſal; his not overturning it 
till he had ſettled himſelf firm in England; the ſan- 
guinary laws and tyranny uſed to ſupport Epiſcopacy; 
the retaining ſtill mock-Preſbyterys and Synods to 
pleaſe the people, and the laſt revolution teſtify. 
And whether of them be moſt popular in this reign, 
let the time taken to try it, the ſmall appearance of 
the Prelatical party by proteſtation, petition or arms; 


the continued ſilence and ſubmiſſion of the far gan 
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eſt part of the people, now that prelacy is caſheered, 
and the firmneſs of the Parliament of Scotland for it, 
notwithſtanding of the King's indifference, and the 
Church and court of England's zeal and endeavours 
to the contrary, witneſs. 

But here I find it neceſſary to anſwer the cavil of 
our adverſaries, that Preſbytery was always introduc- 
ed by rebellion and tumults. 

Anſe. I. If it be ſo, then certainly it muſt be po- 
pular, elſe it could never have diſmounted prelacy ſo 
often as it has done. | 

Anſw. 2. If it be ſo, the Prelatiſts are as guilty as 
we; for it muſt needs be as lawful for us to rebel in 
favour of Preſoytery,. as for them to rebel in fa bur 
of biſhops; and whether or not they did ſo againſt 
the late King, James, let the ſo much inſiſted on 
grievance of ſending the biſhops to the tower bear 
witneſs. Jam ſumus ergo pares. If it be objected, 
that the Scots Prelatiſts are not concern'd in what 
the Church of England did; I reply, that they are 
more concerned with them than we were with the 
Cameronians, whoſe actions they charge us with: for 
the Scots prelacy owes its very being and ſubſiſtence 
to that of England, from whom they had their firſt Pre- 
latical ordination ; and like a true mother, ſhe is care- 
ful ſtill to hug the remaining brood in her boſom, 
though ſome of them by their lampoons, like true 
vipers, have gnawed her own bowels, and moſt of 
them are ready on all occaſions to take the preſent 
government by the throat. 

Anſw. 3. Their reflection is as much againſt pro- 
teſtancy as Preſbytery, for both were introduced one 
and the ſame way; and therefore King James 8 
well charge the Reformation with rebellian in his 
proclamation, when pretended Proteſtants themſelves 
do it: but this is according to the genius of the 
party; they had rather that Proteſtantiſm ſhould loſe 
than Preſbytery gain. 

Anſw. 4. We deny that either the one or the o- 
ther were introduced by rebellion ; any that pe 
2 S 


1 
the Hiſtory of the Reformation, will find that we pro- 


ceeded very orderly; and tho' we had by the good i 
hand of God a power greater than that of our per- pf | 
ſecutors, yet we petitioned for reformation in an or- * 
derly way, proteſting that if the ſame was not grant- = 
ed, we could not be juſtly charged with any tumults h | 
or diſorders which might enſue. And though its ia” 
true the chief magiſtrate oppoſed it, yet the nobility "ey 
and repreſentatives of the kingdom carried it on, and ; 
ſettled it by acts of Parliament, called by the ſaid 107 
magiſtrate's authority, afterwards; which is more 7 | 
than can be ſaid almoſt for any reformation in Eu- 4 
rope, except England. — But if they mean that Pref. my 
bytery has ſince that time been re-ſettled by rebellion; 85 
it is eaſy to anſwer, that it can be no rebellion in ww 
any man to defend his legal right; and that we had = 

the firſt legal poſſeſſion cannot be denied ;—and that = 


we were illegally deprived of the ſame, appears by 
Calderwood's hiſtory and others. For whatever acts 
of Parliament were obtained for prelacy afterwards, 
could not be reckoned obliging to the nation, the faid 

Parliament being in effect but ſo many pack'd clubs 
prepared for the deſign by illegal and arbitrary me- 
thods. So that both the means and inſtruments uſed 
to ſet up the hierarchy in Scotland were ſuch as 
might juſtly occaſion an abhorrence of it, and confirm 
people in their opinion, that it could be no ordinance 
of Chriſt, which was endeavoured to be ſet up in ſo 
diſorderly a manner: nor was our Scots prelacy more 
unhappy in the abſtract than in the concrete; moſt 
of thoſe who embraced it being ill men, even Spotl- 
wood, the archbiſhop and author of the oy be- 
ing queſtioned by the general Aſſembly of the Church 
for going to maſs in France, when he went over 
with the Duke of Lennox; but by the intereſt of the 
court they were hindred from proceeding to cenſure; 
and King James himſelf ſeemed ſenſible what kind 
of men his prelates were, when on a certain occafion he 
ſaid, Devil an honeſt man would be a Biſhop, —meat- 


ing in Scotland. 
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So that if we had no arguments from ſcri; 


oture a- 


gainſt prelacy, the very way of its being o 
upon us, with the inſtruments and means 


btruded 
uſed to 


ſupport it, were enough to make it odious to Scot- 
land; eſpecially ſeeing it never yet had footing there, 
but by the tyranny and perjury of princes, and was 
always accompanied with a deluge of profanity a- 


mong the people. 


Another downright untruth of our author's 10 Page 
40, where he aſſerts, that the Epiſcopal rulers and mi- 


nifters uſed all Chriſtian and diſcreet methods 


to gain 


d/ſenters : By Chriſtian and diſcreet methods, muit 
be meant thoſe-which Chriſt appointed towards weak 
or offending brethren, ſuch as admonition, and other 
eccleſiaſtical procedure. Now we challenge him up- 


on his credit, to evidence that ever any, ſu 
was made to the Pre 


ch offer” 


terians, But if by Chriſtian 


and diſcreet methods, he mean the ſanguinary laws,. 
and other practices above-mentioned, we leave it to 
the judgment of any thinking man, whether they 


were diſcreet or Chriſtian: 
Bid. He ſays, that The Pre/b 


yterian miniſters never 


ſuffered affliftion, after having abdicated their Churches, 


as he calls it; and yet it appears by the very 


acts of 


Parliament, that they were liable to death itſelf, if 
they exerciſed their miniſtry, And there is ſcarcely 
any body in Scotland of twelve years of age, who 
have not heard of the impriſonment, baniſhment and 
execution of minifters, and yet he and his party have 
the impudence to cry. out of the molt grievous af- 


fiction in the world; merely becauſe ſome 


dilloyal 


and ſcandalous Curates are turn'd out of their cures; 
as appears by the journals of the Council, Oc. 
Another of his down-right lies is, that The Pre/by- 
terians have juftled aut, and vilified the Lord's Prayer ; 
whereas their Confeſſion of Faith doth poſitively ſay, 
that it is not only a rule of direction for prayer, but 
may be uſed as a form; and it is printed and taught, 
together with the commandments in all their cate- 
chiſms to the children; which alſo refutes his mali- 


F 3 


cious- 


L 6 ] 
cious charge of their being ignorant of the ſame; but 
we ſuppoſe our authors to have been more conver- 


ſant in romances than books of divinity: nor have 
we any great reaſon to be angry at their not having 


read our Confeſſion of Faith, and catechiſms, ſeeing 


they give us ground to fuſpeCt, that they never read 
the bible; for if they had, we can ſcarcely ſuppoſe 
they would have upbraided the Preſbyterians with 
ſpeaking of Chriſt, as a gallant kiſſing and courting, 
when the very word kiſſing, is ſo frequently uſed in 
the canticles, to denote the mutual love betwixt 
Chriſt and his Church. But as to the Lord's Prayer 


again, the only ground for this reflection is, becauſe 


we do not uſually repeat it after our prayers, for 
which it will appear we have reaſon enough, if it 
were but to claim our Chriſtian liberty, from a hu- 
man impoſition; there being no ſhadow of argument 
obliging us to uſe the very form of words, ſeeing the 
Evangeliſts themſelves vary them, and much leſs to 
uſe it like a charm at beginning and ending of ſervices, 
Baptiſms, Burials, Marriages, Churching of Women, 
which is really a profaning of it. His other reflection 
of our having aboliſhed the reading of the Scriptures 
in Churches is no leſs falſe, for every body knows 
that the Preſbyterian mmiſters do read a portion of 
ſcripture each Lord's Day, and then make an analy- 
fis or lecture on it, beſides their ſermons; which 
practice the Epiſcopalians abrogated. And whether 


this be not better than the bare reading of ſome. 


Chapters, let any body judge. 

And here I cannot but take notice, that in his 
tranſport of rage againſt the Preſbyterians, he reflects 
upon his own party, who did as really juſtle out the 
liturgy as they, and never uſed it publicly; nay, it is 


very well known, that moſt of the Epiſcopal preach- 


ers themſelves, did declare their averſation to the 
Engliſh liturgy on all occaſions, till this late revolu- 
tion that they made uſe of it in private conventicles, 
to ingratiate themſelves with the Church of England; 
and becauſe of a rupture which the uſing or not u- 
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ſing of it, created amongſt themſelves, were about to 
lay it down again, but that the agents of the party 
here adviſed the contrary, as moſt conducible to their 
intereſt. And his reflection upon our miniſters, for 
wearing no diſtinguiſhing garb, is as much againſt 
their own parties former practice, who had no- 
diſtinction till within theſe few years, when their 
approaches to Rome became more and more viſi- 
ble. 

Another of his contradictions is, that The Preſby- 
teriant do not mention the Apoſtles Creed in Baptiſm ; 
—and yet he owns, that they require the father to 
bring up the child in the belief of the Weſtminſter 
Confeſſion, wherein the Apoſtles Creed is actually 
inſerted, and always printed with it. 

Page 20. Our author's malice has unhappily en- 
gaged him in a lie, which can be proved ſuch by re- 
cord: his words are, that five Preſbyterian-preachers 
laſt year appointed themſelves Judges to purge two or 
three dioceſſes of the north ; whereas every body knows 
that they were appointed by the Aſſembly, and the 
Aſſembly, as appears by the act of Parliament, were 
impowered to give ſuch a commiſlion., 

Page 10. His ſpite charges the Preſbyterian mini- 
ſters, as being called and conſtituted by the people, 
wherein I confeſs I do not underſtand his meaning : 
if by calling and conſtitution, he mean the peoples 
calling and accepting them as their miniſters, its what 
his own party practiſe in ſome places; and if he 
mean as he mult do, ſeeing he intends a reflection, 
that the people make them miniſters, or ordain them, 
which he avers in plain terms, Page 23, then it is a 
notorious untruth, which the world may be ſatisfied 
in, if they do but read what the Weſtminſter Aſſem- 
bly have writ as to ordination, by the hands of tlie 
Preſbytery, which is the ſame that Timothy had, 1 
Tim, iv. 14. and the Preſbyterians are known to have 
maintained this againſt both popular and prelatical 
ordination, 


* 
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Page 11. He ſays We generally diſcountenance mora- 
lity ; and yet Page 22. owns We oblige parents to bring 
up their children in the belief of the Weſtminſter Con- 
feſſion, which contains beſt explication of the 
moral- law extant in ſo ſmall a volume; nor is there 
a more particular enumeration of duties required, 
and fins forbidden by the commandments, to be found 
any where than in the catechiſm bound up with that 
Confeſſion, to which they are alſo obliged : ſo that none 
but ſuch as our author who has ſold himſelf to lie, 
could have vented ſuch a groundleſs calumny; and we 
challenge him to produce any of his party in Scotland, 
who hath writ ſo much or ſo well on morality, ag 
our Mr Durham on the Ten Commandments. In- 
deed the Preſbyterians do ſay and belieye,, that there 
may be morality without religion, as was apparent by 
our author's beſt patterns of religion, the heathen 
moraliſts; but they never believed nor taught, that 
morality could be ſeparated from. religion, or works 
from faith, no more than that heat and light can be 
ſeparated from the ſun; and if this libeller had but 
been at the pains to read over his catechiſm, which 
apparently he has forgot, he would find that we re- 
quire new obedience, as well as faith, which we de- 
fine to be a receiving of, as well as relying on Chriſt, 
though he falſely charges us to the contrary, accord- 
mg to his ſuperabundant learning and ingenuwty. 
Thus we have made it evident, that he belies us in 
our principles, and we call God, the nation and their 
own conſciences witneſſes againſt them, as to the 
generality of our practices. 

Page 24. The author ſays, that i? ves the Camero- 
nians only who ſuffered any thing ; and yet ſuch is the 
diſingenuity of thoſe who would be called ſober 
Preſbyterians, that they cry out, that they ſufferes 
perſecution. Pray, Sir, were theſe Cameronians that 
were robbed of all they had, and forced ta the woods 
and mountains before the year 1666; or were the 
Marquis of Argile, Lord Warriſton. Mr James 


Guthry, and others executed before that time, Cx 
| meronians! 
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meronians? If they were, it is ſtrange; for Cameron 
the author of that ſchiſm was not heard of in public, 
till about 1678. And as for your other aſſertion, 
that all the reſt but the Cameronians were indulged, 
and ſettled in Churches, it is no lefs falſe ; for ev 
one knows that Mr Welch and the other miniſters 
who preached in the ftelds, were neither Cameroni- 
ans nor indulged, and yet made the far greateſt num- 
ber of the Preſbyterian miniſters. But he that will 
take the liberty to blaſpheme, will make no ſcruple 
to lie. And we appeal to your, own conſcience, - 
whether you do not know this and many other things 
aſſerted in your book, to be down-right lies; and it 
will appear yet by the records of coucil, that Mr 
John Carſtares and other Preſbyterian miniſters, did 
publicly diſown Mr Cargil, and Mr Cameron's prac- 
tices, in excommunicating the King, and pretending 
to exaucterate him, it being very well known, that 
both the one and the other are contrary to Preſbyte- 
rian principles, who do not allow any miniſter to 
excommunicate one of his own pariſhoners, but with 
the conſent of the Preſbytery, and that alſo after all 
due methods, as admonition, Sc. Nor did they e- 
ver allow any other, than the collective body of the peo- 
ple by their repreſentatives, a power to call Kings in 
queſtion, and that too in caſes of inſuperable neceſſity, 
which the Church of England at laſt hath owned as 
their due. And whatever this black mouth'd ſcribler 
may alledge intolerable in Preſbyterian politicks, it 
will be found that they entertain none ſo dangerous 
to governments as thoſe of paſſive obedience, and the 
Iawfulneſs of owning any prevailing party, for which 
new principle the world is obliged to Dr Sherlock 
and Biſhop Overhall's convocation-book. 

In ſeveral places of his pamphlet, he would per- 
fuade you, that the Preſbyterians are antinomians; as 
Page 12, that they generally are of opiniin, that a man it 
never a true ſaint, till he have ſuch a found fall as that 
of David ith Bathſhebah. And Page 37. that adul- 
try is called but a ſlip of the Saints, among them : _— 

r 
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Lord! what height of impudence are theſe men come 
to, who dare publiſh to the world ſuch manifeſt lies, 
and ſelf-contradiftions| Is it not known to all, that the 
ſeverity of the Preſbyterian diſcipline againſt immora- 
lity, is that which creates it ſo many enemies, and eſpe- 
cially all.thoſe who avow their fin like Sodom. If 
Preſbyterians were ſo licentious, its very ſtrange that 
the openly prophane ſhould be their greateſt adver- 


faries. But to make it evident that this pamphleteer . 


writs what he knows to be falfe, do but conſider what 
he ſays, Page 37, that one Balfour in the Merſe whe 
uſed to inveigh againſt the ſcandalouſneſs of miniſters, fled 
not many months ago for adultery: Pray, Sir, how came 
he to flee, .(if the inſtance itſelf be true) ſeeing ac- 
cording to you, the Preſbyteriars reckon ſuch a ſound 
fall, an evidence of a true ſaint ? what, was he aſham- 
ed of his ſaintſhip ! or needed he be afraid of puniſh- 
ment for an evidence of it? now, Sir, I would aſk at 
your own conſcience, whether you do not know that 
you belie the Preſbyterians here? and whether his 
flying be not a witneſs againſt you out of your own 
mouth, that he dreaded both to be expoſed to ſhame 
and puniſhment by his party? and if fo, how is that 
conſiſtent with their looking upon ſuch groſs faults, 

evidences of ſalvation ? The worſt that I wiſh you 
is, that the Lord may forgive you. 

His inſtances to prove this, are one of Mr David 
Williamſon, and two Preſbyterian women. I think 
that our author hath proved himſelf a liar in ſo many 
things, that the truth of whatever he ſays, may juſtly 
be queſtioned, and need no further confutation than 
this, that ſuch an author ſays it. But as to Mr Wil- 


liamſon, I know him to be a perſon of ſo much piety 


and worth, that to admit the ſcandat under debate, 
on the evidence of ſuch black-mouth'd rufhans, were 
to injure him. The very circumſtances alledged by 
the fcribler, give himſelf the lie, and the whole 1s 
known to be a malicious ſcandal raiſed on him by the 
Prelatical party, becauſe he left their communion; 
and that their booted apoſtles did not find him yy 
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1 
les, they ſearched a gentleman's houſe for him, -whofe 


the daughter he was then in ſuit of, and afterwards mar- 
ra- ried. | : 
pe- And as for his other two -inſtances, he owns that 
If the men were Epiſcopalians; and ſeeing according to 
hat him, they are much better moraliſts than the Preſby- 
ver- terians, the ſcandal is the greater by far on his own 
teer de, eſpecially the men being the ſtronger veſſels: So 
hat what he hath gained by theſe inſtances, let any body 
Who judge. I hope the Epiſcopal party acknowledge the 
fled morality of the ſeventh Commandment, and there- 
ame fore the breach of -it muſt be as heinous in Epiſcopal 
ac- men as Preſbyterian women, if his inſtances be true. 
und But there is all the reaſon in the world to ſuſpect 
am- their falſehood, both becauſe aſſerted by our author, 
niſh- and that ſuch profligates as thoſe he inſtances, are 
K at known to glory ſo much in their wickedneſs, that its 
that aſual with them to ſcandalize innocent women, as 
bis partners of their villainy. Nor indeed is it any won- 


own der it ſhould be ſo, for it cannot reaſonably be ſup- 


ame poſed, that ſuch as have no regard to their own good 
that name, ſhould have any tenderneſs for that of others; 
ults, and in the mean time we have a fair confeſſion of 
you hat company our author keeps, and of his and their 


malice againſt us, ſeeing the ſubject of their converſe 


Javid Is ſuch reproaches; by which it is alſo plain, that they 
hink are willing to put out one of their own eyes, ſo they 
nany oy inay deprive us of both ours. But methinks that they 
— vught to ſpeak good of archers, whoſe fathers ſhot 
than 


once in a bow, (as we ſay in Scotland), and might 
have very well foreſeen the rejoinder, Clodius accuſat 


piety inechos. They know that it is no lie, if we ſhould tell 
bate, ¶ em of one or two late heads of their Church, who 
were did publicly in the face of the Sun, and in the fight 
0 by of all Iſrael avow their adulteries, as Sodom; and 
ole is 


ſrom thoſe pure fountains proceeded the right Rever- 
end Fathers of the Scots Prelatical Church; and whe- 
ther they did not make good the proverb, Patrem ſe 
quitur ſua proles, let the inceſtuous and adulterous 
Archbiſhop Sharp; the common ſtallion Archbiſhop 
Paterſon ; 
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Paterſon; and ſodomitical Dean Hamilton of Hamil. 
ton, and others, which ſhall be inſtanced in their 

laces, teſtify. Now all the world knows how the 
heads of their Church wallowed in uncleanneſs with. 
out any faithfulneſs in the clergy to take Chriſt's me. 
thods to prevent it; and therefore their guilt is juſtly 
chargeable upon the whole body. 


Here it is fit to take notice of his refle&ion through 


his whole book upon the Preſbyterian igriorance. 
None but ſuch as our author, who has a forehead of 
braſs, could have made this reflection, ſeeing the Scots 
Preſbyterians, as Knox, Buchannan, Calderwood, Gil- 
leſpie, Rutherford, Durham, Hutchinſon, Dickſon, 
and many others, have left ſufficient monuments of 
learning behind them; whereas very few of our Pre- 
latical authors are known to the world. Nor are we 
at preſent, though broken by x long and barbarous 
perſecution, deſtitute of men able to outvie the beſt 
Prelatiſt in Scotland for learning, as Dr Rule, whom 
they ſo much vilify ; but I am confident Biſhop Stil- 
lingfleet, who has felt the dint of his pen, has higher 
thoughts of him, Mr George Campbel, Mr Robert 
Flemming, Mr Edward Jamieſon, and many more 
that could be named, who are men of known learning. 
Though we muit confeſs, that the Scots Preſbyterians 
have always been, and are willing ſtill to continue, 
ſo ignorant as to know nothing but Chriſt, when they 
preach to the people ; and -do not much trouble their 
hearers with ſuch metaphyſical ſpeculations, as Glad- 
ſtones, the Curate of Yettam, who told his uplanduh 
congregation, how many myriads of angels could ſtand 
on the apical point of a bee- ſting. So much for our 
preachers; and as for our people, whom he will have 
to be ſo ignorant, that they believe Biſhops to be clo. 
ven-footed like the Devil; he expoſes himſelf and not 
them in ſaying ſo: but whether our Biſhops did re- 
ſemble the Devil or not in his feet, they knew it too 
well that they reſembled him in his hands, which his 
Majeſty and preſent Parliament were ſo ſenſible oh, 
that they call their laws diabolical acte. And as * 


ter ian. 
— But 
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all knowledge becoming Chriſtians or men, the ad- 
vantage is ſo viſible on the fide of the Preſbyterian 
laity, that none; but thoſe who are arrived at ſuch an 
height of impudence as our author, can deny it. 
Now to make good the charge of his falfifying the 
ian books which he cites. 
Page 71. He ſays, that the author of The” brief and 
true account of the ings of the Church of Scotland, 
beſtows the characters of godleſs miſcreants, infam- 
ous paricides, ſorcerers, and inceſtuous apoſtates, up- 
on the Scotch gentry, as well as clergy, which is ab- 
ſolutely falſe ; he gives no ſuch characters to the gen- 
try any where, nor. yet to the clergy taken complexly, 
except they look upon_themſelves to be all inibodied 
in their late Metropolitan Sharp, whom moſt part of 
Scotland knows to have deſerved that character, the 
very woman, with whom he had committed adultery, 
avowing it in his face before the whole congregation. 
And as for the other epithets, which he has amaſſed 
together, and does not ſay upon what account they 
are giyen, the author may very well juſtify them: Nor 
can any man alive ſay, but they are deſervedly given, 
if the matters of fact charged upon the perſons to 
whom they are given be true; and for the truth of 
them the greateſt part of the nation will be his 
vouchers. So that theſe things being conſidered, 
there's no ſuch reaſon to have fallen foul on that 
pamphlet for its ſtile, eſpecially if this ſcribler's apo- 
logy, which he hath borrowed from Dr Rule, hold; 
Tat calling | things by their true names is not to be rec- 
koned inconjiflent wth moderation and calmneſs ; and that 
a petulant and effronted adverſary is not to be handled 
with that ſeftneſs of file which is fit for ſuch as are mare 
modeſt > And it appears uery plain, that the author of 
the preſent ſtate and condition of the clergy and 
Church of Scotland, with whom the author of the brief 
and true account had to do, was ſuch an one; for the 
veſt epithet that he had to beſtew-upon the Preſby- 
terians was, that they were the beaſts of the people, &c. 
— But this blaſphemous ſcribler, after he hath un- 
G fairly 
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fairly heaped all the epithets together, calls them 
Preſbyterial rhetorick, auhich being quite contrary to the 
ſpirit and genius of Chrift muff be allowed to paſs for 
new minted ſupe Preſbyterian Goſpel. —He could 
ſee, or at leaſt ſuppoſe, a mote in his neighbour's-eye, 
but cannot diſcern the beam in his own: for his E 
piſcopat-rhetorick or new minted ſuperfine prelatical 
Goſpel, 'to uſe his own delicate phraſes, is a degree 
beyond Billingſgate or coal-ſtealer rhetorick, being in 
effect down right blaſphemy, as thus, Page 10. and 
onwards he calls their prayers extemporary gibberiſh ; 
whereas the Scots Prelatiſts alſo themſelves pretend- 
ed to pray extempore. The people, he ſays; are void 
of common ſenſe, guided by irregular paſſion ; torturers of 
the. ſcripture ; generally covetous and deceitful ;* never 
ſeruple any perjury before a Fudge that may ſeem to ad- 
vance the cauſe ; are cheaters in their ordinary dealings: 
think murder a virtue, when the work of the covenant 
ſeems to require it; and the new goſpel, which they pro- 
feſs is fo far from condemning lying, cheating, murder 
and rebellion to fulfel the ends of the ſolemn league, that 
their martyrs glory in them as ſure evidences of ſalvation. 
They generally diſcountenance morality ; cannot repeat the 
Lord's Prayer, Creed and Ten Commandments ; their 

conventicles generally produced very many baſtards, whith 
they excuſed by ſaying, where ſin abounds the grace of 

God ſuperabounds ; or 7 ſaying, The lambs of Chriſt ' 
may ſport together. —T hat a man is never a true ſaint 
till he have a found fall, as that of David with Bath- 
ſheba. That a loud vaice and b whinning tone in broken 
and ſmothered words have ſuch force upon the animal 
ſpirits of the Preſbyterian rabble, that they look not upon 
a man as endowed with the fpirit of God without ſuch 
canting and deformity of holineſs. Note, This is new 
minted goſpel, and a phrafe inſpired by hell itſelf. 

We have often heard of the beauty of holiueſt, but ne- 
ver of the deformity of helinsſ5 before: This is a new 

prelatical diſcovery ; David's chattering like a Crane, 
mourning like a dove, and Paul's ſighs and groans of the 
ſdirit which cannot be uttered, are, according to this 
reverend 


% 
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dem reverend author, deformities of holine/s.—But to return 

\ the to our matter; he goes on with his atheiſtical blaſ- 
for phemies and mockery thus; a perſon that hath the = 
Duld: dexterity of whinning may make a great congregation of 
eye, them weep with an ode of horace or eclogue of wirgil, e- 
E. Ae if = __ — drivel at the A ij or eyes when ; 
cal repeats them, ſuch a perſon. aſs for a ſaul- rauiſb- 
Tee ing ſpiritualift, if he 1 4 2 T 4 
gin wry mouth, which they call a grace-pouring-down coun- 
and tenance: the ſnuffling and twang of the noſe, paſſes far 
iff ; the goſpel ſound, and the\throwings of the face far the 
-nd- motion of the Spisit. Now what ſofter title than that 
void of a blaſphemous atheiſt can be this man's due? If he 

s of had ever had any experience on his own foul of a 
vr lincere. and thorough repentance, or if his heart had 
ad. been ever pierced with the ſenſe of fin, he durſt not 
187 ; have ſpoken in ſuch a helliſh dialect of the opera- 
wats tions of the Spirit of God. David according to this 
pro- author, did but drivel at eyes and mouth when he 
ex watered his couch with his tears; and the uſual ſigns 
that of ſorrow for fin are but wry mouths in his ſtile : 
Hon. and ſo the Prophet Jeremiah, who wiſh'd that © his 

4 the head were a fountain of waters, and his eyes rivers 
Heir of tears,” was a whinning fellow. But now to re- 
hith turn to our author; thus he pretends to have charac- 
Wy terized the Preſbyterian. people as above, having by 
* 1 his ſuperabundant treaſure of venom anticipated him- 
POR ſelf alſo in his character of their miniſters, which he 
ath- purſues thus; Page 12, They are a proud, ſowr, uncon- 
ohen ver/able tribe, looking perfecłly like the phariſees, having 
mal faces like their horrid decree 7 reprobation. Oh dread- 
pon ful blaſphemy ! This atheiſt is not afraid to reproach 
ſuch decrees of God as horrid under the notion of Preſby- 
new terian decrees, though they cannot be more juſtly 
ſelf. charged with this opinion, than the the Church of 
ne- England in her ſeventeenth article; nor than tbe 
new Epiſcopal party of Scotland, who owned the Welt- 
ne, minſter Confeſſion, and were ſworn to this doctrine 
the in the eighth article of the Confeſſion of Faith, au- 
this thorized by the Parliament of Scotland anno 1560. 
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which their teſt obliged them to fwear, That they 
believed to be according to the word of God.” But 
jf our author alledge, as his words do neceſſarily in- 
fer, that the Epiſcopal party were of another opini- 
on, then it is a fair confeſhon, that they forſwore 
themſelves. But is it not ſtrange, that men, who 
pretend. to believe the ſeripture in which there is no- 
thing more plainly held out than election, ſnould be 
ſo void of reaſon as to deny the unavoidable conſe- 
quence of a preterition, or which is the ſame thing, 


reprobation? but to return to our libeller; he goes 


on and ſays, They are without humanity ; void of com- 
mon civility; have as little learning as goad nature; 
Have their ſouls caſt into a different mould from all 
Chriſtians in the world : they never did, nor are like to 
preach up Chriſt Feſus and eternity: trace them in their 


politicks, morals, myſticks and metaphyfucks, you 


foal find 
them ſelfiſh, ſingulur and full of nonſenſical rhapſodtes : 


they diſtract their people with deſperate doeTrine, and en- 
courage them in direct impieties; they are firebrands, 
the ſcandal of Chriftianity and diſgrace of the nation: 
they are for the moſt part upon believe, believe; and by 
their fulſome amorous diſcourſes on the canticles have 
quite debaſed divinity, and debauched_the morals of the 

eople ;—and abundance more to this purpoſe. -- Now 
J ſhall only uſe our authors words againſt the author 
of „ The brief and true account of the ſufferings of 
the Church of Scotland; viz. This is the way the 
Scots Prelatiſts uſe to argue and anſwer books; and 
theſe are the ſweeteſt flowers of our author's Epiſco- 
pal rhetorick, which. being quite contraxꝶ; to the ſpi- 
rit and genius of Chriſt, the Epiſcopal authors own 
quaint phraſe muſt be allowed to paſs for new mint- 
ed ſuperfine Epiſcopal Goſpel.” Now Sir, you know 
whoſe the argument is, and for ſhame you cannot 
but admit the concluſion. And thus I have once 
more anticipated myſelf in proving the author not 
to have the genius of Chriſt ; and conſequently that 
he ought not to be ſuſtained as a good witneſs againſt 


Chriſtians. | 
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Before I paſs any further, I beg leave to obſerve 
that our author has had the fame fate in his evidence 
againſt us, that his brethren, the falſe witneſſes, had 
againſt Chriſt ; that is to, ſay, his evidence contra- 
dicts itſelf: for Page 24. he ſays, that to preach up 
Chriſt never was, nor is Rke to be, the deſign of their 
ſermons; and Page 29. they are for the moſt part 
upon Believe, believe. I am of the mind our author 
will have as much difficulty to reconcile this, as the 
Epiſcopal party have to ſoder their old principle of 
paſſive obedience, and their late practice of actual 
rebellion. But further, Sir, how is it poſſible, that 
the Perſbyterians can diſtract the people with defpe- 
rate doctrine, and yet encourage them in direct im- 
pieties? I believe that ſcarcely any man, but your. 
ſelf, would have been guilty of ſuch plain contradic- 
tion; and pray in your next let us know what doc- 
trine can a miniſter preach to make a man deſperate, 
and yet at the ſame: time encourage him in impie- 
tics? Another queſtion I would alk of you is, what 
you meant by your Proemium in the firſt Page, 
That the fruits which our Saviour ſaid would dif- 
cover falſe teachers were not open and public ſcan- 
dals?“ One would think that this was a confeſſion, 
that thoſe you had to do with were not openly and 
publicly ſcandalous, elſe there had been no need of 
this caution. And ſeeing as all men will believe, 
that you made that comment to obviate an objection, 
which you know could with very much truth be 
made againſt you, that the miniſters whom you re- 
vile are men of good lives? How come you to forget 
yourſelf ſo far, as to fall foul upon their morals now? 
Indeed it is pardonable in you Sir, who are accuſtom- 
ed to forget yourſelf in two or three ſections, nay,, 
ſometimes in one, to make ſuch a flip as this in 
twenty pages. But take advice; either learn the art 
of memory better, or never ſet up for a liar in pub- 
lic; for you have verified the proverb as much as 
ever man did, That liars have need of good memo- 
ries, But, Sir, your party are mightily obliged. to 
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you for this ſtrong argument, to prove that they are 
not falſe teachers; for ſeeing you ſay, | wor open and 
public ſcandals are not the fruits of falſe teachers; in 
truth our Scots Epiſcopal Curates have hence a very 
fair plea, that they are not falfe teachers, for they a- 
bound with open and publit ſcandals. 

Before J leave our author's dung, which he has fo 
.induſtriouſly rak'd hell for, to throw upon the Pref. 
byterians faces, I will ſee if any gold can be found 
In it. . 

Then firſt, ſeeing a whinning tone, drivelling at 
eyes and mouth, as he calls ſeriouſneſs and weeping 
in preaching, are fo very hateful in the Preſbyterians, 
we muſt ſuppoſe that his party are not guilty of that 
deformity of holineſs, as he blaſphemouſly words it, 
and ſo here's a fair conceſhon from his own mouth, 
that the Prefbyterians are more ſerious preachers 
than his Epiſcopalians. 


Secondly, ſeeing by his own conceſhons (dropp'd. 


unawares) our preachers have all the outward figns. 
of ſincerity, we may ſee what temper our author is 
of, to charge them ſo uncharitably with hypocri- 


8 | 
Before I abſolve this ſubject, I muſt take notice of 
his villanous aſperſion, that Our preachers debauch 


the peoples morals, by their fulſome and amorous diſ- 


courſes on the Canticles;” whereas the Preſbyterian 
morals, are in every reſpect ſo much beyond thoſe of 
his party, that we have but lately ſeen how he was 
forced tacitly to acknowledge it at the very entrance 
of his work; and Page 11, he owns, that © they are a 
people who will not ſwear in common diſcourſe fot 
a world;” and therefore he has recourſe to the com- 
mon topic of all ruffians, who when they cannot for 
ſhame ſay of another, that he, is openly as bad ag 
himſelf, they ſtraightways paſs their verdict upon 
them as hypocrites and preciſians: or when they re- 
prove them for obſcene words, they will immediately 
alledge that you are as obſcene in your thoughts. 


But 1 would fain aſk our author, which of his party 
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ever publiſhed any thing on the Cantieles, equal to 
that of our Mr Durham, and what fulſome amorous 
diſcourſes he finds there? However this is homoge- 
neous with the ſpirit of the party, for its not the 
firſt time that they have ridiculed the new birth and 
love betwixt Chriſt and the ſoul, as, fantaſtical jar- 
gons, melancholy fancies, and amorous romances, be- 
cauſe they have no acquaintance with them them- 
ſelves; and ſpiritual things muſt. be ſpiritually dif- 
cerne | 
But to return to his falſe quotations. Page 73. 
He charges the author of the brief and true account, 
with ſaying, that « If the Enghſh clergy aſſiſt the 
« Prelatical Scots, as they are readier by a thouſand. 
« to one to do it, than to wear allegiance to their 
« Sovereigns, it may arm the good women with their 
« folding ſtools once more againſt them.” Whereas 
the ſaid author's words are, that “ Whatever influ- 
« ence the inclination of the Scots Prelatiſts to the 
« common-prayer might have on the Engliſh clergy,. 
« c. it might arm the good women with their fold- 
« ing ſtools. once more againſt them” alluding to 
the known ſtory in Charles the Firſt's time, of a 
womans throwing her ftool at the firſt who attempt- 
ed to read the Common-prayer book in Edinburgh. 
There are other places of that ſame pamphlet, which. 
he alſo wreſts, but theſe are enough to ſhew our au- 
thor's ingenuity,, and what credit is to be given to 
his notes of ſermons and prayers, which were never 
publiſhed ; when he is ſo impudent as to falſify what 
is extant in print. 3 . 
Our author in his marginal notes, on that pamph- 
let, refleQing upon the Englith clergy's backward- 
neſs to ſwear allegiance to their pretent Majeſties, 
gives us another touch of his affection to the preſent 
government, when he alledges, that the Non, jurant 
Clergy can patiently ſuffer, and therefore are not con- 
cerned what Preſbyterians threaten ; by which it would 
appear, that he was intimate with that tribe, and knew 
their concerns, and that they looked upon their threa- 
tenings 


[ 8 J 
tenings to proceed only from the Preſbyterians, (not 
Prelatiſts). So that here is ſtill an acknowledyyment 
of our zeal, and their averſion for the preſent govern- 
ment. But what ever the ſaid Non-jurant can do, 
we find that they have not ſuffered patiently; witneſs 
the Lambeth clubs, the Biſhop of Ely's flight for ac- 
tual plotting, the declining of the reſt of the Non-ju- 
rant Biſhops to give anſwer to the pertinent queſtions 
or propoſals by Mercurius, as our author calls him, 
though their reputation as to the being plotters or not 
plotters depended on it; and the actual conviction of 
Wilcox, Brett, and the Suffolk parſons, for their prac- 
tices againſt the government, are further witneſſes. 
So that they are little obliged to our author, who tells 
the world they could ſuffer patiently, ſeeing they did 
it not. Or if he reckon ſuch practices patient ſuffer- 
ng, the preſent government is very much obliged to 

im. 


In another of his marginal notes, he inſults over 


the author, after leaving out half his propoſition, ac- 
cording to his uſual difingenuity, and alledges, that 
by his argument of Prelacy's being antehumane, becauſe 
contrary to the inclinations of the generality of the people, 
Chriſtianity muſt be antehumane in Turky, and Protef- 
tantiſm, the like in France and Spain. Whereas: the 
author in anſwer to another Epiſcopal pampleteer, 
who alledged, that authority did not countenance "the 
Scots Preſbyterians, in calling Prelacy Antichriftian, 
ſaid, that authority had done what was incumbent it 
them as a civil government, (i. e. abſtract from being 
Chriſtians), in declaring it as to their own part antibu- 
mane, i. e. contrary to the peoples inclinations, and 
an inſupportable grievance to the nation, which laſt this 
ſcribler leaves out. And the author may very well 
aſſert, that if the Turks or French, &c. could upon as 
good grounds declare Chriſtianity or Proteſtantiſm, 
contrary to the peoples inclinations, and a great and 
inſupportable grievance, they might as well declare 
it antihumane, but this they can never do; and-there- 
fore though our Epiſcopal diſputant had not * 
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the propoſition, to force a concluſion; the argument 
would never hold a pari ratione. | 
Another of his marginal notes is, that the new g 
pellers-call the Common Prayer Book Popery but what 
will he Tay, if we prove that ſome of his ad goſpellers, 
and they too heads of their Church, called it ſo, viz, 
Edward the Sixth, in his declaration to the Devon» 
ſhire rebels, told them plainly, that it war the Maſs- 
Book, tranſlated into Engliſh. And James the Sixth, 
at his return from Denmark, ſpeaking in commend» 
ation of the Church of Scotland, compared with o- 
ther Churches, ſaid expreſsly, that he Common Prayer 
Book 2was but an ill ſaid Maſs. And Tome will adven- 
ture to tell them, that it was «vorſe ſaid ſince his time, 
eſpecially when the prayer againſt antichryft was left out. 
Page 31. He reflects on the Preſbyterians for 
declining to obſerve the anniverſary of Charles the 
Firſt's death, by which he would inſinuate an ap- 
probation of his murther, than which nothing can be 
more malicious, for it is very well known, that the 
Church and State of Scotland at that time did pro- 
teſt againſt the injuries done to that Prince, as con- 
trary to poſſitive treaties. Nor did either the Scots 
or Engliſh Preſbyterians concur in bringing him to 
his death: nayy ſo far were they from it, that in Scot- 
land they immediately proclaimed his Son King on 
the news of it; and = they ſuffered on his ac- 
count, every body almoſt knows. Whereas. thoſe 
that afterwards turned Epiſcopalians, fell in with the 
uſurper for the moſt part, and thoſe of their commu- 
nion in England, did even chime in, with the com- 
monwealth; and yet the Scots Preſbyterians though 
maliciouſly traduced as enemies to kingly govern- 
ment, becauſe enemies to an abſolute monarchy, co 
never be brought to diſown the King's intereſt; and 
their affection to the royal line is ſo conſpicuous, that 
in all the revolutions which that kingdom hath un- 
dergone, they always kept ſtedfaſt to that ſame line 
and form of government, though for reaſons good e- 
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bent has been dethroned, and the next and fitteſt of 
the line ſet up. Hence it is plain, that matter of fact 
doth evince tic falſchood of no Biſhop, no Ring. But 
further, their not obſerving the anniverſary day, pro- 
ceeds from a principle that no human power can o- 
blige us to violate, the Fourth Commandment, which 
ſays poſitively, “ Six days ſhalt thou work; whence 
it is evident, that though any of the fix days may be 
ſet apart for worſhip occafonally, yet none of then 
can be made anniverſary on what account ſoever; for 
if otherwiſe, there is none of the fix on which ſome 
remarkable providence hath not happened; — and con- 
ſequently by that argument we ſhould have no time at 
all left for work, —and the advances toward this, which 
Papiſts have made by their multitudes of holy days, 
ſhew what ſtrength the objection hath in it. As for h 
ſcurrilous reflection of a contrary practice in Henot's 
Hoſpital, becauſe of gin, it is eaſy anſwered, that 
what a private man may do or order to be done by 
thoſe whom he entails his charity upon, can.be no 
precedent for kingdoms and churches. Ex partiu- 
lari non licet Syllogizari. 1 + 
Another of our author's topping reflections, page 
3, is the General Aſſembly's refuſal to admit the 
Epiſcopal preachers upon the terms deſired by the 
King, which need no other anſwer than this, ad bl. 
minem; that perhaps they took pattern from the 
Church of England convocation, who refuſed to.ad- 
mit the Diſſenters on the ſame King's deſire, and the 
diſadvantage WII appear wholly on the Church of 
England's fide. 
1. Becauſe the King is really the fountain of al 
their Church-power, as having the making of the 
Biſhops, who engroſs all the diſcipline to themſelves 
and does really remain head of their Church, though 
he has been graciouſly pleaſed to diſpenſe with the 
title in the preſent oath. Whereas he hath aCtualy 
renounced name and thing in Scotland, where tht 
whole eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction is by law ſettled in 
the Church; and I wonder that the Prelatiſts who 
are 
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ſt of W :re ſuch pretenders to antiquity, ſhould be ſo difguft« 
ed at this, ſeeing it is evident by the Fifteenth of the 
But Acts, and elſewhere, that the Church had power of 
pro- calling her aſſemblies, and exercifing her diſcipline, - 
an when there was no Chriſtian magiſtrate, and yet the 
vhich I powers did not interfere, for giving Chriſt his due 
aence W never robbed Cæſar of his. Though we know that 
2 the Formaliſts and Pharifaical tribe did alledge like 
their ſucceſſors the Scots. Prelatiſts, that whoever 
r; for made himſelf a King, ſpoke againſt Czſar, and thoſe 
ome ¶ that did not pexſecute Chriſtians, were none of Cæ- 
1 con- ſar's friends; and if our author were as good at rea- 
me at I ſoning, as he is at lying, he would ſoon find that a 
which I bari ratione, each ſupreme magiſtrate hath a like right 
| ws to be head of the Church; and conſequently the moſt 
for Pagan Turk, and the moſt Chriſtian Turk, two of 
eriots BN the beſt pillars of our Scots Prelacy, have as good a 
, that right to be head of the Church m their dominions, 
ane bas King James or King Charles had to be head of 
be no the Church in theirs. Nor can the magiſtrate qua 
arti oh Chriſtian have any better title to that headſhip, than 
9 5 every Chriſtian woman and child. Yet needs there 
8, Page I be no claſhing betwixt thoſe co-ordinate powers, ſo 
ait the long as the bodies of all are ſubject to the civil ma- 


giſtrate; nor was it ever known, that Preſbytery in- 

ad l. ¶ vaded the temporal ſword, though it is evident that 

7 pry Prelacy has, witneſs the Pope and the German Elec- 
0 


toral Biſhops, who did actually juſtle out the civil 

magiſtrate, and uſurped his power, which Preſbytery. 

is not capable of, and therefore an independency of 

ELpiſcopacy on the civil magiſtrate in eccleſiaſtical 

— ought to be dreaded, but not ſo that of Preſ- 
yters. 

2. The diſadvantage will appear on the Church of 
England's fide, if we conſider that many of them, 
and thoſe none of the leaſt, believe all or moſt of the 
hings in controverſy to be indifferent; whereas the 
Preſbyterians look upon them to be unlawful: And 
ertainly reaſon and charity would oblige any man or 
party to paſs from the impoſition of what 1s am 

erent 
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ferent, rather than make a breach in the unity of the 
Church, by preſſing them upon others againſt their 
conſciences: To which may be added, that the Church 
of England were under promiſe to have done it, as 
appears by many of their prints in King James's time, 
when they were afraid of the laſh; but they were 
only ck. bed promiſes, as appears by the ſequel, 
There are other anfwers which might be given, as 
that the Scots Prelatiſts refuſed to declare againſt 
Arminianiſm, and Socinianiſm, and that it was a 
parent, they only defired admiſſion, that they might 
have an opportunity to undermine the Preſbyterian 

en Sc. but the former is Argumentum ad 

Hominem, and ſufficient. 5 
As for Dr Rule's book which he cites, and th 
quotations of his prayers, I ſhall not be ſo arrogant 
as to take upon me the Doctor's defence, which were 
as unſeemly as for a Dwarf to offer himſelf as cham- 

pion to a Giant, and therefore leave it to himſelf. 
For Mr Shiels, he himſelf is now in his Majeſty's 
ſervice, beyond ſea, in a regiment which hath ſigna- 
lized themſelves, and done more for the preſent go- 
vernment, than all the Scots Epiſcopalians together; 
and however this ſcribler may repreſent Mr Shiels, he 
is known tobe a very pious and painful preacher, and 
able to maintain what he eſpouſes againſt any Epiſ- 
copalian in Scotland; the chief of what is cited out 
of his book Jus Popul: Naphtali, &c. being for de- 
fenſive arms, can be now no more a reproach to him 
and other Preſbyterians, than to the Church of Eng- 
land, who have of late eſpouſed the ſame principle, 
and acted accordingly. But if our author be for 
Argumentum ad Hominem, and would thereby repre- 
ſent Preſbyterians as enemies to all governments, be- 
cauſe they allow none to tyrannize, we can eahily 
be quits with, and cite him hundreds of ſermons and 
pamphlets of his party for paſſive obedience, which 
as I have told him before may give much more cauſe 
of ſuſpicion to this government, becauſe it ſtrikes 
at the root of it; for if it be abſolutely unlawful, 
according 
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according to the late principle, to reſiſt the king, or 
any commiſſioned by him, upon any pretence what- 
ſoever, then certainly the late King is injured, and 
their preſent Majeſties muſt needs be uſurpers; ſo 
that it is obvious to any man of common ſenſe, that 
the lawfulneſs of defenfive arms, and the juſtneſs of 


their Majeſty's title, muſt ſtand and fall together; i 


and therefore our author's endeavouring to expoſe 
that principle, evidences his diſloyalty to this preſent 
government, which is ſo plain and evident amongſt 
our Scots Epiſcopalians, eſpecially thoſe who clamour 
moſt againſt us, that no man can be in their company 


half an hour, without diſcerning it; for which I appeal - 


to any that have but obſerved them at the Venetian 
Coffee-houſe, or other confiding places where they 
haunt. And as a further anſwer, they may pleaſe to 
know, that if any thing ſingular appear in any of the 
above- mentioned books, that it is to be look'd upon 
but as one doctor's opinion; ſor it is more than our 
zuthor can make good, that they were writ Commun 
Preſbyterorum conſenſu ; nay, the contrary is ſo-evi- 
dent, that the Hind let looſe, &c. were writ during+the 
height of the, diviſion betwixt the Cameronians and- 
other Preſbyterians, while the Epiſcopal perſecution 


was rampant, and beſides we have no reaſon to take 


our author's citations upon truſt, as appears by his 
charging Mr. Shiels with ſaying, Page 24. that aur 


reformers never. reſigned the privilage of bringing public, 


beaſts of prey to condign Puniſbmgut, in an extraordinary 
way of vindictive juſtice ; u, nereas there is no ſuch 


thing there. He charges aim with ſaying, Page 375- 


That Kings wuft be te dogs that are be bunters, not 
thoſe who are born of beſ# dogs ; therefore dominion is not 
bereditary : Wereas Mr Shiels cites Plutarch for the 
compariſo , Neither does he make any ſuch infe- 
Tence, "5 therefore dominion is not hereditary : But 
chis 16 our author's learned and honeſt way of argu- 


Vf. 
Page 9x. He gives us a very remarkable poo of 


his knavery and malice by perverting Mr Ruther- 
* ford's 
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ford's ſenſe, and alledging that all he means by Chriſt, 
in what he cites of his Letter 1s Preſbyterian govern. 


ment, Whereas Mr Rutherford in his very laſt ei- 
tation ſays, Chri/? ſball never be content with this land, 
neither ſhall | his fiery hot indignation be turned away, fo 


long as the Prelate fhall fit Lord Carver in the Lord 
 Feſus's Courts. Now let any man of common ſenſe 
judge if by Chriſt. here be meant the Preſbyterian 
government. Well, a little further he pretends to 
prove, that “If Preſbyterians be loyal, its in contra- 
« diction to their principles; for which, he appeals 
to their covenants, ſolenin leagues, conſtant doctrine 
and practice, pretending that he will not trouble us 
with citations from private men, and yet forgets 
himſelf fo far as to cite the Hind let loſe in the begin- 
ing of the next Page to prove his propoſition z—and 
indeed borrows both the inſtances of the aſſembly 
from that author, and according to his honeſt prela- 
tical conſcience foiſts in the words { again/? the King ) 
when the Aſſembly warn eyery one to appear active 
unleſs they would caſt off all care of their country 
laws, liberties, Sc. And as for his other inſtance, 
where © reſiſting of the King, if he ſhould invade ; 
&« the kingdom is ſaid to be a neceſſary duty :” The 
Church of England ſay the ſame every day with re- 
lation to the late King James, and thought it their 
duty, as appeared by their practice to reſiſt him while 
his title was not diſputed. And I do not find that 
Hollingworth, nor any other of our high Church- 
men, are able to prove that the father was not as 
great a tyrant as the ſon; but ſuppoſe he were not, 
its a new coin'd logick, to ſay & Becauſe the Preſby- . 
« terians thought it their duty te refiſt one King, 
« therefore they can be loyal to none.” If our au- 
thor pleaſes to open his eyes a little, he may ſee that 
the Preſbyterians are univerſally loyal now, which is 
more than can be ſaid of his party; and I believe he 
would quickly find fault with us, if we ſhould 135; 
that © The Prelatiſts cannot be loyal to any King 
« becauſe they reſiſted King James; and yet = 
: rin 
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dering how in doing ſo, they ated both againſt an 
oath and pretended principle, the premiſes will go 
yery-near to bear the concluſion. 
As for the claiming power of making peace and 
war, which the Parliament ought not to enter into 
without them ; that they look upon any engagement 
to defend the King's perſon, honour, and preroga- 
tive, unlawful; unleſs allowed by the Preſbytery, - 
which can counter- act the Parliament, can orily de- 
termine what the cauſe of God is, and diſchar 
ſubjects from obeying ſuch acts as are impoſed. wit 
out their conſent. They are malicious calumnies 
and forgeries. Our author can produce no acts of 
our Aſſemblys aſſerting ſuch principles, though he 
pretends to cite. them; but ſo indiſtinct is he in the 
matter, that we cannot tell whether he charges thoſe 
poſitions on Mr Shiels, or on the Aﬀemblys ; but 
ſuppoling they were true, we can charge his party 
with things of the ſame nature. Its known that the 
aſſociation entered, into for defence of the King and 
proteſtant religion, was called a plot, becauſe not 
approved by the Churgh of England; and that the 
ſame Church diſpenſed with people's obligation to 
the ſolemn league and covenant, and not long ago, 


* 


with their oaths to the late King James. Nor is his 


Church leſs arrogant in taking upon her to determine 
what is the cauſe of God; nor leſs ſolicitous to bind 
up her Kings to preſerve her Epiſcopacy than we are, 
that they ſhould maintain our Preſbytery; but he 
cannot ſee te beam in his own eye. If he object, 
that they condemned the aſſociation, becauſe it had 
not the Kin 's conſent ; the rejoinder's eaſy, that they 
approved of one ſince without King James's conſent. 
And as for their claiming the power of making peace 
and war, we can tell them, that indeed they never 
obſtructed their Kings in making war upon diſſenters 
againſt law; but when he came to make peace with 
them, then they made him ſenſible, that he had not 
2 to make ſuch a peace without the Church of 
ngland, though their univerſities, great doctors, and 
H 2 Judges 
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judges pretended ſometimes to have been of another — 
min. | %S 

As for the citations of My Rutherford's Letters, = 
the author's wickedneſs does therein manifeſtly ap- thoſ 
pear; for it ĩs known to all men, that Mr Rutherford 'T 
was famous for learning, his works both in Latin our 
and Engliſh, are a remaining proof of it, and thoſe the 
very letters ſo much deſpiſed by this blaſphemous hie 
prophane ſcribler, are in ſuch eſteem among perſons thor 
of piety beyond ſea, that an eminent Dutch divine Chu: 
has been at the pains to tranſlate them with a pre- have 
face, recommending their uſefulneſs for the promot- firſt 
ing of piety; and to ſay the truth of them, never TY 
was any thing writ by an uninſpired pen, wherein for t 
are to be ſeen ſuch high conceptions of Chriſt's love ment 
to the ele; and the holy man in the rapture of his 4 
own ſoul, when writing them, may very well be al- claak 
lowed to recede from the ordinary phraſe, in expreſ- Altar 
ſing ſuch ordinary apprehenſions. And certainly, Sb a 
no Scots man can approve. our author's ridiculing his tymm 
own country language, or impute it as a crime in * 


Mr Rutherford, to uſe the meaneſt phraſes to make party 
himſelf the better underſtood by thoſe he wrote to; ny 
which ſhews his humility and condeſcention, that he Auſtir 
could cum balbutientibus batbutire, ſo he might gain uit 
ly below the ge- . 
them to Chriſt, a drudgery apparently = than a 


nius of our pretended ſeraphick Prelatiſts:— And he ha 
I hope that pious Church of England men will have that's 
no leſs eſteem for our Scotch preachers that they found 
ſpeak intelligibly to the people, no more than they and P 
would for a good ſermon, if dreſſed in Yorkſhire or Th. | 
Corniſh phraſe. So that our author hath but mani- had "i 
feſted a little of his profane levity in this as in other "Io 
things. Neither was ever Mr Rutherford's Let- _—_ 


ters deſigned to the preſs by himſelf, but thoſe who 

had N finding their alefalnel to themſelves, putable 
thought they could not but be acceptable to the pub- 

lic, though in a homely tile, there being none of the 

ſentences which our author ridicules, but what are” 


highly ſignificant in our dialect. And this ** 
erve 
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ſerve for an anſwer to the notes of other ſermons, 
which they expoſe, becauſe of Scoticiſms, reſerving al- 
ways to ourſelves the liberty of proteſting againſt this 
author's knaviſh way of perverting the propoſitions.of 
thoſe books which he cites. | | 

There are two other diſingenuous reflections of 
our author's, fit to be animadverted on, the one is 
the foolyhneſs _ of our arguments for Preſbytery, 
which he alledges can be proved by no received au- 
thor, ever to have been the government of the 
Church. — And the other, that the Preſbyterians 
have hindred the union of the nations. As to the 
firſt, the author diſcovers both ignorance and milice, 
which the learned of his own party cannot but own, 
for they know that we have other manner of argu- 
ments to prove Preſbytery, than that the Apoſtles 
did not go one before another, or that Paul wore &. 
cloak, If this black-mouth'd libeller had ever ſeen 
Altare Damaſcenum ; Durham's Identity of Angel, Bi- 


ab and Preſbyter ; Jus Divinum Miniſterii ; Smec- 


tymnus or Prins'unbiſhoping of Timothy and Titus, 
he would find arguments which neither he nor his 
party were ever able to anſwer; or if our author had 
read St Nee Epiſtles to Evagrius, or Biſhop 
Auſtin's Letters to Jeram, he would find the anti- 
quity of Preſbytery ackowledged, and nothing more 
than a Jus humanum of Epiſcopacy aſſerted. Or if 
he had look'd into the New Teſtament (but perhaps 
that's none of his approved authors) he might have 
found a Preſbytery, having a power of ordination, 
and Paul preſiding as moderator of the action, x 
Tim. 4. 14. compared with 2 Tim. 1. 6. Or if he 
had look'd into Acts 20. 28. 1 Tim. 3. and Titus 1. 
he might find Biſhop and Preſbyter to be the ſame in 
name and office; and this is the beſt and molt undiſ- 
putable antiquity. Acts 15, He will find an Aſſem- 
bly deciding controverſies, wherein the Apoſtles do 
not act as ſuch; for then they needed never have. 
called an Aſſembly to determine what they who were 
dirinely inſpired, could have done without, but rea- 
3 ſon 


„ 
ſon as fellow. elders or Preſbyters, without any claim 
of ſuperiority. So that here's Preſbytery determin- 


ing controverſies, and ordaining miniſters, whether 


our Prelatiſts will ſee it or not. 
As to his ſecond reflection, that the Preſbyterians 
hindred the union of the nations, it's like the reſt of 


his veracity, every body knows that the Preſbyterian 


Parliament of Scotland, were the firſt who offered it; 


and his Majeſty again put the Parliament of England 


in mind of it; but his Prelatiſts took a like notice of 
that, as they did of his deſire to abrogate the Teſt, 
that ſo he might have the united ſervice of all His 
Proteſtant ſubjects; and I know no reafon why we 
ought to undervalue ourſelves to vail to them in ſpi- 
Tituals, ſeeing they diſdain to unite with us in tem- 
porals, if we Jad no other reaſon for it ; and we may 
ſay of their deſire of uniting the Churches, but keep- 
ing the nations diſtin, as the poor man ſaid of the 
biſhop who refuſed him a halfpenny, but would 
have given him his bleſſing, that if he had thought 
it worth a halfpenny, he would not have giv- 
en him that neither. To which may be added, 
that had it not been for the villany of our own 
biſhops, maintained by the intereſt of theirs who 
made our Kings ſo much Prelatical men, that they 
forgot they were Scots men, our nation had not been 
ſo contemptible as at this day, but in a better poſture 
to have maintain'd the honour which our fore-fa- 
thers purchaſed, and left us with ſo much glory be- 
fore the union of the crowns. 


It were endleſs to follow this frothy fulſome ſerib- 
ler, in expoſing all his lies, calumnies and blaſphe- 
mies which every page almoſt abounds with; and 
therefore in regard that I have already exceeded my 
firſt deſign, and underſtand that an anſwer is preparing 
in Scotland, where it will be much better done; 1 
ſhall only animadvert upon the reproachful name of 
New Goſpelers he gives us, which is his cuckoo note at 


every turn, on. the blaſphemy and obſcenity he 
LS charges 
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charges our preachers with, and make it evident, that 
as he begun, ſo he concludes with a lie. 
As for his odious name of New G!/pelers, I know 
nothing he can found this reproachful term upon, 
that can appear in Preſbyterian writings, or to be ge- 
nerally received amongſt them: If our author or au- 
thors, can ſpare ſo much time from reading roman- 
ces or. play-books, and frequenting Jacobite clubs and 
bawdy-houſes,-&c. as to read the firſt Confeſſion of 
Faith, publiſhed by the Church of Scotland after the 
Reformation, and compare it with the preſent Weſt- 
minſter Confeſhon, and others exhibited in the Har-. 
mony of Confeſſions, they will find that we maintain 
neither a new nor a ſingular goſpel. But farther, if 
recrimination be a commendable way of anſwering, 
it may eaſily be demonſtrated, that his party have 
made ſeveral advances to a new goſpel, elſe what 
meant their refuſal to abjure Socinianiſm and Armi- 
nianiſm before the General Aſſembly of the Church 
of Scotland, when required to do it. We can alfo give 
them inſtances where Biſhops have preſſed the belief 
of paſſive obedience upon dying perſons, under no 
dark hints of the danger which might otherwiſe en- 
tue; and whether this look'd not ſomewhat like a 
new goſpel, let any body judge. And now ſeeing 
our hand is in, we can tell him of a newer goſpel 
which his. party pretend to have embraced, and that 
is the lawfulneſs of reſiſting their ſovereign, againſt 
an exprefs oath which they themſelves had thruft 


| down other mens throats, and yet cut the throat of 


the ſpurious brat when it did not ſerve their intereſt: 
Pray, Sir, give us ſuch inftances of levity among the 
Prelbyterians. But we tell you beforehand, that your 
wreited ſtories of ſome few particular perſons, ren- 
dered mad by oppreſſion, will not paſs for current, 
ſeeing what they did, was never 1 approved, 
but on the contrary proteſted againſt by the hundred 
times the greater part of Preſbyterians. Though the 
diſingenuity of your party is ſuch, that you r 
the faults of a few upon the whole; and your gra 

| patron 


i y 


patron Sir George Mackenzie, whoſe learning Was 


indeed much greater than his honeſty, falls on the 
ſame unfair method, by raking together ſome decla- 


rations of a. few private hot-headed men, to juſtify 
the ſeverity of Charles the Second's government a- 
gainſt the whole: And which is yet unfairer, to 


bring inſtances from matters of fact committed, after 


enacting ſanguinary laws, to juſtify the enacting of 
the ſaid laws beforehand; which makes me think that 
Sir George never intended to publiſh that pamphlet, 
wherein 4uch groſs prevarication appears; though L 
do not at all doubt, but he would do his beſt to de- 
fend thoſe bloody laws, which he put more barbarouſ- 
ly in execution; nor could lefs be expected from his 
brother Jefferies, as to his bloody campaign, if he 
were alive. One egregious inſtance of Sir George 


Mackenzie's diſhumilation to ſay no worſe, I cannot 
omit, which was a confeſſion to one who is now his 


Majeity's chaplain, that he did not believe there were 
above three hundred men in Scotland, who. were E- 
piſcopal from a principle of conſcience; and yet he 
was muck concerned to ſupport that faction to the 
very laſt, and returned money from England for the 


. ſubſiſtence of ſuch of the clergy as declared againſt 


the government. Now what can be thought of ſuch 
a man's honeſty, or what credit can be given to his 
repreſentation of things, who could act againſt fo 


much light, às appears he had by his confeſſion, in 
endeavouring to inſinuate as it is known he did elfe- 
where, that the far greateſt part of Scotland were E- 


piſcopal. But it is'to be noted,. that he was an 
apoſtate and north-country man, who generally 
have been the greateſt enemies to Preſbytery, and 
friends to Epiſcopacy ; for that part of the country 
abounding with Papiſts, is conſequently ſuperſtiti- 


ous, and was always moſt averſe to reformation; fo 


that its no credit for the Prelatical cauſe, that that 
part of the country is moſt for them, as it is for us, 


that the Weſt being the firſt part of the country that 


embraced the Proteſtant religion, and was totally re- 


formed. 
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formed is for Preſbytery. Not that I would reflect 
upon the north-country men as ſuch, but merely to 
tet it be ſeen why ſo many in thoſe parts are enemies 
to the preſent government both in Church and State; 
for we readily own, that there are not a few of the 
North, and thoſe none of the meaneſt quality, as 
ood Proteſtants and ſubjects as are to be found any 
where elſe; and in general the country is productive 
of as well accompliſhed*men as are in the nation: 
and whatever the Prelatiſts may brag of their intereſt 
there, it is very well known that the greateſt men of 
the North, (Papiſts excepted) are our friends, and 
always kept the Jacobites and Romaniſts in awe. 


The blaſphemous, obſcene and nonſenſical expreſ- 
ſions which he charges upon our preachers from the 
pulpits, will no doubt have a particular confutation, 
in the anſwer which I hear is preparing in Scotland, 
and therefore it is needlefs for me to attempt it; nor 
indeed can it be expected, that a negative ſhould be 
ſo quickly proved, eſpecially ſeeing the authors were 
above a twelve month in amaſſing them. But the 
beſt on't is, that they carry their antidote with them; 
and no man of common ſenſe can believe, that ſuch 
kind of preachers as they repreſent them to be, could 
ever have the countenance of the King and Parlia- 
ment, who have reſtored them, and ejected the others. 
Nor do theſe ſtories agree with what our author for- 
merly confeſſed, that they are a people who will not 
ſwear in common diſcourſ: for a world, and yet now 
he brings them in blaſpheming, ſwearing, and ſpeak- 
ing bawdy in the pulpit. PR 


However if I ſhould .take that hberty which our 
author does, to ſcrape all the- dunghills of the preſs 
for blaſphemous and obſcene ſtories, and father them 
upon the Scots Epiſcopal preachers, as he does thoſe 
commonly charged upon Quakers and Antinomians, 
on the Preſbyterians, as Let the Lambs f God play 
themſelves, &c. or if we ſhould take the ſtories of the 
author of The contempt of the Clergy, or the oa” of 


er, 


E 

Ghecefter, and new vamp them, as he does ſome other 
old ſtories, we needed not want a Magazine to pleaſe 
the debauchees of the age, and make all religion ſeem 
a cheat, to the offence of modeſt eyes ang ears, which 
our author would have you believe, he is ſo tender of, 
that page laſt he tells you many of the worſt, expreſ. 
ſions are purpoſely omitted; and becauſe he is con- 
ſcious to himſelf that he deſerves no credit, he grants 
the incredibility of what he hath ſaid, but with a high 
proteſtation of his veracity; though the poor man is 
as unhappy in this apology, as the common ſwearers 
are, who being reproved for ſwearing, will tell you 
with an oath that they do not ſwear, it is become ſo 
natural to them: And juſt ſo is lying become to this 
worthy author; for he tells you, to excuſe his he, that 
many of the worſt of the Preſbyterian expreſſions are 
purpoſely omitted, which will appear to be a lie it- 
| ſelf, if conſidered that he charges them with ſaying, 
that CH- i was drunk or doting when he made the Lord, 
Prayer ; —that he would be aſhamed of it were he in the 
world now ; — that they can make better themſelves. He 
charges Mr Kirkton with ſaying, Vo would ever have 
thonght that the Holy Ghoſt fbould have another man's 
wife. On Mr William Veitch, that he ſaid, God was 
a Doggie in Heaven. On Mr Kirkton, that he belev- 
ed Abraham run out of the land of Canaan for debt.— 
That another ſaid, Fe/bua's making the Sun fland fill 
might be believed, becauſe heathen writers told them, that 
Vatter made a night as long as tao, that he might get a 
anger time to lie with Alemena.—On the head of a 

College, ſuppoſed to be Dr Rule, that in his prayers 


he ſaid, Lord give us thyſelf, in earneſt of better things;=— 


And praying for Ireland, that he ſaid, I trow I hav 
nickd you there Lord, meaning by way of - reproach, 
that he had done nothing towards that kingdom's de. 
liverance; and that he would not end without that old 
muſty prayer called eur Lord's. And of another, that 
he ſhould have reſtected en God as an infidel, in not pro. 
viding better for his own people. On Dr Rule again, 
that he was for pleaſing the King, and takiig Chris Fr 
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ther his own hand till another opportunity, And yet our au- , 
eaſe thor would have you believe, that he hath purpoſely 
cem omitted the worſt of their expreſſions. w truly 
hich for my part, I think nothing can be worſe than blaſe 
rot, phemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; and here are as groſs 


Tel. inſtances of it as can be. It is true our author has 
con- bid fair to outvie the author of lies himſelf in that 
ants faculty; and if he can produce greater blaſphemiey 
high than thoſe above cited will upon due conſideration 
an is appear to be, he may cope with him for blaſphemy 
arers too. ö | 


ne ſo Now to conclude, this author would fain haye it 
this thought, that his deſign by this foul-mouth'd vomit, 
„that W was not to render the Puritans ridiculous, - though 
1s are i the contrary is evident enough; but we would have him 
ie it- know, that truly the Paritans are fo far from think- - 
Ving, ing that he hath made them ridiculous, that they plain. 
Lord iy perceive he has made himſelf and his party ſo; 
and the whole of his work being a meer brutum ful. 
men, nothing elſe could juſtify the trouble of anſwer- 
ing it; but leſt the fool ſhould be wiſe in his own 
conceit; and that the fame being ſpread amongſt 
ſtrangers who are ignorant of our affairs, might per- 


heliev- haps be believed by ſome. 8 | 3 
echt Well but as for his pious concluſion with the royal 
d flill, martyr's prayer in the Eixon Bas1Lix, I cannot but 
n, that Wl obſerve that it is very homogeneous for a pamphlet 
4 get a begun with lies and blaſphemies to be concluded with 


a counterfeit prayer, which was never the royal mar- 
tyr's though ſome good Prelate or Prelates impoſed 


. their own brat upon the world in the King's name, 
1 have as Dr Walker of Eſſex hath now made it evident, and 
= every one knows that he was a poet of their own. 
m's de- | . N 
that old 
r, that 
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bo being an uncontroverted privilege of mankind, 
to uſe all lawful means for the defence of their 
reputation when attacked by malice; and there be- 
ing no method better nor more approved, than to 
convict the calumniators of notorious crimes, it can- 
not be juſtly reckoned any breach of charity, gp give 
a true. account of the morals of ſome of. our Scots 
Prelatiſts, to let the world ſee what ſort of men they 
are, and how little credit is to be given to their evi- 
dence, wherein they have quite outdone their breth- 
ren the 1riſþ Dear Jeys. And ſeeing it is cuſtomary 
when men have occaſion to uſe fulſome expreſſions, 
to uſher them in with a honos fit auribus. - I mull beg 
the modeſt and grave reader not to think that I have 
any 43 to debauch him, or to pleaſe the 
profane Hobbiſts of the age, who though they pre- 
tend to be the only maſters of reaſon, yet have not 
fo much as to diſtinguiſh betwixt the truth and pu- 
rity of religion, and the hypocriſy and profanity of 
many of thoſe who profeſs it. Then ſecing our ene- 
mies have abandoned religion and morality, there is 
no cauſe to be furpriſed at the inſtances following; 
ſor no body will reckon it the painters fault, that 
he draws a Blackamore in his natural colour. 

We need not infiſt much upon the late Archbiſhop 
Sharp, ſeeing his knavery in betraying the Preſbyte- 
rian Church.of Scotland, whoſe cauſe he was intrult- 
ed to manage, his notorious practice of lying, adul- 
tery, cruelty, ſorcery, Q. were the common theme 
of diſcourſe for many years. | 

Biſhop Honiman's perjury and fatal end, being tom 
to pieces by the devil, like Dr. Fauſtus the conyurer, 
and not without good reaſon to think for the like 


cauſe is univerſally known. 
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= Dean Hamilton's ſodomy, of which he was con- 
victed by eighty-eight witneſſes, moſt of whom he 
tempted to the villany, was evident to all the weſt of 
Scotland; and yet his brethren of the clergy further. 
ind, ed his eſcape, and protected him from juſtice, till 
heir he had an opportunity of flying firſt to Ireland, and 
be- thence to England. 


n to Archbiſhop Pater/on's being a common bull, kiſſing 
can- his band- ſtrings in the midſt of his ſermon, accordin 

give to his compact with a woman whom he would have 
5cots debauched, to let her ſee he could remember her at 
they that time : His tobacco-box made like a man's privi- 
evi- ties, which he uſed to produce when in company 
reth- with women, to uſher in filthy diſcourſe: His com- 
mary plement to a young gentlewoman whom he terapted, 


ons, telling her what an honour he would think it to kiſs 
t beg the fountain whence her virgin water proceeded : 
have His diſcourſe to. another -who told aim, that ſuch 
e the practices would bring him to hell; his taking her by 
pre- the —, and anſwering. he could go to hell 
e not W and take the devil by the beard; His being catch'd 
d pu- in the act of filthineſs with one of the Dutcheſs of 
ity of W York's maids of honour: His proſtituting Cant's wife 
r ene- WM for re-admitting her huſband to preach, his noted 
ere u whoredom with the Lady Warriſton; and/his being 
wing; W cured of the pox at London, are things well enough 
„ that WW known: And ſome of them he was upbraided with 
by one of his own clergy in a public meeting, when 

biſhop WW he reflected on him for being ſo forward in the de- 
ſbyte - fign, even among their own Curates, to retrench the 
itrult- W power of the Biſhops. | 
Mr Ninian Paterſon, Curate of Libberton, and the 
great poet of the party, making court to a gentlewo- 
man, and coming into her chamber before ſhe was 
dreis'd, took up ber necklace, and hung it upon his 


——, and when the gentlewoman aſk'd for it, he 
told her that he had hung it upon a knagg (pin ), 
whence ſhe muſt take it, if the would have it, ang in 
that poſture ſhewed it her; whereupon he was 
ever afterward called nge, and owned the * 

Or 


1 


for being in company with a woman at an ale-cetlar 
in Edinburgh, he endeavoured to debauch her, tel- 
od a knagg as any in Scot- 
eing alſo pimp in ordinary to 
his nameſake, Archbiſhop Paterſon, the latter found 
that he had but the other's leavings, and. chid him, 
whereupon enſued a quarrel, which was managed by 
prophane lampoons on both ſides. Ninian and his 
wife having drunk largely at Edinburgh, ſo as they 
could not fit on horſeback, fell off, and ſpued and 
themſelves in ſuch manner, that they were 
forced to go into a collier's houſe and clean them- 
ſelves: This was on Saturday night, and Ninian be- 
ing to preach next morning, the ſexton ſeeing him 
not in a condition, adviſed him to ſleep a while; 
whereupon Ninian called him damned raſcal, afking if 
he did not know that he was to preach againſt the 
Whiggs to-day ? It was his ordinary way to go into 
Edinburgh on a Sabbath afternoon, and lie with a 
whore all night, the grief of which having broke his 
wife's heart; he lived with her ſeveral years after in 
whoredom, and had divers baſtards by her. 

Mr Boyd, a weſt-country parſon, got his maid 
with child, as carrying his gown after him through 
a heath betwixt his houſe and the Church, and being 
taken in the act by ſome of his pariſhoners, deſerted 
his wife, and run away with the whore to Eng- 


ling her he had as 
land. This fellow 


Mr William Hay, parſon of Linton, run on tick 
above twenty ale-houſes in Leith, and when aſk'd by 
the women of the houſes or their money, his uſual 

anſwer was, that if they pleaſed to have the diltt- 
lings of it out of his belly, they ſhould have the uſe 
of the ſtill for nothing. 

Mr Hugh Blair, parſon of Rutherglen, was a com- 
mon drunkard and ſwearer, and at laſt got his maid 
with child, for which he was ſuſpended” about 1 
month by the Biſhop ; but having brib'd one Macfat- 
land to marry the whore, and ſay the child was bis 
he was reſtored again to his office, though the 
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was proved before the Biſhop by many witneſſes who 
had ſeen them lying together; and it was alſo prov- 
ed, that the woman owned it in her labour, and that 
her huſband had confeſſed it: But notwithſtanding 
of all this, his pariſh could never be rid of him till 
the late Revolution, that they chaſed him away; and 
then he was one of the. pious confeſſors of our Scots 
Epiſcopacy. 

Mr Brown, curate of Dryſdale, having fallen out 
with ſome women in his pariſh, chuſed for his text, 
And there appeared a wonder in Heaven, a woman ; 
after which words he ſet down a point, and there 
raiſed, this obſervation, that it was a wonder of 1000 
wonders, if ever a woman got to heaven, and he 
knew no reaſon for their journey, ſeeing it was 
doubtful whether they had ſouls, And that it was cer- 
tainly a wonder, he proved thus, all the angels won- 
dered at it, all the fathers wondered at it, and John 
the divine beholding it, calls.it a wonder; but per- 
ceiving that the people thought his diſcour e a won- 
der of nonſenſe, becauſe of the following words cloath'd 
with the Sun, & c. he called to one of his elders to 
ſee the point in his book after the word woman, al- 
ledging that all their bibles were falfe, and his true. 
And to prove his doctrine further, noted that there 
was filence in Heaven for half an hour, which pro- 
ceeded either from this, that one woman's tongue put 
all the reſt to filence, or that ſhe had no other wo- 
man to talk to, for if ſhe had, there could have been 
no ſuch ſilence, no not for. a minute. The ſame 
parſon conniv'd adultery betwixt the Laird of Loc- 
kerby and William Johnſon. of Kirburn's wife, 
being familjarly converſant with them*4-part and 
together, and its not unlikely was a ſharer in the 
villany, | 

Mr Jabs Hamilton, curate of South Leith, and his 
underling Mr Cant, ſtrove which of them ſhould 


out-do one another in preaching bombaſtick lan- 


guage; an inſtance of Mr. Hamilton's is thus, preach- 
ing on that text, O 1ſrael thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf, he 
x 12 | 


began, 
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began, I ſhall not nibble at niceties, nor ingeminate 
prolixities, but with the ſword of brevity, ſnall cut 
the gordian knot of obſcurity, and ſo proceed to give 
you the genuine purport of this mellifluous and aro- 
matical ſubject, calculated allenarly for the meridian 
of that microcoſm man; and this was their ordinary 
before an unlearned Congregation. 

The curate of Traquair preaching againſt noble. 
men who embezzeled the Kings revenues, compared 
them to his ſon Jonny, who being ſent for a ſpoonful 
of hinny (honey ) to his mother, begun to lick, and 
finding it good, licked fo that he left never a 
drop. 

Burnet, curate of Kincardine o'Neal, miſſing one of 
his pariſhoners at ſermon, ſaid, where is ſyke an ane 
now he will not come to hear the word of God, 
but al wadd hees at a war exerciſe, he's ſhooti 
hares; and naming others ſaid, what do you think 
they ſay of me, that am a dumb dowg and cannot 
bark nane, but al tell ye what, God will bark at 
them, and bite them too, let them tak tat: And 
ſpeaking of the weſt of Scotland after the inſurrec- 

tion at Bothwel, he ſaid, but gane onny of their 
friends be here, tell them if they ſtur again, they 
ſhall awe be cut in dewgs. And looking on the torn 
roof of his own church, if Mis John (that was him- 
ſelf,) did not put hand till'd, it was een like to bide 
ſae; but what ails you at Mis John, al tell you an 
I war deed, you will ſay, God be we our auld Mis 
John, a wadd we had him again. | | 
A curate in Angus obſerving by the banes, that betws: 
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there were abundance of his pariſhoners about to . 
marry, expreſſed himſelf thus, twa years agae whan _ 4 11 
{ago when ) corn was dear, the lairds had a ſang tha oh 
corn riggs { ridges ) are bonny, but now that the corn Sos 
is cheap, every fallow and huſſy ſing wantonneſs for 8 
evermare come to thy bed my deary. de'il a 

Mr John Dallas, dean of Roſſe, catechiſing his Mr 
pariſhoners of Ardinſeer on a Sabbath afternoon, fell ing, al 


a railing on them thus in Iriſh, ye people of _— 
cer 
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ſeer, a thrifty generaton, you gather, ſcrape, ſweep, 
and leave no ſtone unturned all the year round; what 
then? O Martinmas fair at Innerneſs is at hand, and 
thither muſt all the thrifty generation of Ardinſeer 
gang. What then? when they are there, whether 
muſt they go? O there's good Agua Vitæ in John 
Steuart's houſe, thither they hurry : What then? 
there no mare than of it but ea choppin (i. e. Quart,) 
after another, till they eat, ſpew and drite //>:te) all 
through one another; and what does all this but the 
thrifty generation of Ardinſeer ? 

Mr Donald, curate of Conton having occaſion to 
mention the verſe Tempora mutantur in his ſermon, 
but forgetting the latter part of it expreſſed himſelf 
thus, | 

Tempora mutantur tararantara rantara reerum. 
which paſſed for good Latin amongſt his Highland 
congregation. | | 

Mr Robert Monro catechiling his people of Weit- 
ray, in Roſſe, told them that the fins of Sodom were 
ſo prodigious, that God was forced to ſend a friend 
or twa to take a mends of them; when theſe friends 
were ſent, they ordered the honeſt God's man Lot 
and his family out of the town, charging them not to 
look back; but the thieving carlin old woman ) Lot's 
wife, looked owr her ſhouther, louder for which 
God ſmote her in a lump of fawt, (alt adding with 
a loud voice, O ye people of Weſtray, it you had had 
her, monny a day ſince you had put her in the por- 
ridge pot. We 

At 8 time, he told the people of a diſpute 
betwixt King David and Mephibotheth about a piece 
of ground thus, viz. King David and Mephiboſheth 
met in the ſield, and aſked ane {each} another how 
the wives and the bairns did at hame, if they ſhould. 
take a ſnuff, c. After all, the tane bid the tother not 
to trouble hiinſelf about the piece of ground, for the 
de'il a ſpade ſhould be put in't that year. 

Mr Robert Raſſe, miniſter of Tain, at a catechiſ- 
ing, aſked an old woman in Iriſh, Who made her? 

4 13 * The 
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me, and bepiſh'd me, but whether out of fear or ma- 
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The deafiſh old woman not willing to have her ig. ſeo 
norance diſcovered, whiſpered him, yet ſo as it was Tot 
overheard, I'll ſend you a ſtone of cheeſe the morn ; mea 
he anſwered aloud, that it is well ſaid, I wiſh all my hea 


pariſhioners would ſay fo. 7 
Mr James Mackenzie, curate of Nig, in Roſſe, de. to g 
ſcribing eternity to his pariſhioners, told them, that 
in that ſtate they were immortalized, ſo that nothing 
could hurt them; a ſlaſh of a broad ſword cannot 
hurt you, ſaith he, nay a cannon ball will play but 
buff on you. F 
July 14. 1687. a holy-day, Mr James Kirk, curate 
of Balmaggy, in the County of Kircubright, being to 
preach held up the tail of his coat, and begun his pre- 
face thus, Beloved, beloved, behold and ſee how I am 
torn by dogs, and piſh'd upon by whores ; whereup. 
on ſome of the people rifing to go out of the church, 
he ſaid you may think this an unuſaal preface, but 
be not offended, for it is as true as ſtrange ; and ſee- 
ing a tale without a reaſon ſignifies nothing, Pl make 
it plain to you. 'This morning as I walked by the 
water- ſide in my ſlippers, without ſtockings for the 
cool of the air, I perceived a woman raking hay, and 
diſcharged her, ordering her to prepare for ſermon; 
but ſhe refuſing, I went to pull the rake from her, 
and falling backward over a hay-cock, ſhe fell upon 


lice I cannot tell. And in the mean time, a little 
curſed dog that ſhe had, fell a biting my legs, as you 

may ſee by the blood on my gown. 
Here follow ſome notes of his ſermon, which was 
deſervedly uſhered in by ſuch a preface; his text was 
in Heſea, chap. 1. from the 2d to the xoth verſe; and 
he deſcanted upon it thus. From the words in the 
beginning, his obſervation was, that the Prophet was 
but a novice, Hoſea the ſon of Beeri. O0% God hath 
made uſe of vile perſons; for as this prophet was a no- given | 
vice, ſo he was the ſon of a whore, one Beeri, whom! Maccli 
can compare to none but Beſſy Ray of the mill, the mo- But to 
ther of the whore Jane Maccleland. Obſerve * to pre. 
cos 
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ſeous command given to this novice, Go; to what? O 
To take unto thee a uife of whored:ms.. Beloved, ſtrong. 
meat for a weak ſtomach; I know not what hone 
heart could willingly undertake it; but ſince it was a. 
Divine Command, the Prophet's poor fleſh. behoved 
to go about it; but an aggravation of his ſorrow was, 
to take alfo unto him children of whoredoms, which 
ſhe had begot adulterouſly, and alſo to get upon her 
children of whoredoms; a hard taſk. 0% Some 
would have thought, that if there had been any come- 
young woman unmarried in all the land, (knowing 
by the Prophets publication of this viſion, that he was 
commanded to take a whore,) the would have given 
herſelf, an ill name, that ſhe might have had the ho- 
nour of enjoying a Prophet. And no doubt but ſe- 
veral attempted to won him, but he will have none 
of them but Gomer; and what's ſhe ? as common' a 
harlot as was in all the land, and an ugly whore too: 
If it were your lot to fall with a well blooded, freſh 
coloured comely woman, though you were ſharpl 
reproved for it, it would rejoice your ſpirits to refle 
upon the comely coantenance and ſweet converſe of 
the party. But to proceed, this Gomer was the daugh- 
ter of one as good as ever did it, a whore alſo called 
Diblaim. A great condeſcention and humility in the 
Prophet, to undervalue himſelf at ſuch a rate. But 
the firſt doctrine is, when hie got to be yoked with 
the woman, the next words import, he lay with her, 
and begot Jezreel, as you may read at leiſure. Second 
doctrine, when he is once in uſe, he inſiſted, and / be- 
got more upon her, namely, Loammi and Loruham- 
mah; ſo that you ſee our proverb's good, that ſhe's a 
ſorry whore that is not worth the laying down. I ſhall 
not inſiſt upon the words particularly, leſt I weary 
you. . But obſerving the name Loruhammah, I read 
this daughter was red hair'd, and ſuch are commonly 
given to luſt; I can refemble her to none but Jane 
Maccleland, the red hair'd whore that fits among you. 
But to come to ſome application, what was all this 
to prefigure, but for correcting and puniſhing the 


people 
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people of Iſrael and Judah, for their fins and abomi- 


nations, committed in the mountains and high places: 
But our fins do exceed theirs, for we fin not only in 
the mountains, where theſe rebellious devils run to 
conventicles, but its come to our own pariſh of Bal- 
maggy, even to the banks and vallies of it, and to the 
wood of the Phinniſh, where Alexander Mackay the 
adulterer and the whore dwells; behold him, and ſee 
if he can deny the deed, ſays he, pointing at the man, 
who thereupon riſing to go out of church, the cu- 
rate calls after him, ſee you firs, how his guilt accuſes 
him, and his hardened conſcience cannot endure re- 
proof; and with ſuch kind of ſtuff he concluded the 
ſermon. But it was known that the Curate himſelf 
though married at the time, had got this Jane Mac- 
cleland with child, and would have fathered it on this 
man out of ſpite, becauſe he had diſcovered ſome of 
the Curate's former tricks, who alſo ſent this wench 
to the garriſon, then kept at Kenmure, gave her mo- 
ney to drink with the ſoldiers, that ſo by her converſe 
with them, it might be judged ſhe had been got with 
child there; but the thing was ſo notorious, that none 
of thoſe fellows would meddle with her. Then he 
ſent her to Irwin, a town ſixty miles off, where he 
gave bond to the magiſtrates, to find a father for the 
child in his pariſh within a month, and to provide 
for it till ſuch time. When the woman was deliver- 
ed, he brought her from thence, within two miles of 
his own houſe on horſe-back, gave her money, and 
appointed her whether to go, but forbid her ſtrictiy 
to let it be known that he was concerned with her: 
But the woman being naturally filly, difcovered the 
whole intrigue, ſo that his ſermon, deſigned on pur- 
poſe to clear himſelf, availed him not. A little time 
after, this fame Kirk being at Kircubright, with eight 
or nine of his fraternity, drinking at one Mr Corbie's 
houſe, having drunk pretty largely, he went out to 
piſs, and ſetting himſelf to a ſpout, diſcovered his 
nakedneſs to thoſe within in a beaſtly manner; which 
a young woman perceiving, catched, hold of it wm 
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the hot tongs chat ſhe had been mending the fire with, 
which, to the amazement of the people, made him 
run fluſtering about the ſtreets in his gown like a mad 
man, crying out, Burnt, burnt; and calling for oil, 
naming the place where he was burnt in the groſſeſt 
manner. i dis bi ERR 12 

Parſon Hamilton of South Leith, before mentioned, 
importuning Mr Johnſor of Hilton, to give him a pair 
of black fringed gloves, which were but then coming 
in faſhion, uted this as an argument, that if he would 
come and hear him next Sunday, he ſhould ſee him 
hectoring the word of God in them, and converting 
as many ſouls, as there were threads in the fringe. 
Elizabeth Meen, daughter to the then Poſtmaſter of 
Edinburgh, reproving this Parſon for his bad life, ſaid 
that it was a pity that ſuch a brutiſh man as he, ſhould 
ever go into a pulpit, and yet that he preached ſo well, 
it was pity that when he was in the pulpit, ever he 
ſhould come out of it again. To which he anſwered, 
that if he were in her pulpit, ſhe would find reafon - 
to ſay, it were pity ever he ſhould come out again. 

Mr Marr of New Abby, inveighing bitterly in his 
ſermon againſt his pariſhioners, for not paying their 
tithes, and perceiving the people going out and leav- 
ing him, ſaid, in great pathon from the pulpit, You 
will not ſtay and hear; but if the Commiſſar Court, 
(i. e. the Biſhops Court,) and Robert Brown of Bi- 
thoptown ſtand, though you ſhould run to hell, III 
have my tithes of you. Note that this Brown was a 
Papiſt, and Bailiff of the Barony. Accordingly Mr 
Marr went to Glaſgow on the Monday following, and 
took a leaſe of the tithes and church-lands from Arch- 
biſhop Carncroſs, and thereupon purſued the people, 
ſummoning them to anſwer in three ſeveral courts at 
the ſame hour and on the ſame day, at thirty miles 
diſtance, knowing that it was impoſſible for them to 
anſwer at all of them; and ſo procured three ſen- 
tences for his demands, which he exacted with all 
imaginable rigour, driving their cattle to market towns 


to (ell them, fo far, and in ſuch bad way, that mo 
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of them died; for which he never gave any compen» 
fation, but ruined many of the beſt of the pariſh. 'This 
fame villain, a little before the abdication, invited 
ſome popiſh ladies in his pariſh-to ſuciva houſe, whence 
they ſhould ſee him, enter the Church next Sunday in 
Prieſts habit, which he accordingly performed, to the 
profaning of the day, by a ſcuffle betwixt the ruf- 
fians he had brought to defend him, and his pari- 
ſhioners who made at him ſo, that there was blood 
on both ſides. Upon this he was forced to leave the 
pariſh for a time, and lodged with the Parſon of a 
neighbouring pariſh, where he and the Curate of 
Traquair, with another Parſon having vizards, watch- 
ed the Lady Kirkhouſe, and ſome other gentlewomen, 
as walking in the evening for the air, and having 

chaſed and overtaken them, Marr threw my 
down, but ſhe being ſtrong, overcame him, and lam. 
ing him withya kick on the knee, aſſiſted the other 
two gentlewomen, and fo foiled the three Curates.— 
Marr was ſo noted for his debauchery, that he was 
called the bull of his pariſh. „ | 
Mr Anderſon, late curate of 'Terregles, preaching on 
the words Watch and pray, told the people there: was 
great reaſon for watching, ſeeing we were” encom- 
paſſed with tempters; for, ſays he, there is Belze- 
bub the auld fox, who fell when the word Ho was 
eryed at the angelical rebellion; and ſince that time 
there are many new upſtarts, as twa year auld devils, 
year auld devils, half year auld devils, and month 
auld devils. All the time of this ſermon, he had 
his eye on another mans wife called Dalzel, whom 
he followed out of Church, and told her, that among 
all the devils he had named, there were none that 
tempted him ſo much as ſhe. At laſt being taken in 
the act of filthineſs with a fooliſh ſlut, he fled the 
country, and has been ſince that time entertained as 
a miniſter near Carliſle: t being pretty uſual for our 
Epiſcopal debauchees to be provided with Churches 
in England, on pretence that they were tutned out, 
\ 3g a 
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J could not live in peace, becauſe of the Preſbyte- 


rians. An eminent inſtance there is of one 

Mr John Ramſay, a weſt- country parſon, formerly 
chaplain to the Lord Reidford, whoſe lady's maid he 
got with child, which he endeavoured to make abor- 
tive; but failing in that, he forged Biſhop Paterſon's 
hand to a warrant for marriage, which was ſolem- 
nized by the profane beaſt Charles Forreſter, chaplain 
to the Caſtle of Edinburgh, while it beld out againſt 
their Majeſties; and in a little time after ſhe was 
brought to bed, which being unwilling to have dif. 
covered, he. hired an old bawd to carry the child to 
Leith and drown it; but Providence ordered it that 
the child cryed out rufully in the ſtreet, the people 
took notice of it; and a compaſſionate woman called 
her in to warm it and give it ſuck, who obſerving the 
hagg, and ſuſpeCting the truth, ſent for a conſlable 
and a miniſter, who examined her, and finding her 
anſwers vary, were for having her committed. The 
parſon hovering about the door, fearing the iſſue, 
came in and owned that it was his, and that they 
were carrying it to be nurſed in Fife. Waugh, the 
curate of South Leith, knowing him, anſwered, If it 
is yours, it muſt be a baſtard ; the other replied, No, 
for I am married; and at the ſame time produced his 
counterfeit warrant under the Biſhop's hand, which 
Waugh diſcevered forthwith, and called him a forg- 
ing raſcal, he knew the Biſhop's hand better than ſo; 
and then charged the conſtable with him and the old 
woman. But Ramſay making his eſcape into Eng- 
land, is now a preacher in a church in, Hartfordſhire, 
and, as I am informed, an active man in the publiſh» 
ing the Scots Preſbyterian Eloquence. 

Another concerned in that worthy piece I under- 
ſtand to be Mr Andrew Cant, now a vagabond at Lon- 
don, formerly curate of South Leith, who being a 
notable brawler, fell out with one Macqueen, a High- 
lander, with whom he exchanged ſeveral baſtinadoes, 
ſo that there was blood and dirt on both ſides; and, 
being at laſt ſuſpended for ſuch immoralities, = - 
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faid to have proftituted his own wife Anne Murray, 
a woman more handſome than honeſt, to Biſhop Pa- 
terſon, for re- admiſſion. This ſame Cant attempted 
to rob William Cathree, ſervant to Jolm Kinneer, of 
rooo merks thus, the ſaid Cathree coming to pay 
him 1eco merks by order of his maſter; who was col. 
letor, he had another oo merks with him to pay 
another ſtipend, which Cant, after he had received 


his own, did alſo ſeize, and beat the young man, for 


re-demanding it, till he cried out murder, w 
brought people into his aſſiſtance, and obliged Cant 
to reſtore it him with ſhame, and fign the acquit- 
tance for his own 1000 merks, which he formerly re- 
fuſed. | | «1 

Mr Pitrie, curate of Terreglet, having carried a 
ſuit againſt his pariſhioners for the tithes, included 
one Mr Mitchel in the ſentence, who was not at all 
liable to it, and accordingly came to drive his cattle; 
but Mr Mitchel reſiſting and preventing it, the eu- 
rate being hereat inraged, would have excommuni- 
cated him, but his elders prevailed with him to for- 
bear. At laſt he hethought himſelf of a revenge, which 
was to get Mr Mitchel a nick-name, ſaying he would 
ſubmit to any thing to have it effected. One of 'em 
replied preſently, if = will ſubmit to a nick-name 
yourſelf we will give him one; to which he conſent- 
ed. Then Harbertſon the elder, calling for a boy to 
repreſent Mr Mitchel, the curate poured ſome bran- 
dy on his face, ſaying, Mitchel, I baptize thee the 
King of Faries Trumpeter. And Harbertſon doing the 
like to the curate, ſaid, Pitrie, I baptize thee the De- 
vile Kettle Drummer; and fo was he called while he 
lived in the pariſh. 

Parſon Canaries, commonly called doCtor, before 
his travels being in company with ſome debauchees 
like himſelf, they made a vow that they would force 
the firſt woman they met; and ſome of them hap- 
pening to object, but what if ſhe be an ugly one! 
the reſt ſwore they would treat her accordingly: 


And meeting a poor old woman, after they had a. 
buſed 
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buſed her in a villanous manner, Canaries fetcht 
ſome water from a brook in his hand, and ſprinklin 


it on a place that modeſty forbids to name, repeate 
the words of inſtitution at Baptiſm, for which he fled 
the country, went abroad, turn'd Papiſt, and as I am in- 
formed, Jeſuite, and is now one of the principal ſticklers 
for our Scots Epiſcopal clergy. And ſo little regard 
have ſame (who ſhould know better things) either to 
their Majeſties credit or intereſt, that they procured 
this mans being ſent down to the late General Aſſem- 
bly as agent for the Epiſcopal party; though to be 
ſure their Majeſties would never Re ſent him, if 
acquainted with this tremendous piece of villany, 
ſuch as the heathen themſelves would bluſh at, and 
abhor thus to profane what they eſteemed ſacred, 
their ſenſe in that reſpect being above that of the 
Scots Prelatiſts; for it's known that the heathen 
at their luſtration uſed to cry, 4814 E1S 401018, 
whereas the other are known to caſt thoſe pearls to 
dogs and ſwine, and to trample on them themſelves. 
This inſtance is matter of record and well known in 
Scotland. And what ſort of perſons our Scots Pre- 
latiſts can be, whoſe principal champion this man is, 
we leave it to the reader to judge. 

It is alſo well known, that Mr Monro, commonly 
called Dr Monro, a mighty agent for the party, and 
one of their preſent pamphleteers, rode ſeveral years 
in the Pope's guards; —— which methinks looks 
ſomewhat ſtrange, that ſuch kind of men ſhould be 
the greateſt ſticklers for the party. | 

For Gray, one of their indefatigable agents, and 
virulent, lying, ſwearing champions, he is deſpicable 
even to their own faction. 

Charles Forreſter, Parſon of the Caſtle of Edinburgh, 
and principal gunner in the ſame, while held out by 
D. Gordon againſt this government, was a common 
gameſter at cards, drunkard, and ſwearer, made it his 
common practice to borrow fourteen-pence pieces, 
where he could have credit, and when aſk'd for the 
money, his uſual anſwer was, that he had none, but 
K Vould 
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would marry them for it. This fellow bragged of 
the people he had killed from the Caſtle,” and for a 
quartern of brandy would ſhoot at any body, who was 

ointed out to him; and thus killed a woman bi 

with child/in her own ſhop-door. He proſtituted his 
wife alſo to the D. during the fiege, and is now one 
of the great patrons of the party, and ſlanderers of 
the Preſbyterians in London, and by the intereſt of 
the Engliſh Tantivies has been ſet at liberty ſeveral 
times, though taken up for ſeditious ſpeeches; and 
this is another of our Scots Epiſcopal confeffors, who 
are better provided for here under that notion, than 
ever they were at home: And hence it is, that they 
are enabled to frequent Coffee-houſes and Taverns fo 
much, where they belch out their vomit againſt us, 
and many times againſt the government. Thoſe that 
will be at the pains to frequent the Venetian Coffee- 
houſe, c. may frequently hear our Scots clergy 
ſwearing by God and'their Faith at every turn; and 
yet theſe are the holy, harmleſs, innocent men, who 
are ſo much injured in being turhed out of their 
churches. | | 


Mr James Cockburn, curate of the Abby of St Bo- 


then's in the Merſe, told his brethren when they aſked 
him why he did not marry, that his -— would not 
ſtand once in a month; and this 1 heard a who 

Preſbytery of the fraternity make the ſubjett of their 
mirth at dinner; but it ſeems when he was tranſlat- 
ed to Pencaitland, a fatter benefice, he grew more 
wanton, for he and another of his gown, lay with an- 
other man's wife on a Sabbath morning at Edinburgh, 
though both of them were to receive the Sacrament 
at Leith that morning; and when the injured man 
complained of it, he was puniſhed as a flanderer, and 
ſet at the Tron in Edinburgh, with a gagg in his 
mouth, that the blood run down about him; and was 
afterward ſent to the foreign plantations ; though the 
impudent woman was ſo much touched with the-in- 
Juſtice done him, that ſhe confeſſed the fact. But 
this was the juſtice of our prelatical W 
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that it was ſafer. to commit villany, than to accuſe 
any that did it. Another inſtance of which wag 
Chiſelm, curate of Lilfly in Tiviotdale, who haying 
got his maid with child, bribed a maſon to marry her, 
and own it, but the woman afterward going to a field- 
meeting in the neighbourhood out of curiolity, was 
ſo ſtung in conſcience, on hearing the famous Mr 
John Welch preach, againſt ſuch; immoralities, that 
ſhe cried out to the diſturbance. of the worſhip, that 
{he was undone eternally, and voluntarily confeſſed 
her crime; for which ſhe was purſued by. the Epiſ- 
copal clergy, and impriſoned a long time, though ſhe 
{till owned the guiltz and the ſame was alſo atteſted 
by her brother, who had been privy to his villany. _ 
As to Dean Hamilton before mentioned, I have ſince 
received this further information, that the buggering 
a mare, lying with ſeveral mens wives in Hamilton, 
and getting nine baſtards with unmarried women, 
moſt of which he cauſed murder, were. proved upon 
him at the criminal court in Edinburgh, but the Bi- 
ſhops bribed ſome of the witneſſes to retract their evi- 
dence as malicious; and the judges being alſo blind- 
ed with gold, put of the trial, ſo that he had oppor- 
tunity to eſcape for England, where he is a preacher; 
and I myſelf had information from a young man in 
London, to whom he profered ſuch beſtiality. p. 
Mr George Young, curate of Kirkmaiden, and Mr 
James Adamſan, of Stony Kirk, being with their wives 
at a wedding in Luce, drank fo largely, that both 
themſelves and wives were fuddled, and in their cups 


made a paction, that they would lie all in one room, 


and uſe their wives at the ſame time, that they might 
ſee who continued longeſt. The word of command 
when to begin, they agreed on, ſhould be Mount you 
brother, and he that had firſt done, ſhould ſay, Ground 
your pike. A villain hearing the bargain, as ſoon az 
ever the women were a-bed, changed their clothes, 
and laid the one by the, other's bed-fide ; ſo that the 
curates being tipſy, and taking no further notice, but 
going to the beds before which their own wife's cm 
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hy, they performed their bargain, ſeveral perſons 
ea this knaviſh fellow had acquainted with it, lif- 
tening and hearing the fignal above- mentioned, and 
Adamfon cry, ground your pike ; ſo that they horned 
each other. ; b | X 

The curate of Parton, who was alſo laird of Enter- 
kin, and reckoned one of the moſt modetate among 
the clergy, being in company with Baile Newland, 
and two or three more at Leyech-mill, they drank 
Hard till night, and then ſent for one Catharine Hali- 
day who lived near the place, and having made her 
drink largely, they ſung ſongs about, the curate be- 
ginning ; after which he went to the door, and ſend- 


ing for the woman to come to him, they ſtayed out an * 


hour together, and when they returned, the woman's 
head-clothes were wet behind, and the knees of the 
curate's ſtockings, and his hat alſo wet. Thus ſhe 
went out ſucceffively with them one after another. 
And amongſt them ſhe was got with child, but knows 
not on which of them to father it. : ; 

Mr Alexander Sangster, curate of Kirk-patrick, per- 
ſuaded one Carſon of Pennakay, (an ale-ſeller,) that 
as the bible was true, there was a world in the moon, 
furniſhed with all manner of delights and pleaſures, 
and amongſt the reſt, with the fineſt women that eyes 
could ſee, and adviſed him to go thither with him and 
get wives. Carſon replies, I am married already, and 
muſt not commit adultery. The curate anſwers, It 
will be no adultery, ſeeing it is in another world; and 
ſo prevailed with him to go into the Ifle of Heſton, 
that from the top of a hill they might aſcend in 4 
cloud of dew to the moon; but when they made the 


experiment, they found their britch too heavy for- 


their heads. BE Lon 
Mr Lion, curate of Er, his wife having run away 
with Dr Maccleland, he ſent a party who took her 
from the Doctor by force; but a month after ſhe run 
away again, at which Lion ſaid, when ſhe has her fill 
of Mr Maccleland, I ſhall enjoy her in peace. But 
the Dr underſtanding that he deſigned to * het 
rom 


* 


C19 1 


from him again by force, ſurpriſed the curate juſt as 
the party was gone to bring home his wife, and forc- 
ed him to ſend his man with a countermand : So that 
ſhe continued with Maceleland ſo long as he was able 
to maintain her, and then returned to Lion, who re- 
ceived her without a reproof. Was not this pure 
Epiſcopal good nature? 

Niman Paterſon before mentioned, having baptized 
a gentleman's child, was invited to the feaſt, and mak- 
ing love to a young ewoman who deſpiſed him, 
he faid, madam, What? you undervyalue;me, becauſe 
I am little, and fo too light for you; but ken ye no- 
the Scots Proverb, little dowgs have lang tails. 

Mr Marr, curate of Newabbay before mentioned, 
being at the laird of Mabies's houſe, was ſo drunk, 
that he abuſed all who were at table with him; for 
which the lady reproving him, he told her that her 
tongue went like the latter baner (bones) a gooſes” 
arſe, {wearing that women had nde ſaule, (no fouls 
and he would prove it: whereupon ſhe cauſed turn 
him out of the houſe. —— Being alſo at a Papiſt's 
houſe in his own pariſh, where he had drunk largely, 
he went thence to an ale-houſe; where he would have 
debauched the maid;, but finding he could not, pro- 
miſed her money to conceal it. 

Mr Alexander Cairneroſs, wher curaàte of Dum- 
fries, had a luſty. maid named Greer, who was got 
with child in his ſervice, and in travel refuſed to tell 
who was the father, but ſent to her maſter to tell her 
what ſhe ſhould: ſay; who thereupon: ſent his ſervant 
a young boy called Tait, that owned the child, and 
Cairncrofs has kept him in his ſervice ever ſince.— 
The ſame Cairncroſs being Moderator of the Preſ- 
bytery, received a letter from Mr Meinzies, then cu- 
rate of Carlaverock, renouncing his conformity to E- 
piſcopacy, and amongſt other reaſons, mentioned that 
it was ſo much adapted to bring in Popery, of which 
the familiarity betwixt the Fpilcopal curates and Pa- 
piſts was a demonſtration; at which Cairneroſs was 
o much ſurpriſed, that in a fury he ſtarted up, and 
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ſaid, What the deyil, will we all go mad! ſure Meins 
zies is beſide himſelf, for his recantation I value not, 
but he might have kept his thumb upon the matter. 
What is that? ſaid the.reſt. Are you ftupified alſo; 
anſwered he, that knows not at this very nick of time, 
that the Papiſts are our neceſſary friends ; but ſince it 
is ſo, let him be gone to the reſt in the mountains, 
which he muſt do when the band comes, or elſe re- 
voke; and ſince he is ſuch a fool, I had rather he 
were hanged than I ſhould anger any. Papiſts upon 
matters of controverſy about our opinions. He was 
afterward made Archbiſhop of Glaſgow, and turned 
out by King James, being (eſteemed the beſt of the 
Scots Biſhops; and it ſeems could not go the full 
length his neceſſary friends would have had him. 
Mr George Brown ſucceeded him in Dumfries, be- 
ing half Papiſt, half Quaker, thou'd every man, and 
mov'd his hat to none; his preaching was ſuch, that 
no body knew what he meant; and his converſe with 
Papiſts and Jeſuits was notorious. 7 

Mr Guthry, curate of Keir, preaching on thoſe 
words, 1. Pet. iii. 19. By which alſo he went and preach- 
ed unto the ſpirits in priſon, gave his opinion, that pur- 
gatory and Limbus Patrum, were included in the 
text, to which Chriſt repaired after his paſſion, and 
delivered ſome of the damned. This ſame blade be- 
ing at Edinburgh, wrote to the perſon from whom I 
had this information, to come with a party to his 
houſe, and exerciſe all vengeance on his pariſhioners 
for his tithes by diſtreſs, impriſonment, and levying 
money, part of which he ſhould ſend to him, and 
with the reſt make merry with his wife, and be as 
hearty with her, as if he were preſent z which the 
gentleman ſhew'd her; and, ſhe told him ſne was 
content to obey her huſband's orders : But- the 
gentlemen being modeſter than the, puſh'd it no 


_— 


further. bh * 
Mr Finny, curate of Dornock, carried ſmoothly 


with his pariſhioners, till the firſt year of King 
James, when he preached downright Popery, alledg- 
ing 


wife is little better than a fool. 


tus 1 

ing to the people, that they muſt-renounce Proteſts: 
antiſm if they would-be ſaved. Whereupon the pa- 
riſh rejected him; and he went to Edinburgh, . 
whence he ſent a party to plunder them for his tithes; 
but miſſing of his expectation. from his turning Pa- 
piſt, he ſpent his money and turned vagabond. : 
Mr Malcomb, curate of Holywood, above mention- 
ed, being angry with his wife for her liberality to 
the poor, curſed her, ſaying, that ſhe was ſo wiſe as 
to endeavour to merit eternal life, if ever he had a+ 
nother wife, he wiſhed ſhe might come ſhort of that 
wit; wherein his deſire is anſwered, for his preſent 
Mr. Haſty, curate of Anwooth, was a common 
drunkard, and being reproved by one of his elders 
for ſwearing in his cups at Kircubright, he faid, 
what the devil is that to you, whether I curſe or 
bleſs here; and being told that the Sabbath was 
nigh; he anſwered, you may drink lawfully till 
twelve at night, and betwixt then and nine in the 
morning, I have time enough to dream a reuſing. /er- 
mon; but in {lwrt, he drunk fo hard, that he ſlept 
both ſeaſons, of going to Church, and diſappointed. 
the people; which being ſo public, he run away for 
ſhame. | 124 
Mr Niſbet, curate of Kirk Gunzean, did uſually 
fuddle himſelf when he went to Dumfries, and hav- 
ing divers times fallen off his horſe ints a kennel, 
was dragg'd out like a beaſt, having alſo grievoully: 
beſhit himſelf. 53 $13. #© 733 347-69 136 
Mr Kirwoed of Sanquhar, was an ordinary drun- 
kard and profane mocker of ſcripture; he-and one 
George Bapty, drunk for their own ſhares at Sanquhar 
on a Sabbath afternoon, ſix quarts of ale, and a pint 
and a half of brandy, and had not parted ſo, but for 
fear of being obſerved, having changed. three houſes 

upon that account. 8 Al 
Mr Auſtin of Penpunt, being formerly Preſbyterian 
upon the reintroduction of prelacy by Charles IL 
wiſh'd twice ſolemnly, that God might n | 
um 


* 
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dumb if ever he preached under it; but having com. 
plied notwithſtanding, the firſt time that he attempt- 
ed to preach, he was accordingly ſtruck dumb after 
reading the text, which he pretended to be a diſtem- 
per; and, having uſed 4g 49 to carry it off, at- 
tempted to preach again, but could not, though he 
fpoke any thing elſe out of church well enough. 80 
that he left the pariſh for ſhame. 
The Laird' of Cromarly, being a melancholy gen- 
tleman, and diſcourſing with his Epiſcopal Chaplain 
about Suicide, the practice being defended by that 
unworthy wretch, the poor — was embold. 
ened thereupon to kill himſelf. 2 | 
Mr Clerk, parſon of Burnt - Iſland, receiving ſome 
tithe meal in a time of dearth, a poor woman with 
fome ſtarving children, begg'd ſome for God's ſake, 
adding that Chriſt would fill up what he gave to her; 


he took up a handful, and ſaid to the woman, if 


Chriſt will immediately fill up the hole again, you 
ſhall have it, but otherwiſe I will ſooner throw it in 
your eyes: whereupon the poor woman went away. 
A little after this, news was brought him, that his 
mother was drowned; the poor creature not being 
able to ſubſiſt on his allowance, having gone within 
ſea-mark, to gather crabs to fill her belly, was ſur- 
priſed with the tide, which fo ſtruk him to the con- 
ſcience, that he hanged himſelf with a towel in his 
own cloſet. 


The ſecond curate of Stirling being accuſed by 


his elders of being drunk when adminiſtring the Sa- 
crament, was notwithſtanding continued in his charge 
by the Biſhop. Nay, drunkenneſs was ſo ordinary a- 
mongſt them, that a drunken fellow at Edinburgh, 
called Jack Bowls, when reproved for being drunk 
m the morning, anſwered that he could not get 
room to drink in the afternoon, for then the beſt 
ale-houſes of the town were fill'd with curates. 

Mr George Hendry, curate of Corſtorphine, 2 
a ſtrange cow in the Church- yard on a Sabba 


morning, was ſo enraged, that he run at her yy 
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1 
bull-dog, and throwing his bible at her, wiſh'd that 
all the plagues and curſes contain'd in that book 
might befal her and her maſter that did not keep her 
better at home. *, ; 

Mr . ilſon, curate of Queens-Ferry, coming home 
drunk from Edinburgh, meeting a handſome wench, 
hald her in amongſt ſome, broom, and that her horſe 
ſhould not run away, ty'd him to his own leg; but 
the motion of his body while at his villany frighti 
the horſe, he run away, and the curate holding fall 
by the woman, they were both dragged into the Righ- 
way, and found in that poſture by ſome people on 
the road, who untied him. | 

Mr Robert: Monteith, parſon of Carrington, being 
often drunk, uſed to beat his company; l 
every body ſhun'd him, and the ale-houfe keepers for 
the Reute of their gueſts, were forced to ſet Watch - 
es at-their doors, to give notice of his coming; which 
ſo enraged him, that in his prayers and ſermons, he 
uſed to ſay, Lord God pour out thy vengeance on my 
pariſhioners, and as they are aſham'd of me, be thou 
aſham'd of them; if thou do it not, I have good rea- 
ſon to quarrel with thy juſtice, and call it by another 
name: he afterward turn'd Jeſuite. 2 

Mr Wallace curate. of Kirkmaho, though very rich, 
fold his library, nay and his very bible, preach'd any 
fancy that came into his head, and perſecuted the 
Preſbyterians, from whom he uſed to take bonds for 
certain ſums, on promiſe not to diſcover them to the 
troopers.” Nevertheleſs betray'd them, and put ther: 
bonds in execution, to the turning of their wives and 
children a begging. One inſtance there is of Robert 
Neilſon, from whom he took a bond of 500 merk on 
that account, but Neilſon finding himſelf diſcovered 
fled—Wallace fearing that he would carry off his 
goods in the night, did vitiate the bond, antedated 
the day of payment, regiſtered the bond, and demand- 
ed the money of Neilſon's wife, who anſwered him, 
that the day of payment was not come: and in the 
mean time having acquaintedher huſband,who — hid 


» 


— 
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himfelf in the fields, he came to Wallace about twelve 
that night, and demanded a ſight of the bond. Wal- 
lace having produced a copy from the regiſter, where 
the bond itſelf was lodged, and being conſcious to 
his own knavery, and what the penalty of ſuch tricks 
were in law acknowledged it, promiſing Neilſon, that 
if he would pardon it, be would give him a commiſ- 
fion to take the bond out of the regiſter, which he 
immediately did. But as ſoon as Neilſon was gone, 
he ſent to the troopers at Dumfries to purſue him to 
the mountains, but they found him nat. He was ſo 
covetous that he ſpent the poors money which was 
lodged in his houſe; and it was his ordinary way er 
very morning to go abroad and gather up the dung 
which had fallen from the cows in his bare hand, 
and carry it to his own dunghill for his glebe. At 
laſt having taken a ſurfeit of raw fruit, he laid him- 
ſelf upon a flat bed, and covering all but his britch, 
took juice of tobacco, which made him vomit. and 
purge and in this poſture he lay three-days, the 
filth running from him like a beaſt, ſo that he was 
loathed by every body. | ls 
Mr Lawſon, curate of Iron Gray, cauſed ſwarms 
of troopers and ſoldiers to be quartered on his pa- 
riſhioners for nonconformity, till they were quite eat- 
en up— Followed Graham of 88 afterward 
Viſcount of Dundee, where he kept his. courts, in- 
forming againſt his pariſhioners, ſeveral of whom he 
cauſed hang. And returning drunk from Dumiries, 
which was but four miles from his own houſe, fell a 
quarrelling with ſome drunken country. people, ,who 
beat him and made him blood. Next morning early 
he ſent his handkerchief, whereon ſome of the blood 
was, to the dragoons at Dumfries, with a letter, in- 
forming that he was aſſaulted in his own Houſe by 
the Whigs, who had almoſt murdered him, deſiring 
them to hunt for them in the mountains; in doing 
which they found five young men who had fled for 
refuſing the Teſt, and bringing them to Law ſon, he 
ſwore they were the perſons, and demanded ron 
4 
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've The five men were kept there all night, to ſee whe- 
al- ther he would recolle& himſelf any better; and his 
ere family being examined one by one, his wife and all 
to of them declared that he came home bloody, but that 
cks no perſon came near the houſe with him, nor aſſault- 


hat ed him in the houſe. But his word was taken, and 
me according to his demand, the fige men were hanged 
he on a tree, whence he might ſee them from his Win- 
ne, dow, though they declared to the very laſt, that they 


a to never hurt nor'intended any hurt to Lawſon. Now, 
s ſo would aſk our Prelatiſts, whether they think in their 
was conſciences thoſe bloody debauched beaſts their cu- 
y Cr rates did not deſerve ſeverer treatment than merely 
ung to be turned out of their churches; and this, and 
and, many ſuch like villanies being conſidered, whether 
At the people are not to be reputed very moderate, ſee- 
m- ing their reſentments went no higher againſt ſuch 
tch, W monſters, than turning them out of their churches, 
and and tearing ſome gowns at the time of the Revolu- 
the tion, when the bleſſed news of the Prince of Orange's 
was ſucceſs ſet them at liberty from the thraldom of thoſe 

is taſk-maſters. But to return to Lawſon, his covet- 
arms WW ouſneſs as well as cruelty had a ſhare in this tragedy, 
s pa- for having ſome "time before that got his pariſh en- 
; eat- WW acted by the Conil in a bond of 5ool. to keep 
ward watch and ward about his houſe, and that no damage 
„ in- or hurt ſhould be done to himſelf or family. After 
m he die execution of the {aid five men, he purſued for 
the penalty of the bond, and- arreſted, impriſoned, 
and diſtreſſed upon his pariſhioners till it was paid, 
James Roddam the taylor, and his man, being at 
work in this curate's houſe, heard and related this 
paſiage betwixt him and his maid, That he came 


„ in- home drunk, and his wife being abroad, he went up 
iſe by to tis chamber, called for the maid to ſpread down 
firing the bed; aud while ſhe was doing ſo, catch'd hold of 
doing her to throw her upon it; but being drunk, and lame 
2d for BY of one leg, he fell down a ſpewing, and as ſoon as he, 
n, he could ſpeak, ſwore by God's wounds he would —— 


ker. The maid told him not to ſpeak ſo loud, for the 
| taylors 


L 120 7 


taylors were below, and would hear. To which he f 
anſwered, By my ſoul I knew not that—And fo let gde 


het 7 . 
r Dalgleiſh, curate of Parton, having a Popiſh WT: 
young man before him, upon the ſtool of repentance, 75 


ſor fornication, the ſpark holding an onion in his 
handkerchief made his eyes water, which the curate 
taking for tears, he wiſhed that all his pariſhioners 
were ſuch penitents as he; and comforting him, ſaid, 
That it was the leaſt of faults, and a venial fin be. 
twixt a ſingle man and a fingle woman. Adding, 
That if he were as thin clothed as the young man 
was, he could be content to be a-bed with a married 
woman for heat, but not to do her any wrong: For 
you muſt underſtand, that this parſon was ſo chilly 
that he wore twenty-one fold of cloth on him all the 
yur: and furs on his head day and night. He left 
1is church and turned Papiſt about a year before the 
Revolution. 4 
Mr Alexander Ramſay, curate of the Old Kirk of 
Edinburgh, while he was curate in the weſt-country, 
mortally hated one of his pariſhioners who uſed to 
play upon him; and, to be revenged, ſwore that he 
aſſaulted his heuſe by night, robbed him of a con- 
ſiderable ſum, bruiſed his body, ami cut his head with 
a ſword through his hat and leathern cap. But, up- 
on trial, it was found that the holes in the hat and 
cap did not anfwer one another, ſo the parſon was 
farther ridiculed. 
Mr John Feffrey, curate of Maybol, kept always 
L. bent Hin for fear of che Wige as lie pre- 
tended; and, that he might have ſomething to ac- 
cuſe them of, took a quire of paper, and diſcharging 
one of his piſtols againſt it, ſwore that they aſſaulted 
him as coming home from market, and had it not 
been for that quire of paper, had certainly ſhot hun, 
Mr Lye!!, curate of Cannuby, in Caithneſs, having 
wrote a ſermon out of a printed book, went to get it 
by heart; but, as walking along the ſhore, a puff 6 


wind blew it off his book into the ſea ; So that, coming 
into 


a ? 


E nan S 


into the pulpit, he told the people that he had pro- 
vided an excellent ſermon, but as he was reading it, 
let ſome Preſbyterian deel had blown it out of his hand 
Fry into the ſea, but they ſhould be no loſers; for he 
iſh would read the 6th chapter of St John' to them, 


Coy which is, ſays he, better twa of it. we? + 
his Mr Fames Chambers, chaplain tothe Eatl of Middle- 
Ve ton when Commiſſoner, being made curate of Dum- 
ere fries, on the 29th of May, came to the market · place, 


ud, ſung a Pſalm, and afterward danced and drank about 
be- the bonfires till he was ſo fudled that he could not 
ing, go to his houſe, he delated all that did not come to 
Nan church, where they tied men neck and heels, and turn- 
ried ed them like a joint of meat before a great fire, which 
For vas one of the things that gave riſe to the infurrec- 
ully tion in 1666, Being to preach on a Sabbath-day at 
the Edinb before the officers of ſtate, he was ſo drunk 
left W over night, that he feigned himſelf fick of a colic int 
: the the forenoon, and in the afternoon preaching” from 
4 Plalm Ixvi. 1.3. Say unto God, he raiſed this doctrine, 
Kol that it was in the power of kings to preſeribe forms 
try, of worſhip in the church: n i 
Mr Waugh, curate of Borrowſtourineſs, getting his 
t he wife's niece into his cloſet did villanouſly raviſh her. 
con- Mr Gregory, curate of Terbolton, was taken in the 
wich very act of filthineſs upon a dunghill, with a woman 
3 VP" whom he had picked up in the road to Irvine. 
t and Mr Pearſon, curate of Paiſley, was ſeen clipping 
his wife's in his garden, and then lay with her, 
there being ſeveral windows from other houſes which 


was overlooked his garden, whence the people faw him. 
e ge. Mr Handab, commonly called the dancing horſe,. 
to ac becauſe of his ridiculous [geſtures in the pulpit, once 
arg1ng mi his ſermon deſcanted on the word devil thus, Take 
aulted WF away 4 it is evil, take away e it is vil, take away v it 
it nor is i, take away it is nothing. This ſame curate preach- 

t him. ing before the great officers of ſtate on theſe words : 
having And Solomon bnilded the Temple, fellintoabundance of ex- 
get i travagant queries as, WÞether Solomon could poſſibly know 
pul all his 1000 wives. Whether be got the Queen of Sheba 
om n nn ; 


wid 


\ 
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.avith child, & c. and then alledged, that it was not to 

be wondered at, that Solomon had ſo many, for the IA 

Kings of China have as many new ones allowed them 10 

every year. Being once at prayer with my Lord Sin- uy 

clair who was dying of a gangrene in his foot, he Rs 

E ed, that God would not only make the bones which in t 
- he * broken, but thoſe which he had rotted off to re- nee 

oĩce. | 
g Mr Andrew Walker, curate of Beith, ſaid at a time < 


in his ſermon, that /ovens (i. e. flummery) are good 
victuals both for body and foul, for the body, ſays he, 
that is generally acknowledged, and that they are good 
for the ſoul, I prove, that being watery victuals, they 
occaſion a man to riſe often in the night and make 
water: and if it be bad weather, then they pray to 
Gad that it may be better; and if it be good weather, 
then they praiſe God for his goodneſs. And ae, ſays 
he, beloved I have pruived, that ſowens ir guid meet baith . 
for body and ſoul. : | 5 
A curate in the ſhire of Roſs, was ſo great a drunk- 
ard, that he could ſcarcely be got out of the alehobſe 
at ſermon-time: and one Sunday being in an ale- 
houſe. near. the Church too long; his elders went to 
fetch him, and he being aware of their coming, jump- 
ed out at a back window, that they might not find him 
there, and attempted alſo to jump over the wall of 
the Church-yard, but in ſo doing broke his ſhins till 
they bled again. And coming to the pulpit after a 
ſhort prayer he took his text from theſe words of Da. 
vid, By te help of my God, I leapt over a wall. Upon 
which one of the elders anſwered, I was witneſs to 
pour doing /ae, fir, but well I wait ye got a pair of 
roken ſhins for your pains. | 


I am quite wearied in tranſcribing the villanicy 
impicties, and follies of fuch monſters, and aſhamed 
to be ſo employed, but conſidering that when matters 
fact are charged upon any party or perfon, they ought 
to be delivered as they are; therefore I hope no f 
ber perſon will be offended at me for writing the gre 

Ser _— 
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E | 
expreſhons and practices which the faction are guilty £ 


of: indeed it may juſtly ſeem incredible, that 'fuch -* © 


perſons ſhould ever have been employed as miniſters: 
im any Chriſtian Church, but if the practices of the 
two late Kings, and what an abſolute power they had 
in the government of that Church, be conſidered, it 
needs not be a wonder, that they choſe ſuch beaſts ' 
for Biſhops, and ſeeing the Prelates had the power 
of placing and diſplacing. the inferior clergy, the diſ- 
tance betwixt the ſtreams and the fountain was not 


ſo remote, nor the channels of conveyance ſo cleanly, 


but that the corruption might eaſily communicate 
and ſpread :: and ſeeing debauchery is the path- road 
to Popery and flavery, which was the: defign of the 
late reigns : It is not to be reckoned ſtrange that the 
Scots Prelates and their hirelings, who were ſo active 
in their concurrence ſhould. be immerſed in ſuch ful- 
ſome polutions, of which theſe ate but a very few of 
the many inſtances which might and may perhaps be 
given in due time. But by what is ſaid, the temper of 
their Clergy may eaſily be gueſſed at; and for the Laity,, 
who are any way zealous. for them, I appeal to the 
nation, if they be not for the moſt part men void of 
all morality and religion: ſo great is the difference 
betwixt our Prelatiſts and thoſe of the Church of 

England communion, whom they incenſe againſt us . 
and wickedly endeavour to render jealous of his Ma- 
jeſty, becauſe he hath ſuffered. the Church of Scot-- | 
land to be ſettled on her ancient and legal foundation. 
by the Eſtates freely aſſembled in Parliament, for 
which may the bleſhngs of them that were ready to 
periſh be upon him and his throne. 


FINIS 


